THINK SPRING...It arrives this month, believe it or not. For most 

club members, it may have seemed like a long winter, but the end is in 
sight. February proved to be surprisingly active for TV and FM DX to 
some WTFDAers. Word has it that tropo activity was quite a bit better} 
than expected in some areas, with some ducting in the Midwest to 500 & 
miles and beyond on UHF taking place about the time this is being | 
written. Also, a massive auroral opening was noted by DXers around MY 
the 8th of February, and indications are that ft was one of the best A 
in years. with effects noted even in southerly areas. This one made #y 
headlines, and one Associated Press item on it appears on page 33. 4 


"ALL-SHORTWAVE DX SPECIAL?" NOT QUITE!...In the January issue, FROM ty 
THE STAFF refers to the ABC Talkradio DX special of last December 7th fy 
as “all-shortwave." This was based on comments made to club HQ by a f 
few members, and is not accurate. Member Greg Hardison, who sent us @ 
tape of Dr. Bruce Elving discussing SCA and FM DX on the show, will 

set the record straight for you on page 22 of this issue. For those 

of you who wrote to us and criticized the show and WIFDA's support of 
this fine effort (one DXer even criticized the show before it took 
place) let us ask this question: what WERE you listening to? Our 
thanks go to Greg for clearing things up. Any further comment on this 
may be sent to Alan Hyams for the MAILBOX column, 


ADDRESS CHANGES...Going to send a DX report to the EASTERN TV-DX 
editor? John has moved, so send them to John F. Combs at 2969 
Herschel #7, Jacksonville FL 32205. His phone number has changed too, 
50 take note of the new one, which is on page 40. VUD column 
editors, don't forget: your columns now go to a new address, not to 
Dave Nieman. Future issues will be readied for printing by Layout 
Associates, and will continue to be done by the same printer in 
Buffalo. Expect to see a few layout changes next month. 


CONVENTION 1986 ONLY FIVE MONTHS AWAY...Seems like a long time, but it 
really isn't. Upcoming VUDs will be informing you of plans for this 
year's club event, and if you'd like to volunteer to be a part of the 
program, (giving a lecture, or a demonstration, etc.) now's the time 
to drop a line to this year's host: Dr. Michael Lapinski, RD #2, 2478 
Palm Road, Jamestown NY 14701. 


MAILBOX: Feds may outlaw utility DX(!1)....-. eee eee eres eee eenees 

FCC FM NEWS: Plus readers’ reports and other news.......-++++- 
TELEVISION NEWS: Canadian and international news.........++.+0.- 

FM STATISTICS: Time to update......... ec ce veces ees e err etree ean ees 
FEEDBACK: Greg Hardison responds to January VUD blurb. a 

TECHNICAL TOPIX: All about S-meters......- ede ee wiece rere. 

SOUTHERN FM-DX: Another whopping report from Dyer....... 

QSL CORNER: Goodies arrive, but no QSL.......-++-+. eattates oc aecreeateoO 
COME TO THE 1986 WTFDA CONVENTION: It's coming, this summer, in NY..31 
WORTHERN FM-DX: Airwaves in cold StOrage.....+e-eeee eee nereerenee Ee. 4 
STORM DISRUPTS MAGNETIC FIELD, COMMUNICATIONS: Feature TTOR. OFS woos 33 


CCI(UNIDENTIFIED DX): More unIDed's Solved.......eeeee reece eeeree cas 
PHOTO-NEWS: Pictures from Ely-WI and PizZzi-NM..... see eee rere recneees 36 
WESTERN TV-DX: DX and reports SCarce...... ee eeee rer ene eer eetesrteees 37 
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Logos on front cover were sent in by Richard Eddie (St. Louis, MO). 


Ler s, 


iwnth, I mentioned the topic of controversy, and how 


i didn't want to have to be the one to stir it up. well, I didn’ 
Hector to. ichurd j-anderson has sent in a report on a new 
bill that would severely hinder our hobby; especially PSB Dxers: 
"I hav: what I thinx is a very serious topic to discuss, 
perticulerly in light of the fact that the /UL includes a co- 
Lujan on S Utility shat. topic is the «lectronic Privacy 
Sommunications act ir juced in the U.S. Senate (as 5. ep) 
by Sans ah ; Sues 5 
by Ser Leahy (D=/t) and the U.S Ho (as Hex. 3378) by. 
22D. Ka neler (D-wi). Yhis bill; if passed, would extend 
prohibit against “wiretapping” tv cellular/mobile/ cordless 
telephone if and perhaps marine telephones and even Ham radio 
autopatch"), making it a violation of federal law to inonitor 


such transmissions. 

iam Opposec to this bill’on principae. While it might 
sounc fine to extend "land line" type privacy to wirel 
telephones, this opens up @ can of worms because these wireless 
telephones are, after all, radio transmitters. Since 1919 
when the U.S. Navy was blocked from controlling radio (which 
it haé taken over during ww l);/our nation has had the basic 
principle that while the message sent "belongs" to the sender 
and intended receivers (preventing us from "using" or "divulg- 
ing" that message), the airwaves used belong to "we, ‘the people" 
(allowing us to, listen in). We are.one of the few countries (if 
not the only country) where that is. true- in many countries, 
the government contréls the airwaves, even the Fld and TV broad- 
casts which are the staple of our organization. . 

this bill begins our going down the road away from that 
sixty-seven year old principle. If.one radio service is given 
3 higher standard of privacy than others, how much longer can 
it be before the others demand that same higher standard? 

-+-1 urge all WiFD4 members to, like inyself, think long 
and hard on this sue and act accordingly. Perhaps we should 
write our senators and representatives regarding this bill (I 
have already Gone so). Ferhaps we should poll the ifiémbership 
anc, it necessary, oppose this bill as a club. Perhaps coe. he 
entire ANARC community may have to get involved. I gon’t know 
the best course to take; I do know this bill, if passed, ma 
Set a very dangerous precendent." ‘ RRS Lite oat 


$s 


I agree with 
should, however, 
already involved. 
in such a law. 
wei ion ee thing; to Say that the airwaves belong to the 
2 Aic™ sounds nice, but think of how»accurate that statement 

S. What does "public ownership" mean anyway? Ks 


i ichard that this bill should not pass. If it 
it will have an effect limited to the bands 
somnercial broadcasters will have no interest 


NEXT TIM: 2obert Goodman's proposed call letter policy. 


Till then, 73s to one and all, 


' 


FM 


WFGG an FM pirate? 


NEW FM STATIONS, TRANSLA- 
TORS GRANTED 

AL Russellville 97.7 3000hy¥-; 300° 

AK Ketchikan 106.7 27000h,v; minus 335° 
AR Russellville *81.1 360h,y; minus66’, 9, 
Educational Broadcasting Foundation 

CA Bumey K28uuM 105.5 (KARZ 106.1 
Burney FM translator) 

CO Evergreen 96.5 100000 hy, directional, 
1550'—initial decision, subject to reversal 

GA Columbus "89.5 50000h v; 440’, g; Bible 
Broadcasting 

GA Fort Gordon WFGG *88.3,$tereo, power 
estimated at 250 watts, 70° (“two-bay 
horizontal antenna on a law chimney’); 
“Heard one week without tegal 1Ds, just mili- 
tary PS As and WFG-640 carrier current IDs. 
The station is the FM outiet mentioned in 
POPULAR COMMUNICATIONS, May ‘84. 
eg ae Fort Gordon is the home of the Signal 


ps 
iL Kankakee WMHG 92.73000h,v;3 00° 
MS Vicksburg W221A! 92.1 (WMSI 102.9 
Jackson) 
NH Franklin 94.3 1800h.; 425° 
OH Mount Vernon *90.1 3000hy; 185’, 9: 

Nazarene College [Ardmore} 
OK Mc Aster K240BF 95.9 (KKAJ 95.7/ 
PA Lewistown 106.5 255h,v; 815" 

WY Rock Springs 95.1 94000h,v; 1165" 
AT Bonneyville (190 km NE Edmonton) 

98.7 50000 hv; CBC French, C HFA relayer 
AT High Prairie (290 km NW Edmonton) 

90.9 50000 h,v; C BC-C BX relayer 
AT Whitecourt 90.5 5000h.v:CBC-C BX 
NF Bonne Bay (adjacent to Norris Point) 

89.1 1000 ~CBY,C BC (CBC, CBI retayer 
NS Margaree, Northeast (10 km NE), 42 w 
ON Hearst 90.3 10500 hv; C BON-CBC Franch 
ON Wewa 90.7 890w, CBON relayer“  ” 
NW Yellowknife (200 km NE Hay River) 

101.9 130 wetts, ¢; Native 
YT Haines Junction 90.5 1 w, ethnic 
YT Old Crow 90.5 1 w, ethnic 


FACILITIES Changes Granted 


AL Mobile WLPR 96.1 100000hy; 100 

CA Lone Pine K2578Z 99.3 (KBEE 10.3 
Modesto translator); changing from Big Fine 
K257B0 99.3 anda KH OP 104.1 Modesto 
translator 

CA Newhall K25 1AB 100.1, not “Newell,”” 
which was a misspelling; same coordinates as 
for KiQQ.1 100.3, which has deleted (see 
Deletions”) 

CASan Rafael KSRH *88.1 7 wetts hv: 66" 

CO Trinidad KCRT-FM 92.5 (from 92.7) 
91000 hy; 1085" [directional 

CT Monroe WMNR *88.14100hv,400/ 

FL Havana WHFL 104.9 2000hv 460)(340 
FL Homosassa Springs WXCV 95.3 2800 hw 
FL Miami WCUX 96.5 {from Miramar) 

FL Miami Beach WINZ-FM 94.9 96000 hy, 
directional (100°) 

GA Rome WKCX 97.7470 hy; 780° 

IL Elsah WTPC *95.5 (never having moved 

to 95.9) 10h,v; 210°; see also Feb, VUD, 

pp. 37-38, Bueneman. 

KY Elizabethtown WOXE 100.1 2150 hv; 380 
RY Leitchfield WKHG 101.9 270 G000h,v) 

‘MI Gtsego WOXC 100.9330 GO00h¥} 

MI Zeeiand .¥ZND 99.3 24.00hv 6501 

MN Gilbert K280C0 103.9 (from K240AC 
95.9); on air on 103.9! 


NEWS BRUCE F. ELVING,Ph.D,Editor 
241 Anderson Road 


Esko MN 55733-9413, U.S. A. ~ address to 
which advance orders for the “FM Atlas 
may be sent —look ahead 3 pages for 
announcement of it 


MN Red Lake W228AM *93.5 has K BHiv $9.5 
Intemationat Falls on it, not KFNW-Ft 97.9 
Fargo ND 

MN Rochester KLSE *91.7 (from Rushford, 
but still announcil.g as Rushford}, 94000 hy; 
BO 

MN Winona KAGE-FM 95.3 1350h¥; 495" 
MS Magee WSJC-FM 107.5 985° (100000hv) 
MS McComb WCCA 94.1 980’ (100000 h.v) 
MS Pascagoula WPM 0 99.1 100000 hv; 980— 


the abave two stations electing to be Class C ts, 
falling just short of 985‘ for Class C; | wonder 
why stations choose: to be at maximum. power 
for a lower class, rather then going up five 
more feet and qualifying for full Class C 
status? {no i network 

MO Rolla KZNN 105.3 100000h,v;630',/ 
MOSpringfield KSMU *91.1405' 40000h v) 
NH Wolafeboro WL KZ 104.9 330° 6 000hv) 
NJ Adantic City WAYV 95.1 255° (20000 hv) 
NY Albany WROW-FM 95.5 1200Gh\v (1020) 
NY Hyde Park W220AE *91.9 (from W272AF 
102.3 Rhinebeck NY) 

NC Charlotte WECY 107.9 96.000 h,v; 1690 
OH Cleveland WOAL 104.1 11000hv (106 0) 
OH Wooster W224 AM 92.7 with WCLV 95.5 
Cieveland (from W213AC *90.5 with WOUU- 
FM 839.7 Columbus OH on it) 

OK Oklahoma City KOCC *88.9 (CP for 88.5 
rescinded by iatter 5-85) 

OR bend KJil 105.7 35000 hv; 590° 
PA Blairsville WNQO 106.3 2400hy 860°) 

PA Butlar WLER 97.7 2300h¥ @70') 

PA Meadville WZPR 100.3 20000 hy (590°) 

SC Aiken WJFX-FM 95.9 315° GG0Ghy) 

SC Gaffney WY FG *91.1 100000 h, 62000v 
{580'); nondirectional antenna assumed 
SD Sioux Falls KCFS 106.1 from *90.1 
(assumed to be going commercial} {directional 
TX Denton KNTU *88.1 100000hy,440",/ 
TX Diboll KIPR 95.5 570° (100000 hv) 

TX Keene KICR *88.3 15500 hv; 250’, direc- 
tional; doas not share time, apparently 
TX Mesquite KOEM *88.33000 h Vv: direction. 
al; 300°; doesn’t share time, apparently 
VA Richmond WRXL 102.1 20000h v; 785 
reduces coverage from former 140 kwat 320 

The Mullens WPM W 92,7 1650 hv: 445° (100.1) 

WI Tomahawk W252AM 98.3 (from W251AA / 
ON Hamilton CFMU 93.3 new, unannounced 
height (50 watts hy) 

ON Samia CBEG 90,3 from 106.3) “must be 
using 1 to 3 kw ERP a their signal is very 
woak here.’ C BE announcements give C BEG’s 
new frequency as 90,3. 

PO New Carliste CBVN 101.5 800h,v (275) 
PO New Richmond C BVR 103.5 1000h,v 
600} PO Warwanipi C BVW 105.1 23 watts 
PO Weewanipi C BFV 101.5 23 wetts/ 


CALL Letters Assigned or Changed 

AL Scottsboro 98.3 WKEA“.FM’" (WKEA-FM); 
non iD assumed retained 

AL Talladega 92,7 WOXR (WEYY-FM) 

AR Little Rock 98.5 KLAZ“-FM” (KLAZ-FM); 
affects one translator 

CA Barstow 94.3 KOUC (KZNS) 

CA Carlsoad 95.9 KKOS-FM (KKOS); nonlD 


assumed dropped 
CA Carnelian Bay 108.7 KHTZ (KHTX); 
affects two translators) lone translator 


CA Fallbrook 107.1 KMLO (KAVO). affects / 

CA Los Angeles 101.1 KRTH-FM (KATH); non 

ID retained + TXS(A.[105,” # (urbancontemp) 
106.9 KPWR (KMGG); “Power/ 


CA Marysville 99.9 KRFD-FM (KRFD) 

CA Monte Rio 97.7 KMGG (KRJB), rp, (Ds 
now with Santa Rosa 

CA Oceanside 102.1 KGMG {KEZL) 

CASoen Francisco 96.5 KOIT-FM (KOIT), non 
§D assumed dropped 

FL Clearwater 97.9 WKRL, rp, “Classic Rock” 
FL Mary Esther 105.5 WYZB 

GA Waycross 97.7 WWUF (wase) 

HI Kailua-Kona 93.5 KHJM 

Hi Wailuku *88.7 KMART (KWPR) 

1D Bonners Ferry 92.1 KRBF ["2-95" 
IL Chicago 94.7 WY TZ (WLS -FMi: still r,/ 

1A Decoreh 100.9 KROI-FM” (KDEC-FM) 
KY Okolona *88.5 WJIE (FM) 

i A New Orleans 93.3 WOUE“-FM" (WQUE/ 
LAShrveport 93.7 KITT 

ME Norway 92.7 WOXO“-FM’” (WOX0-FM) 
MOD Princess Anne *91,3 WZSM 

MI Charlevoix 106.9 WKHO-FM (WKHO"- 
FM"; noniD assumed dropped 

Mi Gladstone 105.5 WFMM 

PAN Crookston 96.1 KOHT (KHEZ); r, “Magic- 
%" (strict) 415’ (100000 h,v) 

MN Hutchinson 107.1 KKJR (KDUZ-FM); m, 

no nonlD;sti!| Mutual (Lifestyle) 

MN St. Louis Park 104.1 KJO-FM (KWJ0)}; 
stilt, ‘K-Joe"; affects 1 trangator (xitr 

not on air} 

NE Kimball 1001 K §DE (805° 
NV Sparks 92.1 no calls (not KROL); 290hv;/ 

100.9 KRO} (KNAA) (Sandy Creek 

NY Pulaski 101.7 WSCP-FM; AM is in nearby / 
NY Watertown *909 WJNY (WNYW) 

NC Gunn 103.1 WOKS (WDKC): stills, still 
"D-108"" 

OK Alva 94.3 KMAO 

OK Hanryetta 99.5 KISI (KOLB-FM)} [2 xitrs. 
OK Owasso 106.1 KVLT (KCMA); rm; affects/ 
OR Totedo 107.1 KTOG-FM (KCEL) 

PA Jersey Shore 97,7 WEUZ (WSQV); now 
b[eautiful music] ; “‘Easy-97-7," no network; 


asy 917 


IDs only with Williamspart, cropping Lock 
Haven 

SC Clearwater 98.3 WCNA 

SC Goose Creek 94.3 WLNB-FM (WLNB): now 
s{oul] ; adds Charleston to its 1D 

TN Elizabeth City (from Jonesboro} 993 
WUSJ (WJS0-FM) 

TN Monterey 107.1 WAJT (WMCZ) 

TX Canyon 107.9 KAKS-FM (KHBQ} 

TX Plainview 108.9 KPMB 

TX § an Angelo 98.7 KGLB[with Salt | ake City 
UTSpanish Fork 106.5 KBER (KBHV );1Ds/ 
VA Woodbridge 108.9 WCXR-FM (WPKX-FM); 
tp, “Classic Rack” 

WA Long Beach 94.3 inot 100.1) KCCW 

WI Manitowoc 92.1 WLTU (WKKB) (“Classic 
WI Milwaukee 96.5 WKLH (WMGF):r,/ 

VI Charlotte Amalie 107.1 VWGN 

BC Vanderhoof 95.9 CIBC 


FORMATS/NETWORKS 
AR Mountain Home KKTZ 107,55 
CA Long Beach KNAC 106,5¢ (heavy metal; 
no longer progressive) 
(L East St.Louis WMRY 101.1 p (from jr) 
IN Columbia City WZRO 105.3 back on air for 


FOC/FM 
one week withr,$, no SCA, but reported back 
offteh air... se ee stay tuned! 


IN Lafayette WX US 93.5 S network, now on 
$3.5, having moved from 92.7, “93-5 WXUS” 
(.ot a auni Der) 

1 Varssiltes (pronounced Ver-Sails, not like 
the Franch, “Ver-sigh’) WOVA 103.1k,$, 
sign off 2200. This reporter is aware 
another reporter said they were r, but he 
definitely heard all k songs, such as by 
Ronnie Malsep, 

KY Bumside WJDJ93.9 r, “DJ-94" 

mE Brewer WCB 106.5 to be k 


How to pronounce Versailles! 


by states, with frequencies given anly for stations 
having an ABC affiliate; no cities (you'll have to 
hunt!); and no cities or frequencies for stations 
allegedly having no affiliation when formerly listed 
as having such. Use 2 magnifying glass to read. 

Call letters are given as he listed them, without the 
“FM” suffix. 

AL: WCRQ 92.7 D; WIZD 104.1 Y; WAPI 94.5 Y; 
WKLN 92.1 1; WOOF 99.7 D; WZEW 92.1 K; 
WTWX 95.9 A; WHKW 98.1 no Y; WLHQ 96.9 no’ 
1; WDRM 102.1 no A; WHOD 104.9 L, WWWB 
102.5 I; WKSJ 94.9 E; WMFC 99.31; WELR 102.3 
I, WKEA 98.31; WTUN 100.1 D; WEYY 92.7 E; 
WFFX 95.7 E; WEIZ 100.1 E; WKYD 98.1 I. 


WD Frostburg WFRB-Fii 105.3 k (only 1 hour of AK: KJBA 100.11; KSUP 106.3 K 


glespel] per day now} 

MABamstable WGRC 93.9 bc 

MANantucket WXJY 96.3 © 

twAWest Yarmouth WJFK94.9 b 

MAWorcester WSRS 96.1 m[iddle of the road} 

MI Alma WFYC-FM 104.9 r, stil monophonic 

MI Birmngham WMJC 94.7 mr 

MI Caro WIDL 104.9¢,$ 

MN Princeton WOPM-FM 106.3 draps S net, now 
_CNNnews, stil k, $ 


NY Bristol Center WY LF 95.1 no network (was U) 
NY Buffalo WGRFM 96.9 m, "Light FM,” elimin- 


ating all rock to appeal to 25-54 demographic 


NC Asheboro WKAR $2.3 rp, IOs with Greensboro 


OR Tillamook KTIL-FM 104.1 k 

PA Altoona WFBG-FM 98.1 does too have C net! 
WPRR 100.1 © net (drops T network) 

PA Boy2rtown WBYO 107.5 G network 

PA Charleroi WESA-F 98.3 r, not mr 


PA Ellwood City WFEM 92.1 5 (from k), “Classic 


Gold 92,” IDs now with New Castle, ro Mutual 
heard, assume no network 

PA Pittsburgh WPTS *98.5 jp; WOUO *90.5 jc 
PA Waynesburg WANB-FM 103.1 k 

WV Bethlehem WHLX 105.5 m, Satellite Mnusic 
Network's “Stardust” feed 

SC Ravenel WFXR 101.7 mp, adds Charleston (D 
TN Pulaski WINJ 98.3 rm, mainly “tite rock.” 
Strict noniD of "5-98" 

WV Miami WVCM 107.3 k, $tereo 

WV South Charleston WJYP 100.9 g 

WI Chippewa Fails WCFW 105.5 aoS net (has 
CNN now); still monophonic with lotsa polkas 


WI Superior (studios and transmitter in Duluth MN 


but | maintain DXe.rs should count this as a Wi 
station!) KZ10 102.5 Y net (no T); detays 
news to :20 mast hours. 

WY Laramie KROU 102.9 A net (x-0 network) 
WY Cheyenne KF8Q 97.9 no Y netwrok 

WY Gillette KOLL 96.9 D network (from Y) 
WY Riverton KTAK 93.9 E network 

WY Rock Springs KSIT 104.5 A net (from Y) 
WY Worland KENB 96.1 E network 
MB Winnipeg CHI 94.3 mr 


AZ: KAFF 92.9 I; KZZZ 94.7 A; KKFR 92.3 Y; 
KNOT 98.3 Y 

AR: KLBQ 99.3 Y, KTCN 100.9 D; KFFB 106.3 
E; KGAP 92.7 E; KSSN 95.7 E; KHLT 94.1 D; 
KTWN 107.1 E 

CA:KXGO 93.1 Y,; KEKA 101.5 1; KFRY 101.9D; 
KNCO 94.3 I; KNGT 94.3 D; KHOP 104.1 Y; 
KMYX 105.5 Y; KPOP 
93.5 Y; KOLA 99.9 K; 
KITS 105.3 A; KOME 98.5 
K; KJAX 99.3 E; KBOS 
94.9 A; KQOYN 95.7 Y; 
KIAH 103.3 D; KBOB 98.3 
98.3 D (KBOB still mono 
until after it goes up in 
power and height; then 
$tereo is a possibility, Fm 
told). {107.3 Y 
DC Wasnington WRQX/10 
CO: KKDD 107.1 I; KRTZ 


WOPM 98.7 E; KQZR 102.5 Y; 
Q KYGO no DI KMTS 22.7 k 
KYOU 92.5 E; KGUC 98. 
AM 1300 5, KCCY 96.9 F; KAVI 
FM 106.3 95.9 D; KVMT 104.7 Y 
STEREO CT WCCC 106.9 Y 


DE WJBR 99.51 

FL WYGC 100.9 E; WCRJ 107.3 D 
WDIZ 100.3 K; WGNE 98.5 I; WBGM 

98.9 Y; WINT 94.9 E; WMNX 95.9 D; WAVW 
105.5 D 
GA: WKAK 101.7 E; WFXA 103.1 A; WZNY 105.7 
D; WBYZ 94.5 E; WGIG 100.7 1; WQMT 99.3 E; 
WAYS 99.1 A; WMCG 104.9 E; WDAX 95.3 I; 
WKZR 102.3 I; WPGA 100.9 Y; WOWE 105.5 K; 
WEAS 93.1 A 
HE: KLHI 101.1 D 
ID KPKY 94.9 Y 
TL WRMS 94.3 D; WCAZ 92.1 D; WEXN 101.7 E; 
WGBO 92.7 K; WJEQ 103.1 E; WYER 94.9 K; 
WTAO 104.9 K; WKXK 100.9 D; WPXN 104.9 D; 
WKMQ 95.3 K; WCCI 100.1 D; WVEM 101.9 E; 
WKRV 107.1 D. No networks: WBYS no I; WCIL 
no Y; WIXR no K; WCCQ no D; WSOY no A; 
WBSW no A; WJRE no Y; WACF no E; WJEZ no 
E; WZOK no A; WSAK no 1; WKIO no K; WGFA 
no E. 
IN; WLHN 97.9 D; WLFQ 103.9 A, WATI 107.1 D, 
WBTU 93.3 E, WAZY no Y, WINZ no A, WCIC no 
1, WLZR no E, WPGW no Y; WLQI 97.7 D; WOLK 
no A, WRIA 101.3 Y, WYTS no I, WZZQ 107.5 D, 
WKID no E. 
1A: KMGO 98.7 D, KRIT 96.9 D, KNJY 97.7 Y, 
KITR no D, KDSN 107.1 D, KMGK 93.3 D, KEMB 


[and talk) 98.3 D, KBCT no I, KHBT no 1, KWGG 104.9 D, 


NB Moncton CKUM 105.7 mt {middle of the road/ KIDA 92.7 D, KKRQ 100.7 Y, KLAL 97.7 D, 


KMAQ 95.3 D, KILJ 105.5 D, KXJX 103.3 K, 


ABC Network Changes— Analyzed by Roger KQWC no E. 


Winsor, and presented the way he sent it 


Remember, A is ABC-FM network, 0 ABC Direc- 
tion, E ABC Entertainment, | ABC information, K 


KS: KBUZ no A, KQSM 105.5 D, KCLY 100.9 D, 
KEGS 101.7 E, KKJQ 97.3 £, KNZA 103.9 D, 
KSKU 102.1 Y, KSLS 101.5 FE, KSCp 107.5 Y, 
KSKG 99.9 A, KFDI 101.3 E listed! 


ABC Rock and Y ABC Contemporary. The list had Roger reminds that commercial stations only are/ 
many problems, especially noting the. deletions, | KY: WAMX 93.7 A; WDNS no A; WARD no A; 


WHKC 103.1 Y; WKMO 106.3 VY; WHOP 98.7 E; 


found half the “deleted” Wi stations actually had WKO. 

i : A no 1, WIYL no A; WKHG 104.9 I; WLI 
the ABE networks the way | listed them. Roger is 102.3 K; WKYM 101.7 Y; WMOR 92.1 1; WARW 
going through some of the data looking for further no D; WK YQ 93.3 I; WQHY 95.5 A; WBVR 101.1 
errors. | thank him for saving me a lot of time. This; WSKV no A, WIKY no L, WFMI no E. 


information not keypunched, and may never be if | : 5 
sitiry camputis se repeny inmdans oath yi SMI no A, KJJB no D; KFMV na I; 
ESC Composer; and even if nat, | expect to drop 
networks fram the geographical section of the new 
“Atlas.” The place where | get my keypunching 


done and run off my data is getting rid of 


LA: KQID no A, WGGZ no Y, WYNK 101.5 E; 
KYKZ no 
A; KDBH 97.7 I; KOGM no I; KMBQ 93.7 A; KV- 
KI no E, KTQQ no E. 

ME: WGUY 100.9 K, WCLZ no 1, WLKN nol, 
WJBQ no Y, WPOR 101.9 E, WWMR nol 

MD: WQSR 105.7 A, WBJC no A, WWIN no E, 
WOCQ 103.9 E; WCEM 106.3 1; WCLY no Y; 


equipment July 31, so ¢ will have to make achange WXIE 92.1 A. 


by then anyway. | have no complaints, for | have 
heen able to stick with the same computer system 
for 15 years, in an era when many other systems 


have come and gone. 


MA: WBOS 92.9 D, WCAV no Y, WCOD no ¥; 
WFNX no E, WHMP no I; WBEC 105.5 A; WCRB 
no I; WJFK no E. 

MI: WIQB no K; WPAG no I; WHFB no A; 
WAAQ 102.3 Y; WEVZ no D; WKHQ 105.9 Y; 


March, 1986 
WMMOQ no E; WQLZ no I; WCFX no D; WHYT 
96.3 Y; WCXI 92.3 E, WVIC no Y, WGLQ 97.1 
Y, WCRZ 107.9 A, WGRD 97.9 ¥Y WCUZ 101.3 
FE; WJGS 98.5 Y; WUPM 106.9 E; WMQT no K; 
WIBM noA; WKLA no I; WRRK 97.7 £ WNBY 
93.5 E, WQXC nol, WFXZ 100.9 A; WIOG 
106.3 Y; WYSS 99.5 Y; WSUE 101.3 i; WCSY 
98.3 E, WCCW 92.1 E, WRNF 95.3 A. 
MN: KYCK 97.1 D, KKDQ 107.11, KLQL 
101.1 E, KQRS 92.5 K, WWJO 98.5 D, KKWS 
105.9 E, KOWO 92.1 I, KDOM 94.3 D. KKCK 
no Y, KLOH no Y, KWNG no A. 7 
MS: WGCM 102.3 D, WBSJ 102.3 E, WOXB 
100.1 ¥, WIYX 94.7 Y, WMSI 102.9 FE, WLSM 
107.1 D, WQNZ 95.1 E, WWMS 97.5 D, WKKY 
104.9 K, WPMO 99.1 I, WQMV 98.7 K; WWUN 
no Y, WRMH no Y, WKYV nol. WABOnol 


MO: KMZU 101.1 D, KLDN 92.7 1, KKAC97.7 
D, KCFX 100.7 K, KIRK 103.7 E, KNIM 99.3 
D, KPWB 104.9 D, KCBW 92.1 K, KADI 96.3 
A, WIL 92.3 E, KLTH 97.1 D, KWTO 98.7 Y; 
KLPW 101.7 D, KLRK 100.1 D; KGMO) noY; 
KRXL no}, KRES no Y, KZNN nol. 


MT: KPQX 92.5 E, KZIN 96.3 D; KMON no E; 
KLYQ no E; KZMT no A. 
NE: KNEN 94.7 1; KTCH 104.9 D; KTAP no E; 
KFRX no A; KXNP no]; KSID nol. 
NV: KLKT 100.1 E; KOMP no A 
NH: WHDQ 106.1 Y; WFRD no Y 
NJ: No ABC on: WAYV (no A); WNNN (no J; 
WIXL (no E); WPRB (no A); WPST (no I); 
WKXW (no A). 
NM: KFMG 107.9 K, KLVF 100.9 Y, KNMQ 
105.9 Y; KATK no Y, KDEM no E, KEVR no 
Y, Kove no I, KLLT no E, KZOR nol, KBIM 
no 
NY: WROW 95.5 I, WGNA 107.7 E, WMVQ 97- 
7 Y, WBEN 102.5 Y, WPHD 103.3 A, WQIX 
100.9 E, WYLR 95.9 K, WAPP 103.5 A, WZOZ 
103.1 A, WGFB 99.9 Y, WMJQ 92.5 Y, WEZO 
101.3 E, WOUR 96.9 K, WRCK 107.3 Y. WAAL 
no A, WNYS no Y, WSCG no D, WOKW no Y, 
WBLK no A, WWHB no |, WRVW no 1, WHUG 
no A, WVIP nol. 
NC. WCLN 107.1 E, WDGC 105.1 A, WQMG 97- 
.1 A, WMSQ 104.9 E, WKIT 102.5 E, WMAG 9- 
9.5 E, WQDW 97.7 Y, WQDR 94.7 E, WFJA 10- 
3.5 Y. WKSF no E, WSOC no I; WBCY no D; 
WFXC no D; WBBO no Y; WYFL no E; WXRC 
no Y; WKML no I. 
ND: KYYY 92.9 H, KQDY 94.5 E, KZZY 103.5 
J, KIZZ 93.7 Y; KSJM no E. 
GH: WNUS 107.1 D, WKRQ 101.9 A, WRQC 
92.3 K, WGAR 99.5 E, WRXY 107.1 D, WHMQ 
100.5 D, WNIR 100.1 E, WIMT 102.1 E, WWNO 
106.1 Y, WKSW 101.7 E. WTOO no Y, WNRR 
no Y, WRQN no I, WBNO no Y, WCSM no I, 
WBNS no I, WGTZ no D, WBEA no E, WLLT 
no A, WBLZ no Y, WZLE no E, WNDH no E, 
WPNM no Y, WZOQ no Y 
OK: KZZE 97.9 Y, KWOX 101.1 E, KBXR 97.3 
Y, KHKC 103.11, KKCI I, KKBS 92.7 I, KMCO 
101.3 Y,KAYI 106.9 A, KOFM 104.1 Y, KEBC 
94.7 D, KVRO 105.5 Y, KCFO 98.5 D. KTLS 
no E, KQZZ no D, KRHD nol, KLBC no I, 
KNID no I, KYBE no Y, KISI no I, KLAW no I, 
SNEB no Ll, KJ¥YOnoA, KXOJ no El, KSDW 
noA. * 
OR: KOOS 100.9 1, KIMT 93.7 K, KXBQ 96.1 
K, KUMA 107.7 E, KMJK 106.7 Y, KKRZ 100- 
-3 A, KACI 97.7 I. KBOY no E, KNPT no f 


PA: WAEB 104.1 I, WWKS 106.7 A, WBXQ 
94.3 A, WRKZ 106.7 E, WIPA 93.5 K, WFXX 
99.3 D, WVSC 97.7 I, WKRZ 98.5 Y. WZZO no 
A, WLSP no E, WOYX no Y, WDNH no E; WIBF 
no E; WUFM no 1; WMJW no A; WDSY nol; 
WGCB no A 

RI: WPRO 92.3 Y, WHIY 94.1 K 

SC: WCKN 101.1 Y; WNOK 104.7 K; WICB 
106.7 E; WWDM 101.3 A. WIFX no D; WZLD 
no A; WPDZ no A; WMXX no Y; WLNB no D; 
WFBC no A; WIYR no A 

SD: KSDN 94,1 A; KOBH 96.7 I; KMIT 105.9 I; 
KGFX 92.7 Y; KPLO 94.5 D; KGGG 100.3 K; 
KPAT 97.3 Y; KELO 92.5 D; KDLO 96.9 D 


TN: WIBG 95.3 E, WGSQ 94.3 I, WWKX !) 
104.5 A. WQQK 92.1 Y; WXKG 95.9 D; KRNB 
101.1 A; WZXR 102.7 K, WLLX 92.1 1, WKDF 
103.3 K, WOKI 103.3 A; WALR 104.9 D. 
WOKX po I; WYTM no A, WUSJ no D, WZLTno 
L, WIST no Y; WKTA no A; WHRK no A; WSIX 
nol, WYCQ noA. 

TX: KMML 98.7 I, KIBL 104.9 E, KTQN 106.3 
A, KHLB 107.1 1, KCRM 103.1 £; KDSQ 101.7 
Y; KVMX 96.7 E; KBFM 104.1 A; KSET 94.7; 
KLZK 98.3 D; KEGL 97.4 Y; KGID 101.7 E; 


1 am giving the information exactly as he did, 
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FCC/FM 

KQUE 102.9 E; KRVL 94.3 Y; KODK 92.7 E; 
KRLB 99.5 I; KGAR 106.3 E; KNFM 92.3 E;KPTX 
98.3 D, KSTV 105.7 D; KTYL 93.1 Y; KHOO99- 
9 Y; KNIN 92.9 Y; KFMN no A, KBUY no A, 
KWHI no E, KIS] no A, KORA no A, KSTE no A, 
KZFM no Y, KLUV no A, KFIM no A, KICS no E, 
KODM no Y, KTXE no A, KXZL no E, KBUC no I, 
KEYInoA {KZEZ no I. 
UT: KSOS 106.9 K, KARB 98.3 A, KKWZ nol, / 
VT: WBFL 107.1 D, WCFR no Y 

VA: WVVV 104.9 K; WBBC 93.5 Y; WLCQ 98.3 1; 
WFQX 99.3 Y; WFTR 95.3 I; WLSA 105.5 E; WJIS 
101.7 A, WCMS 100.5 E, WNOR 98.7 K, WRXL 
102.1 K, WSLQ 99.1 A. WITX no Y, WKHK no E, 
WPLZ no K, WPSK no I, WMJR no D, WCXR noY. 
WA: KXLE 95.3 E, KOMW 92.7 I, KZZK 102.7 y, 
KAFR 97.1 D, KXDD 104.1 Y; KONA no A,KLYK 
no A, KLYN no E, KEZX no E. 

WV: WCST 93.5 E, WHAJ 104.5 Y, WBTQ 93.5 E, 
WQBE 97.5 1, WKKW 106.5 1, WICR 103.3 I, 
WKEE 100.5 Y, WQZK 94.1 E, WINJ 105.9 E, 
WKGI 103.9 E, WAEY 95.9 E, «. WKLC 105.1 K, 
WVAF no D. 

WI: WILV $4.9 I, WRDN 95.9 E, WDUZ 98.5 E, 
WKAU 104.9 K, WSPL 95.9 E, WWQM 106.3 E, 
WKTI 94.5 Y, WLTQ 97.3 A, WOFM 93.3 K, WW- 
MH 95.9 E, WDUX 92.7 E, WDEZ 101.9 D. WAPL 
no E, WIXX no A, WLJY no I (only carries Paul 
Harvey); WDDC no E, WRCO no Y. 

All of the above changes entered into my by-fre- 
quency records, where network listings may con- 
tinue. I have already spent about 40 hours on this 
list, so can you blame me for not spending the 160 
hours or more it would take to pull the cards, key- 
punch them and reinsert them all? I thank Roger 
for all the time he has spent on the project. And 
ABC is only one (or six, depending on how you 
count) of multitudes of networks to keep track of. 
Recently J heard American Public Raaio network 
on WVPE *88.1 Elkhart IN (coming in by means 

or aurora), which is the first station I know of ta 
have that network and not NPR, but APR is one 
of several networks that I have not been listing: 


Stereo ($) Stations 

AL Opp WJIF *91.9. “Stati is in a church. Pastor 
said they are having trouble, ‘as they didn’t send 
the directions with the equipment’.” 

GA Thomasville WHMJ 107.1 Stereo“ as was 
WTUF. They tay they are 5,000 watis . .on Sun- 
day a m. 1-19-86 announcer vor the gospel pro- 
gramming constantly referred to ‘Listening to the 
Gospel on WTUF’. WHMJ sometimes refers to 
themselves as ‘the Power Station’, as WGLF 104.1 
Tallahassee did about a year ago.” 

iN Crawfordsville WNDY 106.3 “Was c on Sunday 
Mmoming and afternoon. . . haven't heard WNDY 
in years!"” 

(N Decatur WOTZ 92.7 r, “The New 92.7 Fm” 
(strict, but calls sometimes sung be tween songs) 
IN Elwood WEWZ 101.7 back in stereo with strict | 
nonlD: “EZ-101 Stereo” 

IN indianapolis WJEL *89.3 r, said “sterec-89,” 
but gave calls frequently so not anonlDer 

IN Muncie 


muncie, in 
“The Best Wusie In Wlunete” 


WOKZ 104.9, rock 

IN Portland WPGW-FM 100.9 k, “Jay Country- 
101” (strict); named for Jay County iN. 
NY Henrietta WRHR *90.5 “it don’tsound very 
good, but the19kHz pitot lights, so it must be” 
NY Wellsville WIQZ 93.5 r, no network (rmostty 
“Tight rock,” as survey reported in Olean paper 
aL 80% of the public favored this type of music 

? 
NC Asheville WCQS *88.1 cj, interested in starting 
at talking book for the blind SCA service 
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WYOB to rise from the dead, but will WITT? 


OH West Carrollton WORP *88.1 — (0 with 
Kettering gk, “not just g.. The signal seems 
stronger here. Have they increased power?” 
[Yes—to 5000 watts h, 20 meters.} 

SC Conway WHMC-FM *90.1 jc, P assumed 

TN Lewisburg WJJM-FM 94.3, k 


NOT INSTEREO ANY MORE—delete $tereo 
Listing: 
CA San Clemente KWVE 107.9, all gLospel] 


ON AIR AND DX READY (Selected) 

MN Ada KMCA 106.3 3000 h,v; 275° 

MO Joplin K202AN *88.3 

NE Alliance KAAQ 105.9 100000 h,v; 705° 
Wi Whiting WYTE 96.7 3000 h,v; 300’; $: k 
(“easy country") ID with Plover. “White-96,"" 
but not strict; calls often used; tX (telemetry) 
SCA. | can't write to them as Whiting has no 
ZIP Code, and post office in nearby Plover will 
net deliver, even though | have the correct street 
address and ZIP+4 for them! (3012 Post Road, 
Whiting WI, Plover ZIP+4 is §4467-9703.) 


FMistakes, 9th ed. FM ATLAS 
and this column 
CA Chico KPAY 95.1 omitted from map, p. 70 
ND Williston KPRA 2-86 VUD shows as 89.5; 
12-85 as 89.9; now *89.5, 


SEE ALSO VUD, Feb. '86 for: 
GA Valdosta WAAC nonID and questionable 
format change from country, p. 35, Nordquist 
MO Overland KRSH *90.1 format, p. 38. 

MO St Louis and iL Godfrey WLCA 789.9 
sharing frequency, although FCC does not list 
them as sharetimers, so they could operate 
simultane oulsy if they wanted to , p. 38, 
Bueneman. 

PO Quebec CHIK 98.9 for nonlD, p. 35, 
Strobel—anybody know this station’s music 
format and if it has stereo? 


LAST-MINUTE CHANGES 
OK Langston KALU *90.7 is $—has been lis- 
ted that way; they finally made $tereo. 
GA Forsyth WFNE 100.1 s (at nights; I’m 
assuming g has been dropped as a main part 
uf the station's programming). Stil mono. 
GA Manchester WVFFM 93.3 has USA net- 
work, not Mutual. “Note this is a NEW net- 
work, and is NOT the same thing as United 
Stations” [but not every hour” 
TN Chattanooga WDEF-Fm 92.3 | network / 
SLOGANS/NON-1Ds 
CO Denver KOAQ 103.5 “Soft Rock” (no O-103) 
FL Marianna WJNF "91.1 FM-31, monog “USA 


Radio Network” 
GA Atdanta WSB-FM 98,5 no nonlD 
WARM-FM 99.7" " %* 


GA Augusta WBBOQ-FM 104.3 no nonlD. “The @ 
. +. fot heard in a3-hour 
listening period” 
GA La Grange 
WEKS-FM 104.1 
Kiss- 104, s, 1290° 
(100000 h,v}, with 
transmitter New- 
nan GA; 49 miles’ 
primary, 98 miles’ 
secondary coverage 


fm 
105 


FM-94. GA Thomasville WHMJ 107.1, now $, 
“Magic 107,” “All Hits,” Satellite News network, 
now rlock]. “Sounds like any big city rocker, 
with a booming voice DJ with a phony name. 
dust the opposite of black- oriented WTUF, with 
their soul and gospe and hometown biack ann- 
ouncers. . . Just another WGLF, WHTZ, WJAD, 
WZNE, WACL, WRUF, etc.“ 

IL Hoopeston WHPO 100.9 Stereo-101 (strict) 


Marcu, 1966 
IL Paxton WPXN 104.9 FM-106 (not strict) [M 
IN Franklin WGAQ 95.9 (oldies) Stereo-94, no / 
iN Hartford City WWWO 93.5 3-WO, now hav- 
ing changed from 104.9 to make way for WO KZ 
IN Lafayette WXUS 92.7 no non!D; says "93- 
WXUS." [Butsince this report has come in it 
has moved to 93.5.] [fram 93.5 
IN Kokomo WZWZ now 92.7, having moved / 
IN Franklin (see above) instead of having M net- 
work on WGAC now has Satellite News Net 
Now back to more Slogans ;nonlDs: 

KS Great Bend KZXL 107.9 XL-108, now on 
air, $tereo, r[ock], IDs with Hays-Salina 

MO St Louis KKHR 103.3 Hit Radio 103 

OH Akron WONE-FM 97.5 W-1, adds Cleveland 
-Canton to its ID Irp. 
OH Canton WROK 106.9 still Good Rock 107,/ 
OH New Philadelphia WNPO 95.9 Quick-96, rp 
OH Wapakoneta W200 92.1 Z00-92 (strict); 
now ¢, $, 1D with St Marys-Lima 

PA Central City WWZE 101.7 EZ 101 FM, no 
stereo; delete $ listing 

PA Ebensburg WIYQ 99.1 no nonlD 

PA Wilkes-Barre WCLH *90.7 New Music-91 

PA Williamsport WILQ 105.1 no noalD 

TN Chattanooga WO0D-FM 96.5 96-FM 

WV Buckhannon WBTO 93.5 r, Stereo, 0-94, 
SCA is TX, 1D with. Weston 

DELETIONS 

CA Crescent City K257BW *99,.3 

CA Merced KBDR *89.1 

1D Idaho Falls KIBO *91.9 

(D Kellogg KCJF 104.3 

KS Hillsboro KHHS *88.1 

CA Newhall KIQ.0-1 100.3 “We never putit on, 
and applied for the 100.1 translator instead.” 
{See facilities’ changes} “The FCC has never 
removed the booster from the records.” 

MT Gallatin-Big Sky K252AC 98.3 

MT Livingston K257AM 99.3 Above two trans- 
tators assumed deleted, because FCC says: 
“Application dismissed to FM translators at 
request of applicant; form 314." Not suse what 
Form 314 is for, but assume it is dropping of 
their request to renew licenses, 

TX Richardson KSLL *881 

WA Walla Walla K206AB *89.1 (forced off by 
KFAE *89.7 Richland coming on; KFAE 
serves Walla Walla very well, even with SCA) 

WI Marathon W221AB 92.1 “because of 
equipment problems... will concentrate on 
upgrading the signal to the Wausau area” 
(W261AG 100.1). 

BC One Hundred Mile House 95.9 

BC Quesne! 103.3 

BC Williams Lake 98.5 


NOT DELETED—resurrect it in your records! 


(L South Jacksonville WYOB 105.5, granted 
application to change ownership 
OFF THE AIR 
FL Blountstown WRTM 102.3 “This is for 
some time now” 
QK Henryetta KIS! 99.5 Because of 
OK Oklahoma City KIMY 107.7‘ new call 
letters, 
expect these to be returning soon, and 
possibly with new music formats 
MULTI-CITY IDs in USE 
CA Salinas KDON 102.5 adds Monterey. “t 
was disappointed when they dropped their 
automation rock format in 1983" —[Destin. 
FL Santa Rosa Beach WWAV 102.3 adds / 
IN Bloomington WTTS 92.3 adds Indianapolis; 
92-FM (not strict} 
IN Shelhyville-Indianapolis WENS 97.1 (no 
longer mentioning Greenwood in its (Ds) 
MN Hibbing WIBX 93.9 cities rotate, including 
Grand Ranids- Virginia Duluth-Superior (WI) 
MN Minneapolis KTIS-FM *98.5 adds St. Paul 


| 
| 


ste: 


PCc/FM 


NY Wethersfield WUWU 107.7 uses West Seneca instead of East Aurora in / 
OK Owasso KVLT 106.1 adds Tulsa, K-Light fits 10. 
OK Poteau KINB 107.3 adds Fort Smith AR; converts to $tereophony 

PA Lancaster WLAN-FM 96.9 adds Y ork-Harrisburg-Lebanon 

PA Mechanicsburg WTPA 93.5 adds Harrisburg 


SCA News, from Radio Subcarrier Report, 
with which | have just started a subscription, trading it for data 
CA Alameda KJAZ 92.7 92 kHz data 
CA San Francisco KYUU 99.7 92 kHz music (presumed rock) 

MD Baltimore WRBS $5.1 92 kHz data 

WIYY 97.9 no SCA (had data) 

WLIF 101.9 67 kHz data (plus 57 kHz ARI) 
MD Glen Burnie WWIN-Fm 95.9 67 kHz ethnic, Greek 


SCA {67 kHz (and other frequencies) 


CA Anaheim KEZY 95.9 157 kHz. Has American Diversified paging 
(tX); tones always on; no voice; 4 aational paging service, with 
pagers tuning the band for relevant information, thus appealing to 
travelers [main carrier 
CA Arcadia KMAX 107.1 no SCA (drops ethnic); still monaural on/ 
CA Long Beach KLON *88.1 talk (instructional); occasional audio; 
carrier always on 

KNOB 97.9 no 67 kHz; 57 kHz = data 

CA Los Angeles KXLU *88.9 192 kHz talk and music to feed 
campus AM carrier current transmitters 
KKHR 93.1 no 67 kHz SCA; has 57 kHz data 
KLOS 95.5 tX indesys data {high-speed} 
KIQQ 100.3 removes Dr. Gene Scott {tG) from 92 kHz 
after six-week experiment; replacement for Dr. Scott 
imminent on a “major LA station’, Scott uses only 92 kHz 
SCAs. 
KPWR “Power 106” 105.9 no SCA now, but interested if a 
planned move to Mount Wilson materializes 
KLVE 107.5 tX, 67 kHz high speed data 
[Several Los Angeles-area stations—notably KPCC Pasadena, KPWR 
Los Angeles and KUTE Glendale—would, reportedly, tike to add 
SCA when tower heights improve. Two others told our reporter 
that they would like to remove their SCAs at the first opportunity, 
citing multipath problems because of bad terraifi in the area. Those 
stations are KFAC-FM and KOST. KB2ZT 97.1 said to be not inter- 
ested in getting SCA at all; others without it are neutral, 
Bonneville’s KBIG 104.3 would like te expand to cover the entire 
baseband (57-92 kHz) with SCA data; no longer broadcasting Mor- 
mon vaice on Wednesday nights and Sundays as they had a few 
months ago.)° 
CA Pasadena KPCC *89.3 talking book and main channel relay 
much of the time; may move tTB to 92 kHz when power/height 
increase comes about, with 67 kHz sold to a paying customer. This 
prospect bothers some of the radio-TV faculty, who feel KPCC 
would. then move in the direction of a professional staff. 
CA Riverside KDUO 97.5 tG (92 kHz; Dr, Scott) 67 kHz only for 
data from transmitter (occasional tX) 
CA San Fernando KGIL-FM 94.3 tG (92 kHz, Dr. Scott) 
CA San Francisco KFOG 104.5 tG (92 kHz, Dr. Scott). ‘We put 
DR. Scott on KFOG on Monday night (Feb. 3). | flew up there 
with Joe Shackelford, Doc’s chief engineer . | appreciate your Atlas 
and product availability very much. Have mailed out a dozen or so 
copies of your little catalog to Doc's listeners who called us during 
the six weeks we demonstrated SCA forhim............. au 
CA San Jose KBAY 100.3 Dr. Scott (192 kHz G) Many of the 
radios used for his customers in Los Angeles shipped to San Jase, 
since they are for the identical frequency, 100.3, and work there. 
CA Santa Monica KCRW *89.9 +E (Russian; teplacing music), tX 
92 kHz data. 
CO Denver KVOD 99.5 Or. Scott {coming soon), 92 kHz, tG 
MI Ironwood WIMI 99.7 no SCA, had sports relay and open carrier; 
Sports not heard in over a year, and no more open carrier; O 
fetwork on main carrier, replacing T network. 
NY Buffalo WNYS-FM 104.1 no SCA now, had Muzak 
NY New York WPIX-FM 101.9 to quote from one of the hourly 
announcements given on $2 kHz: “Foreground music 1 from 
Muzak,” +, with our reporter saying the lady doing the announc- 
ing “sounds like a reject from announcing school, but she'll do!” 
NY Rochester WVOR 100.5 no SCA (had music); S network on 
main channel {from ABC-FM); middte of the road and rock (mr). 
ND Minot KMPR *88.9 ttalking book for the blind 

KHHT 97.1 no SCA, although had SCA permit 
OH Piqua-Troy WPTW-FM 95.7 confirmed no SCA (had music} 
OH Van Wert 989 WERT-FM t music{“coming soon” 
OK Broken Arrow (Tulsa) KOZZ 92.1 tG (Dr. Scott, 92 kHz) / 
OR Portland KYTE-FM 101.1 tG (Dr. Scott, 92 kHz) 
PA Altoona WF8G-FM 98.1 Muzak, now IDs on main carrier 
with Johnstown-State College 


Geographical coordinates’ 


game plagues WICN Marcu, 1986 
PA Pittsburgh WSHH 99.7 +X data, “Wish-100,” on main channel, 


sometimes fradulently spelling it out as WISH, 
SC Anderson WANS-FM 107.3 no SCA (had audible telemetry) 
TX Fort Worth KPLX 99.6 Or. Scott (92 kHz f6) 


WV Clarksburg WKKW 106.5 t X (telemetry) 

More FM format changes~from “Orliado [FL] Sentinel” 
FL Cocoa BeachWSSP 104.1 b, no NBC 

FL Melbourne = WVTI 107.1 rm, no Anetwork 


FL Ocala WFUZ 93.7 S [Associated Press network] 
WM FO 92.7 U [United Press radio network} 
FL Titusville WAJX 98.3 1, listed as ABC-FM, but | doubt that, as 


ABC's current (and older) lists do not show this 


READERS’ REPORTS ANDOTHER NEWS 


New FMAtlas due approximately May 1, 1986, the 10th edition. 
Advance orders will now be accepted from club members. Send 
$8.95 for the book, which includes shipping. List price without 
shipping is $8.95. Shipping will be by bulk or book rate. If you 
absolutely want it by first class mail send an additional $1.50. 
Two or more copies $7 each. Make checks payable to Bruce F. 
Elving and specify that you are ordering the 10th edition. 
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Coming through with all the CA SCA news this month was Lyle 
Henry, chief engineer, KIQQ (which will continue with those 
call letters, even though their slogan is K-Lite) Las Angeles. He 
shared with us the result of calling ‘every FM station in LA and 
Orange Counties” about their present and future SCA plans. He 
says K261AB 100.1 Newhall has vertical polarization only, 1 watt 
with two final amplifiers to feed two antennas. “One points north- 
west to Newhall and the other northeast to Canyon Country from 
the translator site on the hilltop we call Loop Canyon Electronics 
Site.” 
AFlorence AL translator, ¥™276AM 103.1, made TV news 
when a Huntsville AL station showed the antenna on a tower, 
“which didn’t took to be over 40 or 50 feet above ground, and a 
Portable AM-FM cassette stereo with cable from the headphone 
jack feeding the transmitter, Tne news story did not say if the 
translator was licensed or not. Could be set up like the translator 
in the POPULAR COMMUNICATIONS article you wrote.” Keith 
Pugh said the article mentioned it as relaying WAPI-FM 94.5 
Birmingham AL, but | show it as a WJBB-FM 92.7 Haleyville (for 
the comet?) AL translator. But if it’s being fed from a “boom 
box,” who knows what stations it'll translate from time to time? 
Keith says WOCG *90.1 Huntsville AL has a very weak signal now. 
“But I’m not arguing! | only have three other ID’ed stations on 
90.1, the third one on Jan. 17, WHMC-FM Conway SC sign-off. 
Funny f can't get WEPR Greenville SC; it’s so much closer.” 
T. K. MeVey is not starting a’ rumor about Greenville MS “Z-98." 
“That was my mistake. They are still WBAQ, b $ 97.9. [In Knox- 
ville 1] WKCS *91.1 is on the air during school hours M-F with 
mono rock. No other changes noted in east TN, a stable place 
these days.”’ 
WICN *90.5 Worcester MA announced in their Oct. program 
guide about going to the channel 27 tower with more height. 
Then in January, they wrote: “On the fifth of December, we 
received word from Hill Broadcasting, the owners of the channel 
27 tower where our transmitter is located, that we were to vacate 
the prem.ses by 20 December 1985. - This started a whole flurry 
of activity involving electricians, tower companies, engineering 
consultants, the FCC, moving vans and our own staff members. 
The end result is one which will affect WICN in tie most positive 
way. The Worcester Science Center has graciously agreed to be 
the host of the WICN transmitter... the Science Center will house 
our transmitter and allow us to recycle their tower previously used 
for wind generation as the antenna site. There is a temporary set- 
back in our current situation. Since we must use a nondirectional 
antenna, there will be some of you who may not be able to hear us . 
quite as well. . . Plans are afoot to purchase a new directional anten- 
na and build a new tower to allow all our friends to hear us even 
better than before.” As I understand the situation, Channel 27 got 
mad at WICN when WICN was filing an application for a licence 
for the channel 27 site, and discovered tnat the geographical coor- 
dinates listed for channel 27 were wrong. They correctly reported 
this error to the FCC, and that got channel 27 corporate ne fe 
inni i FM station’s ouster. Now, goin 
mew ene report the World Trade Center ‘Inde 
Empire State Building tower site as having errors in their geograph- 
ical coordinates, as we have discovered in this column? It happens 
often and stations snouldn’t get so uptight about it. 


WICN90.5 fm 
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“WICN subscriber Richard Steinberger says ‘‘The WICN signal has 
dropped here so it is poor on portables, and the muitipath meter 
hits 30 to 40% on my tuner. The Jan. reference to the nondirection- 
al antenna must imply a drop to their old 2-3 kw power level. I'll 
have to take a drive over and look at this ‘tower’.” . 

Larry Fuss sent a story about WARM-FM 99.7 Atlanta going to 
a new top 40 format and possible change in call letters. They ‘out: 
spent just about every other station in town with its fall advertising 
and promotion campaign and the market still refused to embrace 
them. Now they're gaing to try this. I feel sorry for desperate peo- 
ple,” says WZGC 92.9 program director John Young. Larry Fuss 
muses: ‘‘A great way to build up a consistent following.” Then he 
sent a new call letters’ logo for KCAJ 95.9 El Dorado AR. Watch 


~ KIXIKOS 


It will be ‘‘Kicks-96," with no decision about any format change. 
WZGC 92.9, Z-93, maintains its lead in the Atlanta Arbitrons, with 
WKLS 96.1 in second place. Also in Atlanta news, Nick Lombardi 
sent an article “Battle Stations, Atlanta Radio is a War Zone.’The 
article quotes Atlanta radio consultant Lee Abrams: ‘AM radio is 
almost dead. It’s just a matter of time, say 10 years. Same thing as 
the phonograph record, now we've got CDs.” And ‘‘AM’s grim fut- 
ure is akealy being lived out at WOXI AM. Once Atlanta’s number 
one Top 40 station, it finished 17th in the fall Arbitron ratings. 
General manager Jerry Blum admits the future direction of the sta- 
tion is now under review and a programming decision will be reach- 
ed by March Ist, he says."’ Abrams says Atlanta is “‘one of the 
better radio markets, with well-executed formats. It's got a lot of 
stations that are new and real committed; plus others that have 
been around a long time and honed-down their formats.” 


Nick: ‘I would be curious to know how the FCC’s new coverage 
curves you mentioned. . . differ from the old ones (other than be- 
ing metric). ” Some quick examples, Nick, are for Class A stations 
at maximum 300 meters and 3 kw. I show them at 16 miles pri- 
mary and the new curves would put them more like 1444 miles. 
Class B stations (50 kw, 492’) I list at 32.5 miles, while the new 
curves would show them at about 32 miles. This is based on a quick 
use of the curves, and I am sure ‘ Larry Fuss could explain further. 
“If you do decide to eliminate network listings, I hope you will at 
least keep the NPR data (and it’s much more useful in the by-geo- 
graphical section). Note that if you design your data base correctly, 
your output should be able to look any way you want it to;whether 
or not you've gone to a computer should not be used as an excuse 
to radically reformat everything.” See my comments, Nick, about 


But there's another side to the FMX system, as the Oct. 85 SCA: 
Radio Subearrier Report points out in an article, “CBS/NAB FM 
System Could Have Side Effects for SCA; Ignorance Prevails for 
the Market." Tests of the system were conducted over WPKT *90.5 
Meriden [sic] CT, a station which has no SCA, and later concerns 
have arisen about interference to or from an SCA with ithe DBX sys- 
tem in use. “However, several engineers we spoke with expressed 
some doubts about the full compatibility of FMX and subcarriers, 
both in terms of crosstalk from the difference channel into SCAs, 
and crosstalk from SCAs into the main channel. ‘I am concemed 
about whether it’s going to greatly increase the susceptibility of 
receivers to crosstalk from the SCA’, says Eric Small, Modulation 
Sciences, Inc. According to Small, one of the most positive develop- 
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SCA Interference problems May Spell Doom of FMX System 
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ments in the SCA business during the past decade has been the 
universal acceptance of the phase-locked loop Fm detector, whict: 
has virtually done away with ‘birdies’ stemming from SCA inter- 
ference. PLLs have a very high rejection of quadrature informa- 
tion, he says, so extra circuitry will be needed to pick up the FMX 
quadrature channel. This, he says, could restore the ‘birdie’ prob- 
lem. FMX may also threaten analog SCA services, according to 
John Kean (former National Public Radio engineer—ed.). .. Kean 
says Cost considerations force SCA receiver manufacturers to use 
‘less than ideal’ bandpass filters to reject information from the 
adjacent stereo subchannel. In some cases, extra energy due to 
FMX could spill over. .. FMX is not close enough to reality ‘to 
warrant the effort’ of tests, says [the marketing director} at 
Johnson Electronics, Inc. . . Small, for one, is generally skeptical 
of FMX, which he calls ‘a solution in search of a problem’. He 
does not expect it to be widely adopted, suggesting instead that it 
will suffer the same fate as Dolby B broadcasting: ‘It's a cute idea, 
but I can't believe it’s going to fly’.” I have talked to Small and 
found him to be one of the most knowledgeable people around on 
the subject of FM main carriers, as well as SCAs. He developed 
‘Optimod” and the firm’s “Sidekick” FM-SCA generators. 


An article W. R. McIntosh sent concerns KNAC 105.5 Long 
Beach going all “heavy metal.’’ I already listed them as p for pro- 
gressive rock, so how is “heavy metal” categorized, rp? Please, 
don't send me any tapes or air checks of KNAC or similar 
stations! I'll take anyone’s word! ‘‘KNAC’s format change has 
caused an uproar, especially among listeners who had loyally sup- 
ported the Long Beach-based station’s eclectic, altemative-rock 
play list... The KNAC format switch has clearly overjoyed one 
key group of listeners— the army of record execs who see radio 
exposure as an important tool in boosting heavy-metal album ap- 
peal,” and the station is cited as filling a programming void. 
Another article he sent is about hard-nosed former KNBC-TV 
news director Irwin Safchik teaching and directing volunteer stu- 
dents at KCSN *88.5 Northridge CA, a station without an SCA. 
Mc comments: ‘‘KCSN is just about dead center in the San Fer- 
nando Valley. With 3000 watts you might think they were well 
situaed for their share of the 1.5 million potential listeners. Ac- 
tually, they have problems. Most ‘big’ FM stations here are to the 
east and south of the Valley, So only those who are directly west 
of KCSN (and have their antennas pointed east) or those who 
have nondirectional antennas can get full fidelity reception. All 
others get KCSN off the sides or backs of their antqguas. The FM 
receiver we have convenient for listening has a fixed antenna 
pointed southeast, and KCSN sounds horrible... .Noted your 
change of address. Guess your escrow finally cleared.” [ You're 
right, while waiting for it to clear we had our money invested and 


Rimshotter WRDW Wrens GA getting a mighty boost from its 
site in North Augusta SC on translator W261 AP, licensed to Aug 
usta GA. “Good coverage for 1 watt. Full stereo 8 miles away,” 
says Tracy Wood. 

The exciting frequency changes in Indiana are described by 
Ralph Strobel: “At 0000 on 1-16, | was on 93.5 waiting for WZ- 


moved, WWWO Hartford City turned on their transmitter for 
testing. | dialed to 92.7 to find a dead carrier on. In seconds, 
WZWZ was on their new frequency with an ID. At 0055 Hartford 
City gave their first !D and was playing music while testing. After 
0200 WWWO went off permitting ‘93-WX US’ Lafayette to be 
blasting in, with an ID at 0229 and AP news. At 0600 WOKZ 
104.9 Muncie signed on. | taped the first five minutes and saved 
it, WWWO also signed on at 0600. WOKZ is 24 hours, but 93.5 
WWWO signs off at midnight. . . No signs of *89.5 WFCI Franklin 
IN on air. WWDS *90.5 Muncie IN still claims 26 watts, so still 
using 10 watt transmitter. | can't find WDUB Granville OH on 
*91.1 as yet... WITT 93.5 Tuscola IL seems to be deleted for 
good.” [Not yet, FCC shows it as still licensed! An article Ralph 
sent mentioned that many of WOKZ's employes are students. _ 
And he says WZRQ 106.3 in Columbia City iN is off the air again! 


Henry Morgan, Bing Crosby star on WTHT-FM 


FCC-FM 

“Why would anyone in Washington IN want a translator rebroad- 
casting WZRQ? Seems rati.er illogical, even if the station had 
stayed on the air... . No sign of WCXL *89.5 Kettering OH.” 
Ralph, there won’t be any WCXL. *89.5 is to be shared by WDPR 
and WDPS Dayton OH, each with 200 watts h & v; 200’. 

In Buffalo NY ratings, sent by David Nieman, WBEN (AM) with 
the help of carrying the Buffalo Bills games,come out on top. 
Next in line were WIYE FM, WYRK FM, WBUF FM, WPHD FM, 
and WWKB (formerly WKBW). Dave says: ‘‘In the local rumor 
mill, the new WWKB AM owners are looking to pick up oue of the 
area's floundering FM oudets. Having an FM station would help 
boost their sales. It would also let them use their high-paid staff to 
simulcast.” [At least 25% of the time—Ed., unless the mule is done 
away with and 100% simulcasting were permitted. ] 

Paul L. Gaines sent articles on how many stations have changed 
owners in Detroit in 1985, like WJOI 97.1 and WNIC-FM 100.3, 
and WRIF 101.1, WLLZ 98.7, WOTX 99.5, WORS 105.1, WLTI 
93.1, as well as across-the-river CJOM 88.7. Two other stations 
that may soon be sold are WKSG 102.7 Mount Clemens and WCZY 
95.5 Detroit. And there have been many d-j changes, some of 
which were outhned in recent issues of RadioPhiles and other 
industry papers. WMJC 94.7 Birmingham has changed to mainly 
rock (r), and further changes are contemplated to recapture listen - 
ers. The station’s latest ratings gave them a 1.5 share. ABC is now 
monitoring drug use at its stations, and WHYT 96.3 is quoted as 
saying they have a strong drug policy and have for some time. 
Correction on the above about WMJC. Robert Grant says they 
have softened, aud are mr (m evenings) and at other times are 
leaning to m with the $10,000,000 hiring of Alan Almond, who 
was a popular afternoon announcer on WNIC-FM. Price Commun- 
ications bought WNIC-AM-FM. ‘Who is this Price Communicati- 
ons?"muses Robert. “They buy a famous a/c station, WOWO (IN) 
and change the evenings to talk while keeping a/c during the day, 
then they buy an FM and run it commercial free to try to make the 
other FM competitors look weaker. . . Local AM notes: Paul 
Gaines’ report is correct, WNZK is on with e and in 3% months I 
have not yet heard a single ad. I am told the owner was offered 
more than $500,000 for the station before it went on tne air {it is 
a daytinier with 500 w and a directional antenna aimed away from 


the listening area and plastered with alternate-channel interference). 


.. The comments on AM tech on page 7 of 1-86 VUD made me 
shriek! Particularly ‘those who think AM can sound as good as FM 
must be living in some kind of dream world’, FACT: AM is in the 
process of|improving} . . its audio. AM sounding as good as FM is 
not a matter of opinion or taste, but rather a clear-cut scientific 
fact. .. Those who have been listening to radios no better than At- 
water Kents pulled from Model T’s have the mistaken idea that AM 
is limited in transmission quality to the point where it cannot 
sound as good as FM stereo. Unfortunately, some of these people 
have political power within the FCC. . . There also seems to be 
nearly no demand for wide-area coverage radio anyway. This shows 
in unbelievably low shortwave broadcast listenership, the failure of 
a direct-satellite TV service, very low listenership to existing AM 
sky waves at night and low listenership to strong FM signals from 
moderate-distance cities where nearby locally-sent signals are avai!- 
able... FM, with more than 2/3 of the U.S. radio audience, is a 
success because it provides excellent audio quality to areas less than 
100 km in diameter {even when coverage is greater than this). If 
AM is to prosper, it must be as similar to FM as possible (in terms 
of tech, that it is known that it is Practical to make AM very simil- 
ar to FM). But the public, the retailers of receivers, receiver manu- 
facturers, the FCC and yes, even the broadcasters, have through 
poor audio and simulcasting, killed progress toward this aim. 

“But there is a silver lining to this cloud. Small, imaginative, 
upstart companies are working on even greater developments for 
medium-frequency broadcasting that might not have been Possible 
if AM stereo had become widespread reality.” 

I’ve finally copied Max Engel’s 1948 paper, and here is WTHT- 

FMon the Harthord dials aos 


Their slogan, “For the finest in FM." FMusic included Boston 
Symphony Orchestra, The Concert Hour, Metropolitan Opera 
Auditions, The Detroit Symphony. No heavy metal there, unless it 
be the clanging cymbols in the percussion section! FM Drama in- 
cluded Theatre Guild on the Air and Mayor of the Town (with 
Lionel Barrymore?). FM Comedy: Henry Morgan, Groucho Marx, 


March, 1986 


FM variety: BingCrosby, Break the Bank, Stop the Music, FMys- 
tery: This is Your F. B. 1., Gangbusters, The Fat Man, FM Youth: 
Storyland, Quizdown, Junior Town Meeting, Land of the Lost. 
FM Public Opinion: America’s Town Meeting, Hartford Speaks, 
Walter Winchell and Drew Pearson. Also from their ad: “Here are a 
few of the advantages that come to you with FM: Clear, bell-like 
1eception; elimination of static and electrical disturbances; no 
interference or fading caused by other stations. In brief—-FM offers 
an entirely new experience in radio enjoyment. .. The finest 
equipment has been installed by WTHT-FM in order that you may 
hear the station's programming fautlessly. If you live anywhere in 
Connecticut, you may be sure that when your FM dial is set at 
106.1 you are listening to radio at its best.” 

I'll try to have more historic pictures and tidbits later. 

Some other strange information came from a Quebec reader of 
my “Atlas.” He admits the following is not complete, and | 
wonder if he might have heard of applications, not on air stations. 
Mirabel PQ “‘new station” 104.9, French. CQO. MF? “new station 
la basse Laurentides PQ, 103.1, French.’And on Pp. 108 of my “FM 
Atlas” he correctly points out I have the wrong Coverages shown 
for CHFA-4 Hinton AT, not 19 and 54 miles, which he thought 
were too far. They should read 8 and 31 miles, 

Saul Chernos sent an item on FM from another DXer, Marc 
Maring IL, via Ken Onyschuk. Sault says: “I'll hopefully be at 
Jamestown NY (WTFDA) and maybe ANARC in Montreal. See 
you there?’”’ 

Danny Buntin sent much station news from OK and says: ‘Been 
a while since I last reported to you, but then there hasn’t been a lot 
going on in this part of the country, though noticed in your column 
translators are still expanding, can’t seem to get most of them... I 
would like to get an Onkyo T-9090 tuner but the mail order places 
I’ve checked don’t seem to have it in stock. Seems difficult to find 
a top of the line FM tuner anywhere. I figure I could use one to re- 
liven up my interest in FM DXing. I look forward to ordering your 
new FM Atlas.” 

Helping out with tne ABC network listing was Roger Winsor, 
who said: “This was easy to do and I'm glad I could do it for you. 
Like i said in the note: WKIO 103.9 Urbana is now on at 2300 w 
from their new 370’ tower; is all over the dial in my apt. Also 
WEIU *88.9 is on, sign on at 4 p. m. with news uutil 6:30 then jazz 
and even later blues and ald rock. Their signal is fair to poor and 
suffers from WKYU QRM and also WVJC *89.1 splash. . . If I can 
help again don’t hesitate." And thanks again, to you, Roger, fora 
job well done. [Yorkshire NY. 

Not yet on ttie air, according to Dave Nieman: WYEF *91.9 / 

Rod O'Connor has read that both the KSKA translators in Pal- 
mer, K2088C *89.5, and Talkeetna, K205BB *88.9, are on the 
air. I must have neglected to mention K205BB, since he said he has 
not seen anything in the VUD on it, so the above is the information 
Ihave. Allin Alaska, of course. 

In FCC news, the FCC has advised that petitions proposing more 
than two channel substitutions “generally” will not be entertained. 
That means that stations like WOKZ 104.9 Muncie might not be 
able to come on in the future. AT least three stations had to shift 
channels to enable Muncie to get 104.9. The program guide of 
KCGN 101.5 Ortonville MN claims a Clara City translator will be 
on soon on 99.7; I have not even seen an application filed for that 
frequency, and ] understand the FCC is not granting translators on 
class B/C channels, at least for the present. Their Willmar translator 
on 106.3 has been upgraded. 

Thave an article published in the Jan. 28, 1986 issue of Current, 
“for people in public telecommunications,” entitled “The Sad Fate 
of Public Radio in Nebraska." I outline the 10-year opposition to 
public radio by commercial broadcasters and quote Bud Pentz of 
KMAZ (FM) Beatrice in exhorting his colleagues to cough up 

3,000 to pay a lobbyist to defeat a public radio bill in 1981: 

“Your check for $100 would be most beneficial, or for that 
matter, any amount. . . Make your check out to Nebraska Broad- 
casters Association Defense Fund. Mail it to: Dr. Larry Walklin, 
treasurer, Nebraska Broadcasters Association, PO Box 82422, 
Lincoln NE 68501... Let me give you one reason why you 
should. If you don't help with the payment of this fee, and we 
lost the job, and LB78 becomes law, guess what. . You're going 
to have nine more FM operations iu the spectrum and your tax 
money will pay for the construction, legal fees, engineering, and 
the operation of the same for the rest of your time on earth...” 
After the bill was defeated, Pentz weate | the NBA membership. 
“ i h of these senators who v 
i copedtan rg 38 Remember, we did it with a vote of BS to 
12, with 9 not voting. Get out your letter writing machine and 
start now. . . I mean ‘rat now’... And thank them for giving usa 
state WITHOUT PUBLIC RADIO for one more year.”” 
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I could point out that Dr. Larry Walklin is a former student of 
mine when I taught at Kansas State University, Manhattan KS. He 
is general manager of KRNU (FM) *90.3 Lincoln NE, and one in 
academia who favors only student-training radio, not public radio. 
T have been told that commrcial broadcasters are not as hostile 
toward public radio in other states as they are in Nebraska—at 
least elsewhere they pay lip service to it, but in Nebraska there is 
open war. Unless it’s student training radio, where they can get 
announcers cheaply. Move over Marcos and Aquino— there's real 
fighting in Nebraska! 


Also on a personal note, KUMD *103.3 interviewed me, and the 


article is in their February-March program guide, ‘‘Airwaves,”’ 
University of Minnesota— Duluth, 10 University Drive, Duluth MN 
55812-2496 (write for a copy if you're interested). The article is 
on the front page, along with a 29-year-old picture of me as a 
student, and my memories of helping start KUMD 30 years ago. 
Enclose a 39¢ stamp to help them. 

Walter Patton sent lots of | Canada news this month, and he 
points out a problem regarding Canadian station information. 
“RECENT CRTC NOTICES have taken to omitting all technical 


detail. Only the name of the applicant and the type of service (FM, 


TV, etc.) is given. The same has been true of decisions for some 
time. For more information you are supposed to either go see the 


A Canadian spelling leccon [lesson?] 
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is about 80% of my reason for being in the club (afte/L. A's idea 
of FM DX is Tijuana during a smog-alert!). Keep up tae great work 
—and, dammit, blow your hom about it a little more!”’ 

W. R. McIntosh sent an article on ABC and Carital Cities sta- 
tions finalizing their merger, and another which included the latest 
L. A. ratings. KIIS 102.7 was first and KABC was second, the one 
on which I was on { Ray Briem show}, 790 AM. Then it was KJOI 
98.7, KLOS 95.5, KBIG 104.3, etc. 

And Tom Cornell sent an article showing how WZWZ Kokomo 


advertised its move to 92.7 Jan. 15. The station celebrated its 


move by having a party at Biggs Lounge in the Ramada Inn, Hwy. 
31, from 9 p.m. tol a m. Tom's comment: ‘At long last, the 


applicant or visit the CRTC offices ia Hull PQ. They do say acom- move is taking place.” Waldo Bishop sent an article in which it is 


plete text of decisions is available by writing to them (or even by 


phoning them) but no mention is made of cost or what the reaction 


would be if you were to ask for all broadcasting decisions. Perhaps 
a few letters of COMPLAINT MIGHT BE EFFECTIVE, but I 


doubt they will send chills up the spines of these friendly, all-know- 
ing bureaucrats. However, the address of the secretary of the CRTC 


ae Fernand Beliste 


CRTC 

Central Building 

Les Terrasses de la Chaudiere 

1 Promenade du Portage 

Hull PQ KIAON2 CANADA 
“CKO-FM stockhoders have given the company one more year to 
tum a profit or they will pullt the plug. There is a difference 
between a license in Canada and the U. S. The CRTC grants a 
licence to an applicant who meets the commission’s criteria. The 


actual facilities, however, require the approval of the Department of 
Communications which grants a Technical Operating Certificate for 
the transmitter, antenna, etc. Since both appear to require the other 


(certificate and license) it is a wonder there is ever a final approval. 
“As to spelling (the license—licence question), here in Canada both 
British and American spellings are used, preferably in the same sen- 
tence. Letters to the editor columns in newspapers carry raging de- 
bates as to whether words should end -our or -or and -er or -re. We 
also use the abbreviations month/day/year, day/month/year and 
the new ST standard year/month/day (1-27-86, 27-1-86 and 86-1- 
27). Then of course, there are those who have not quite made the 
switch to metric. . .”” 

Also in Canada news, Deane D. McIntyre says all of Saskatche 
wan is onCentral Standard Time throughout the year, no DST 
observed at all in that province. But someone else sent me a map 
with new time zone boundaries, showing at least some of SASK in 
the MST zone, so I will go by that reference for now. “Otherwise, 


asserted that WANM AM, a daytimer, is the city’s number one 
rated station. It is a black-oriented and staffed station, and is the 
AM side of WAMF *90.5 (Florida A&M University). 


FM PIRATE CLOBBERED IN MINNESOTA 

Some of you may have seen the Jan. 6 “Broadcasting,” p. 186, 
asmall piece called “Pirate Hunt.” “FCC announced it has shut 
down pirate radio station ‘KSMR’ Minneapolis, which was oper- 
ating on 105.1 mHz, unassigned FM frequency.’ Other cities where 
pirates are believed located were listed, and Lyle Henry tells me 
104.7 in Los Angeles is a favorite spot for pirates (none of which 
has SCA) to hang out. 

Well, | have heard a rare tape of the bust of ‘KSMR.’ The FCC 
was notified the station was on the air, and even though it was a 
a weekend, the FCC man promptly drove to theareacalled the per- 
son who complained, and told him to get a tape ready. The pirate 
left the air breifly ana came back on, this time with the FCC guy 
saying “‘This is the FCC. We are closing down ‘KSMR’ because it 
does not have a license.” Silence. 

The FCC man, whose office: is in ST. Paul MN, disclosed that 
the station had excellent equipment, much better than some com- 
mercial stations. It did not take him long to find the pirate. | told 
the person who complained that | disagreed with his method. [ 
would have tracked down the pirate myself (not that difficult with 
a directional FM antenna, map of the city so you can plot the 
beam, ¢ car radio with FM aud possibly a low-sensitivity portable 
radio so you can Pinpoint it to the exact house once you find the 
neighborhood), knocked on his door while he was broadcasting, 
and found out how friendly tie was. If not friendly at all, and he 
was Causing interference, then and only then would I have notified 
the FCC. | say this with a background of pirate broadcasting my- 
self, including the first year of KUMD Duluth broadcasting, which 
was entirely extraegal AM, using a phono oscillator and longwire 


the time zone maps and DST information in the Atlas is correct for @?tenna and later a 250-watt transmitter on 880 kHz. Citizens 
Canada, as is the information regarding formats, etc. for the Edmon- With information on pirates are asked to notify the FCC engineer 


ton FM stations. Most of the local AM stations (CHED, CFCW, 
CJCA, CHQT, CFRN) are now in stereo, but stereo AM receivers 
are in very short supply, the demand for same being nearly non- 
existent. You may also be interested to know that FM has almost 
exactly 50% of the Canadian radio audience as of last year (1985), 
being weakest in Saskatchewan.” 


in charge, Box 1588, Grand Island NE 68802-1588; (308) 382-42- 


96. When I was in Kearney and reported to them my own illegal 
FM translator, it took them six months to respond and order me 
to quit broadcasting— they did that by niail, certified, return receipt 
requested. No door-knocking or confiscation of equipment. KUMD, 
when it was turned in, had the complaint addressed to KUOM (AM) 


Greg Hardison, ABC, writes re the Ray Briem Show and my par- Minneapolis, because the FCC did not knew a branch of the Univer- 
ticipation or lack thereof. “Breaking in with any of your excellent SY of Minnesota existed in Duluth. Soon after that KUMD went 
observations on VHF/UHF would have IN NO WAY been a matter FM, which is a long story that began with pirate broadcasting of 

of rudeness—rather, simply, equal participation in a conversation. I which | can proudly say # was a bart. 


realize you were at a disadvantage being on by phone, rather than in- 


studio, yet, as you recall, and as I expected, we received 2 or 3 
calls from listeners specifically addressed to you, about FM. I in- 
vited you onto the show to share your expertise on FM, etc., and 


| believe “KSMR” had stereo, and that no equipment was con- 
fiscated, although the station’s operator was no kid, probably in 
his 30s. in another Minnesota station close-down, which appar- 
ently had nothing to do with the FCC, a Minneapolis Star and Tri- 


the conveyance of such specialized info. requires an approach of ac- Dune article said: Two of the Twin Cities’ newest radio stations 
tive—almost aggressive—participation in the ‘talk-flow’. . . Indeed, the have been taken off the air. It wasn’t because of low audience 


entire FM DX tobby, obviously, needs to show a little more self- 
assurance about making itself known in the overall DX-mishmash. 
I know bloody well the FM/VHF/UHF DX sphere is worth promot- 


ratings, however, even though they did broadcast some fairly dull 
stuff. The stations were low-power FM outlets at the State Capitol 
that began carrying floor sessions of the Minnesota Senate and 


ing—that's why I asked you tc jain us on the show! Need I say more? House at the end of the 1985 session. The stations, at 88.1 and 


Please inform me when the Tenth edition is out—I can definitely 


89.1 on the dial, interfered with the signals of two commercial (?) 


appreciate the work you're putting into it, with deregulation and all. stations and couldn’t be heard in the State Office Building, where 


[do keep mine updated, thanks to your column, which, by the way, 
t 


10 


| 


Let the TV SAP flow to benefit AM radio! 


FCC/FM 


most legislative offices are. So the whole idea has been dropped. 
Legislators and staff members in the Capitol and parts of the State 
Office Building will receive floor debates via wires and speakers. In 
other areas, they will have to dial a phone number and listen to 
desktop speakerphones. A good use for SCA—no? 

Walter Kowalczyk, PA, wrties: “In this digital age, | hear stations 
giving their exact frequencies now, which is good. This past Sept., 
passing thru Harrisburg, | had the chance to see an old Zenith 
console radio that tuned the old FM band as well as 88-108. The 
selector was labelled ‘FM-4S’ and ‘FM-100’ as well as AM, ofcourse’ 


NEW ZENITH *€ 
With Armstrong 2-Ba 


A regal beauty featuring ch 
ords with the Cobra Tone 
SHORTWAVE, and TWO 

organ and large Concert Gr. 
ord space in mahogany ip 
tubes plus phono tube plus 
indicator plus rectifier eube. 


NEW ZENITH “CHIPPENDALE” 2-band FM. I just happen 
to have a picture! From 1948, text reads: ‘A regal beauty featuring 
the New Way to Play Records with the Cobra Tone Arm plus 
STANDARD, SHORTWAVE, and TWO BAND FM radio. .. . 9 radio 
tubes plus phono tube plus tuning indicator plus rectifier tube. 
$425.00. Stern & Company, Wholesale Distributors, 210 Chapel 
Street, Hartford 1, Conn.” 

“Scanning the dial for any new SCA, | heard WPNT simulcasting 
KDKA (AM). | don’t know what this was all about, as it is the 
basebail off-season, and the stations are no longer commonly own- 
ed... Normally, the SCA is off except for baseball—but at one time 
they simuicast continually. An idea: now that the FCC deregulated 
SCA and anything can be carried on it, commonly owned FM and 
AM stations should simulcast the AM program on SCA. With you 
(and others) selling receivers, this could eventually prove profitable 
to the stations. [ can think of WOKU having SCA equipment gather- 
ing dust since the blind reading service they used 10 carry folded. It 
would cost next to nothing to operate and nothing to program, the 
AM program being at the common transmitter site. Although I can 
see their tower out my bedroom window, about 6 miles away, their 
AM signal here is extremely poor at night. If | could get it on SCA, 
| might be inclined to tune in once in a while. | was in Mount Poc- 
ono PA in 1981 and could not hear the 92.1 translator you have 
listed. Instead, | heard the Nanticoke station on that frequency, 
coming from about 40 miles away. 

“Commonly owned TV-AM stations could carry the AM on the new 
TV SAP channel, for which receivers are becoming readily available. 
Radio Snack even nas a stand-alone TV stereo sound-SAP receiver 
for sale. This, and the SCA idea above, could be the way to ‘save 
AM’, putting it on an FTA radio system whose signals go places with- 
out all the disturbances typical of AM. Some daytime AM stations 
are being authorized to operate at night with powers of as low as 5 
waits. One such station tried it and couldn’t hear it 4 mile away, 
but there are the visionaries who are trying to make something of 
this. Better they should lease an SCA channel, then maybe someone 
might actually hear them!” 

More about pirates, this time from Ernie Wilson's “Experimental 
Broadcaster’s Newsletter,” Vol. 3, No. 1,write him at Box 130, 
Paradise CA 95969, “The FCC has recently renewed its effort to 
shut down unlicensed stations. From the reports we get, however, 
we come to these conclusions: 1) the FCC is understaffed; 2) they 
tend to Ignore unlicensed AM and FM stations, 3) they respond to 
complaints about interference; 4) monetary forfeitures (fines} range 
from 0 to $1000; 6) sometimes they will confiscate equipment; 7) 
sometimes they give a verbal warning with no other penalty; 8) if 
you play ‘ignorant of the law’ (gee... | didn't know Iwas doing 
wrong), they may go easier on you,” 

Walter Patton, or somebody, sent me a booklet on how citizens 
can take part in decisions of the CRTC. Probably the best way to 
Change policy in a way that will help DXers is to urge them to give 
more complete technical information on stations in their news 
releases, and writing them at the address on the Previous page would 
bé a good idea. I am not sure I will find the time todo so, but 1am 
sure any of you could put in your own words why they should do 
this, and the point will get across where it should. 


MARCH, 1986 
VvE GOTTEN INFORMATION FROM David A. SIN- 
chair, VANCOUVER BC, WHO ENJOYS READING THIS 
COLUMN. HE SENT AN ITEM FROM THE PROVINCE, 
HIS CITY'S MORNING NEWSPAPER, ON VARIOUS APPLI- 
CANTS FOR VANCOUVER FM CHANNELS. CONSENSUS 
SEEMS THAT AN APPLICANT PROPOSING A COUNTRY MUSIC 
FORMAT MAY HAVE AN INSIDE TRACK. IN CANADA, THE 
MUSIC FORMAT YOU PROPOSE HAS A BEARING ON 
WHETHER YOU WILL GET A LICENSE, UNLIKE IN THE U.S. 
THe CRTC CONTROLS ON PROGRAMMING ARE BEING OP- 
POSED BY CANADIAN COMMERCIAL BROADCASTERS. 
“THIS MEANS THE FM BAND IS HEAVILY REGULATED ON 
MUSIC, TALK ANDO NUMBER OF COMMERCIALS, WHILE THE 
AM BAND 15 RELATIVELY FREE,” says PliERRE NADEAU, 
CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF BROADCASTERS. CONTROLS, 
LIKE ON CANADIAN CONTENT iN RECURDS, MAKE IT VERY 
HARD FOR STATIONS IN VANCOUVER TO COMPETE, “BE- 
caAUsE FM RADIO IN WASHINGTON STATE IS UNREGU- 
LATED. ‘WE'RE GETTING A LOT OF COMPETITION FROM 
THE SEATTLE AREA,’ SAID ONE” BROADCASTER. AND 
Davip SENT 10 SHEETS 9F CRTC INFORMATION ON HEAR- 
INGS IN VANCOUVER 93.7, 95.3, CHILLWACK 107.5, ABBOTS- 
FORD/NoRTH VANCOUVER 104.9, AND VICTORIA 92.1 
AND 100.3, AND IT WAS HE WHO SENT THE ITEM ON CRTC 
PARTICIPATION, AND NOT WALTER PatTTON. ANYWAY, 
THANKS FOR ALL YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS. THIS MONTH WAS 
THE THICKEST FILE EVER, AND | HOPE YOU EXCUSE ME 
FOR ALLOWING SOME OF (T TO GO ASTRAY AND WIND UP 
IN THE WRONG ENVELOPES. 


AND, 
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CONTRIBUTORS: waido F. Bishop, Tallahassee FL; Louis R. 
Briones, Laguana Niguel CA; Danny Buntin, Stillwater OK; A. J. 
Chambertain, Hinsdale NY; Saul Chernos, Paris ON; Tom Cornell, 
Greentown IN; Larry Fuss, Jackson GA; Paul L. Gaines, Detroft MI; 
Jim Gibbons, Cotonia NJ; Rabert Grant, Detroit Ml; Gregory S. 
Mbrui on, Farorama City CA; Bob Hempel, Manson IA (who sent the 
same story that was in a month ago about KUCB *89.3 Des Moines in- 
vading over other stationd Also: Lyle C. Henry, KIQQ, Los Angeles CA; 
Walter Kowalezyk, North Huntingdon PA; Nick Lombardi, Atlanta GA; 
Charles B. Lowell, Minot ND; W. R. Mcintosh, Granada Hills CA; Deane 
D. Mcintyre, Edmonton Alberta (is that correctly abbreviated AT or 
AB?); T. K. McVey, Knoxville TN; Paul W. Morrissey, Hull MA; David J. 
Nieman, Akron NY; Rod O'Connor, who sent a nice card showing where 
he is living, Kodiak AK, with white-capped mountains behind it; Merrill 
Oliver, Waters Information Services, Binghamton NY; Ken Onyschuk, 
Oak Lawn IL; J. S. Palmatier, Sr. Winter Park FL; Craig W. Pattllio, 
Portiand OR; Walter Patton, Willowdale ON; Keltn Pugh, New Hope AL; 
Franklin and Richard Reese, Jersey Shore PA; David A. Shogren, Prince- 
ton MN; David A, Sinclair, Vancouver BC; Richard Steinberger, Hudson 
MA; Ralph Strobel, Muncie IN; Stephen Tuura, St. Catharines ON; E. R. 
Wilson, Paradise CA; A. G. Williams, Verdun PQ; Roger Winsor, Cham- 
paign IL; Tracy Wood, Hepnzitah (Augusta) GA. And a mystery 
reporter, who lives 1260 km WNW of where W55PU would have been! 
Now, nothing’s held over for next month, except for an ever-increasing 
file of historic FM pictures and documents, and a Los Angeles FM band 
spectagraph, notably showing no activity on 99.5 when KHOF was off, 
and KKLA had not begun broadcasting. 


ELE VISIO. 
NEWS 


FORUM, PART ONE 

Mail has been a little heavy, so I decided 
to get a head start on the column. Quite a 
bit of internationalnews, including the 
Caribbean area, several contributors of Cana- 
dian news, and even Frenck television. 

WR, McIntosh sent the article on French 
television, from the 12/19/85 Los Angeles 
Times. Up to now, French television is enti- 
rely government=controlled. But now the gov- 
ernment is allowing private commercial chan- 
nels to compete with the government channels. 
But critics fear that French television may 
sink to the levels of Italian television. 

The government awarded the first license to 

ia French company which is connected with 
Silvio Berlusconi, who runs a commercial tel- 
evision empire in Italy, programming American 
soap operas, syndies, and movies with heavy 
lamounts of commercials, The decision to 
grant the license to that company has politi- 
ical implications, as Berlusconi is on good 
terms with socialist government officials in 
Italy and France. Competing for the license 
was a group of three stations: Radio Monte 
Carlo, Radio Television Luxembourg, and Eur- 
ope 1. Right wing opposition warned that, if 
it comes to power after the elections, it 
will sell off two of the government stations 
to conservative interests as commercial 
stations. The French senate also plans an 
investigation into the selection of Berlus- 
mits organization. 
lated Channel 5, will also be available on 

the upcoming French Broadcast satellite, 
TDF1, reaching a potential audience of 200 
million. Presently, the French government 
operates three broadcast stations and a cable 
channel. Although commercials are allowed, 
they do not interrupt programming. It had 
been said that government involvement with 
the stations stifles creativity and distorts 
news coverage. 

W.eR. MeIntosh also sent three articles ab- 
out the SIN affiliates, which are having 
legal problems, as was mentioned last month. 
FCC Administrative Law Judge John H. Conlon 
ruled that the licenses of thirteen SIN 
affiliates should not be renewed because they 
are illegally controlled by a Mexican televi- 
sion magnate. The 13 stations are owned by 
either the Spanish International Communica- 
tions Corporation (5 stations), Bahia de San 
Francisco Television Company, Seven Hills 
Television Company, and various other owners 
of repeater stations. By law, foreign own- 
ership of domestic television stations can 
not exceed 20%. None of the companies men- 
tioned above have exceeded that limit, but 
the FCC based his decision on an "abnormal 
relationship" that could put the stations and 
companies under an even greater influence 
by Mexican media baron #milio Azcarraga and 


The new channel, design-: 


Bill Fohber, editor 
33E Atlantic Stree 
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American companies, had selected some of the 
employees, and had made them dependent on them 
for influence and direction. According to the 
lawyer for the companies, Conlin had not found 
any indications that the public had been 
harmed or that there was any intention to vio- 
late the law. The FCC also questioned the 
relationship between the Spanish International 
Communications Corp. (SICC) and Spanish Inter- 
national Network (SIN), a Mexican company 
mostly owned by Televisa, owned by Azcarraga. 
SICC and SIN are both owned partly by Reynold 
Anselmo, who is president of both. Both 
companies share the mme New York headquarters. 
The loans in question had ended 15 years ago, 
were used to establish the television stations 
and were known of by the FCC at the time. 

The second article questioned the effect of 
the FCC's decision on the Spanish community. 
SIN reaches 82% of them, offering them a 
tie with their cultural past. An alternative 
to the judge's decis ion could be to reorgan- 
ize the stations’ ownership and control, mak— 
ing it more Anglo controlled, which would be a 
slap in the face to the Spanish community. | 

The stations did appeal the decision to he 
FCC's review board, according to a third arti-~ 
cle. This suspends the revocation proceedings 
and allow s the stations to continue operating 
for as long as several years until the review 
board makes a decision. And even after that, 
they can ask the FCC itself to review the 
decision of the review board. 

HBO and Cinemax are now scrambling their 
satellite signals, according to another arti- 
cle sent in from Mc, They started scrambling 
on 1/15/86. Most of the other pay-TV servi- 
ces, and two of tne networks, plan to start 
scrambling their signals by the end of the 
year. 

Another blow to satellite antenna owners 
came from the FCC, According to another arti- 
cle, the FCC ruled that communities can not 
outlaw satellite dishes in order to promote 
local cable TV systems, but can still ban 
them if they interfere with the public health, 
safety or welfare or if they conflict with 
"reasonable and clearly defined" aesthetic 
values. But one group contends that because 
aesthetic standards are subjective, opponents 
of earth stations could devise any type of 
aesthetec standard they wished in order to 
prohibit the antennas. 

Other miscellaneous articles: The National 
Endowment for the Humanities granted $750,000 
each to W GBH-TV in Boston and KCxT in Los 
Angeles, on the con dition that they match 
three times that amount in private donations. 
PBS, on the lookout for more subscribers, will 
be advertising their programs on network-affi- 
liated stations in two . cities (Rochester NY 
and Toledo OH) as a test to see if it gains 
viewers. The Sacramento County Superior 
Court ordered eleven California television 
stations to air the California Lottery's "Big 
Spin,g"and left the way open for the state to 
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of its low ratings, Funding for the program 
was supposed to come from advertisers, not 
from lottery funds, but its low ratings had 
failed to attract enough sponsors. 

Rupert Fu rdock, owner of 20th Century Hox 
and six Met romedia stations, announced that 
he has no plans to pu rehase any more tele- 
vision stations, ‘estinghouse sold its Group 
W Cable, the nation's third largest cable 
TV operator, to a group of five cable compan= 
ies. It is believed that the five will even- 
tually divide up the Group W outlets among 
themselves. Capital Cities and ABC finalized 
their merger, and are now Capital Cities/ARC 
Inc. NBC will also change owners later this 
year when "CA and Gen eral Electric merge. 
Two Boston stations, ABC affiliate NCVB-TV 
and PBS outlet WGBU-TV, will begin closed- 
captioning tneir local evening news programs 
beginning in March. Viacom International 
will be buying CBS-owned station KMOZ-TV, 

St. Louis, MO, for 3122.5 million 

It was reported previously that United Cable 
Television of Los Angeles was having trouble 
meeting its deadline to wire homes in the San 
Fernando Valley for cable TV. United was 


already fined $121,875 for failing to install 
the first 50 miles in time, and it would not 

make its next deadline of 270 miles by 1/31, 

thus facing a +:3100,000 fine 

One article noted 1985 as "The Year of the 
Takeover." CBS successfully fought Ted Tur- 
ner's $5.8 million attempt to take over; Capi- 
tal Cities bought ABC for 33.5 billion, and 
General Electric bought RCA, parent company of 
NBC, for 36.28 billion. 

WeR. Mcintosh attributes the fact the the 
Los Angeles Times carries so much television 
news to the interest of Hollywood readers in 
the area. He also learned that "VEA" as in 
KVEA, the Spanish station on channel 52, 
is Spanish for "look at," so their slogan, 
"VEA 52" really means "look at 52." 

Another more recent article on the SIN situ- 
ation just ins This is an editorial, stating 
the the FCC decision to not renew the licenses 
of the SIN affiliates may work out for their 
benefit. It would force them to find American 
Latinos who are willing to invest in the 
stations, One reference to foreign influence 
is the daily news program, "24 horas," which 
is produced in Mexico City and has an obvious 
slant toward the Mexican government. 

As a result of his acquisition of MGM/UA 
Entertainment, Ted Turner could be forced to 
pay hign dividends on stocks until they are 
redeemed. This would be unlikely, but should 
it happen, he could very well lose control of 
Turner Broadcasting System in a few years. 

KNBC-TV, ch. 4 in Los Angeles, beat NBC in 
reporting the explosion of the Space Shuttle 
Challenger. Because of that region's interest 
in the aerospace industry, the station inter- 
rupted the "Today" show for the launch. View- 
ers of KNBC and of Cable News Network, which 
also carried the launch, saw the incident as 
it happened. 

Robert Goodman writes, "I was surprised to 
find WPIX-TV being repeated on channel 17 
here (Bronx, NY -wbf)....WI7AC had been on 
since Jan. 3, Since WPIX-TV (11) had gone to 


the World Trade Center and discontinued their 
old xltr on channel 73, viewers in midtown 
Manhattan had suffered." "W17AC is on the 
empire State Building and has a 30° wide 

beam pointed uptown (approx NNE) to fill in 
the shadow cast by the ESB from WTC. It takes 
1 kw final input, delivering 6.8 kw ERP, 
horizontally polarized, witn aurak as 10% of 
the total. Uses direct feed, not repeating 
(over the air -wbf)." WNET-i3 is also consid 
ering a repeater on the Mmpire State Buil- 
ding. “According to Glenn Hauser, Sri Lanka 
has inaugurated TV: VHF, system unknown." 

Newspaper clippings from Bob Hempel: KOIA= 
TV, che 17 in Ottumwa, IA, plans to sign on 
the air in early February. OIA is the form 
er LPTV on ch. 42 that went off the air in 
August, 1985, Also, KCBReTV, channel 17 in 
Des Moines, changed its callsign to KDSM-TV, 
Included was a new logo, which I will hold 
off on printing because of possible problems 
with glue-ons with the new publisher. Maybe 
next month. 

Randy Miltier writes about Gene Scott's 
former station in San Francisco. "The station 
is now KWBB..eand, so far, all they carry is 
eeeDr. Gene Scott! I turned it (him) on 
today ana he was pushing satellite dishes. He 
told everyone that if they purchased this dish 
they could receive him 24 hours a day. Accor- 
ding to an article in the 1/14 San Jose Mer- 
cury News, Gene Scott rents time on channel 
38 from 9 pem. to 6 asm. every night, and 
also during the daytime on Sunday. "He has 
that time because, just as he said when he 
iost his license to run Channel 38 last year, 
the new owners have no studios, no transmit- 
ter and no programming. So they are selling 
time to the good doctor rather than run 24 
hours of snow." The owners of the station are 
not divulging any information about their 
plans for the station. 

From the 1/28 San Jose Mercury News, a 
report that KQEC, ch. 32 in San Francisco, is 
now programming a new schedule different from 
KQED9, which it used to repeat. KQHC is now 
broadcasting adult educational programs in 
the late afternoon, current events and poli- 
tically-oriented programs during prime time, 
and children's educational programs on 


Saturday afternoons. KQ#D, which owns KQE, 
had wanted to make the change earlier, but 


was unable to because of the extra cost it 
would requiree But with a record 22 million, 
it is now able to. Also, the abolition of the 
mustecarry rule made it necessary to make the 
station worth carrying by cable companies. 
Another incentive was that several groups had 
challenged KQED's license to operate KQHC. 
Bill Johnson reports that WFBN, che 66 in 
Joliet, IL, is now WGBO-TV as of 1/1/86, and 
is advertising 5 million watts ERP. The 
station supposedly applied for call letters 
WGBN-TV according to Television Digest, and 
the station had been licensed for 5 million 
watts since it first went on the air in 1981, 
It eould be that they were operating under 
reduced power for a while. Has anybody seen 
increase in signal strength on the station, 
and can anybody confirm the new call letters 


as either WGBO—TV or WGBN-TV? 
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Follow-up on the report about KOSHU in 
Houston, TX. Donald 3, Marshall reports, 
"..eXO5HU is now on Satcom 4, transponder 
18, They showed up just before Christmas." 

"They were going to be on 24 hours 7 days a 
week ande.sewere going to get a 1-800 number 
to take requests. They also ID as TV=5 but 
their main title is Video Hits U.S.A. and 
they are stereo, 

Dave Nieman writes, "I still haven't seen 
lany positive sign of WIZA-62 Kingston, NY; 
thought it would be seen much of the time. 
Its signal here is like WIBY-54 Poughkeep- 
sie's; nonexistent. It must be because of 
the Hudson River Valley." Also a short 
clipping from the Buffalo news, speculating 
that WNYB-TV, ch. 49 in Buffalo, might be 
planning to go on the air soon: the station 
had begun purchasing syndication rights to a 
cartoon series and movies. 

As I promised, more international news this 
month. Richard Clark from the Dominican Re-= 
public, reports on the Caribbean and Central 
America. WKPV, ch. 20, Ponce, PR, went on 
tthe air 10/85, WAPA-TV network. WUJA, ch. 58 
in Caguas, PR, went on 12/4/1985, and is 
TBN. (what is that? -wbf) W58AA in Caguas, 
as a result, had to shut down, Other new 
stations include ch. 13 in Nevis, St. Kitts, 
Which is on 24 hours; ch. 21 in Guatemala 
Gity, Guatemala. Under construction are 
che 5 in St. George, Grenada; che 13 in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras; and a yet unknown 
Channel in San Salvador, El Salvador. Also, 
WRWReTV, che 30 in San Juan, PR, is on the 
air with movies only. WSJU, ch. 18 in San 
Juan, is now stereo. 

Fred McCormack says that KTHI, ch, 11 in 
Fargo, ND, was off Jan. 11-15 because of 
transmission line problems. But local 
cable companies were able to establish a link 
with NBC network programming, On 1/12, CBS 
affiliate KXJB~4 broadcast NBC coverage of 
the AFC football game. 


CANADIAN NEWS 

Several reporters this month with news from 
jCanada. To start, here is the regular report 
from Walter Patton from the Canadian Gazette. 

Walter writes, "The change of CKVU Vancouver 

from Ch 21 to 10 is dependent upon there 

being no interference to eable reception of 

KCTS (9) Seattle WA on BC (British Columbia 

j=wbf ) systems; the CKVU transmitter and the 

cable headend are both located on Saltspring 

Island. There were 30,000 signatures on a 

petition to the Commission protesting the 

CKVU channel change. The folks in Vancouver 

take their PBS viewing seriously. About. two 

thirds of the money raised by CKTS's 'bega- 
thon' comes from BC. A few years ago KCTS 
even tried to put a transmitter on Orcas Is= 
land (Ch 34 Bellingham) but were forced to 
withdraw when sufficient funds were not av- 
ailable." 

NEW STATIONS: 

QUE Montreal; ch. 35; 566 kw; Four Seasons; 
French language station, Competing appli- 
eation by Television de Montreal denied. 

QUE Wakeham; ch. 24; 0.1 kw; to repeat CBMT, 


fosancss GRANTED: 
BC Vancouver; CKVU=-TV; ch. 21 to 10; 880 kw 


to 285 kw; see note above. 

MB Dauphin; CKYD-TV, ch. 12; 63 kw to 50 kw; 
replace tower destroyed in March, 1983. 

MB Brandon; CKYBeTV, che 4; 55 kw to 45.16 kw 
replace tower destroyed in March, 1983. 

MB Brandon; CKX-TV, ch. 53 44 kw to 41.7 kw; 
replace tower destroyed in March, 1983. 

ON Owen Sound; CICA-TV=12; che 12; 41 kw to 
52 kwe 

PQ Iles de la Madeleine; CBMYT, ch. 7, to re 
broadcast CBMT (6) Montreal instead of 
CBC Anik; 2.9 kw. 

PQ New Carlisle; CBVN-TV, ch. 45; 5.19 kw to 
5032 Kwe 

PQ Trois Rivieres; CHEM-TV, ch. 8; 5.12 kw to 
123.2 kwe 

SA Debden; CBKFT~3, ch. 22, to rebroadcast 
CBKFT (13) Regina instead of CBWFT (3) 
Winnipeg; 2.9 kw. 

SA Gravelbourg ; CBKFT-6, ch. 39; same as 
above; 19 kw. 

SA Leoville; CBKFT~11, ch. 31, as above;i0.7kw 

SA Moose Jaw; CBKFT~10, ch. 16; as above; 
0,695 kw. 

SA North Battleford; CBEFT-12, ch. 413 same 
as above; 10 kw. 

SA Ponteix; CBKFT=7; ch. 22; same as above; 
19.4 kwe 

SA Prince Albert; CBKFT-2; ch. 3; same as 
above; 13 kw. 

SA St. Brieux; CBKFT=4; ch. 7; same as above; 
0.14 kw. 

SA Saskatoon; CBKFT-1; ch. 13; same as above; 
98 kw. 

SA Willow Bunch; CBKFT=8; ch. 21; same as 
above; 9 kw. 

SA Zenon Park; CBKFT-5; ch. 21; same as above; 
6.9 kwe 

SA Regina; CBKFT, ch. 13; no longer repeating 
CBWFT, ch. 3, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

NW Pine Point; CBEBT, ch. 4; reduced from 
709 kw to 0.262 kw. 

NW Inuvik; CHAK-TV, ch. 6; reduced from 3 kw 
to 0.122 kw. 

("As outlying transmitters in the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories begin to be fed di- 
rectly by satellite they no longer require 
a high or medium power station from which 
to receive their signal. As a result the 
power of these central transmitters is be 
ing reduced and it will become much more 
difficult to DX either of these areas,") 

CALL LETTERS: 

AT High Prairie; ch. 13; CIRE-TV (I don't 
have any information at all on this sta- 
tion. -wbf) 

NP Gillams; ch. 13; CBYT=12 

NF Hampden; ch. 13; CBNAT-23 

NB Memramcook/St. Joseph; che 48; CICV-TV 

ON Barry's Bay; che 19; CBOT-2 

ON Maynooth; ch. 513; CBOT=4 

PQ Montreal; che 62; CFTU-TV. 

APPLICATIONS: 

ON Woodstock; ch. 31; 70.6 kw; to repeat city, 
ch. 57 in Toronto. 

APPLICATIONS FOR CHANGE: 

NS Yarmoutn; CBHFT=1; ch. 3; 1.9 kw to 19.5 kw 

BC Fort Nelson; CBUGT; ch. 8; 0.05 kw to 1.07 kwe 


che 6, Montreal (CBC) 
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From David A. Sinclair in Vancouver, B.C., 
several newspaper articles, From tne 1/9/86 
Globe and Mail, a national newspaper, an ar- 
ticle on a proposed Canadian "superstation." 
The station referred to is CBET in Windsor, 
Ontario. "The CBC plans to penetrate the 
U.S. market with a 'superstation' that would 
send Canadian programs = made vy private and 
provincial networks as well as by the CBC ~ by 
Satellite to cable companies throughout the 
United States. According to the plan...the 
CBC wou ld transform its Windsor station into 
a so~called superstation...." "The proposal 
would have to be approved by the Canadian 
Radio-Television and Telecommunications 
Commission." "The proposed channel would send 
the CBC's normal schedule of news, current 
affairs, documentaries, drama, science and 
children's programs deep into the U.S. mar- 
ket. Canadian private broadcasters, such as 
CTV and Global, and the National Film Board 
and provincial educational networks, would be 
invited to join the network. But if they show 
no interest, the CBC would proceed alone. 
CBC,s French-language network, Radio-Canada, 
would not be involved in the channel...." 
"CBC's Windsor station was chosen because of 
its unique situation within the public net- 
work's string of owned-and-operated stations. 
Because it is so close to the large Detroit 
market, CBET is not permitted to broadcast 
many popular U.S. programs...." "For Canadi- 
ans outside Windsor, the new channel would 
mean they would be able to receive two CBC 
networks." 

From the Winnipeg Free Press, opposition 
from the CBC and CTV to a proposal by a cable 
television company to change its list of 
American stations offered. "Winnipeg Tele~ 
vision stations could face dire consequences 
if a federal agency allows Detroit satellite 
signals into the city, the CBC and CTV net- 
works say. In separate briefs to the Canadian 
Radio-T elevision and Telecommunications Com 
mission, the networks have registered strong 
opposition to a proposal by Winnipeg's cable 
companies to replace North Dakota signals 
with those from Detroit." "'Four Detroit 
major market superstations in a single local 
Canadian market is drastic and unfair compe- 
tition for the local broadcaster,’ said Gor 
don Noble, CBC's director of corporate af- 
fairs, Noble said there is a serious danger 
that viewers will watch substantially less 
Canadian television if the applications are 
granted. when a similar application was ap~ 
proved in Saskatchewan, the market share for 
the U.S, stations increased from 10 to bet~ 
ween 20 and 30 per cent, he said." "Greater 
Winnipeg Cablevision is applying to replace 
its North Dakota feeds with all three major 
American networks from Detroit as well as the 
Public Broadcasting Service in Detroit. It 
Says Detroit signals are stronger and better 
quality." 

Two articles from the Vancouver Province, 
dated 1/2&7/86, report on a pay-TV problem 
in that area. It involves a Bellingham, WA, 
television station owned by Charles Griner, 
and a pay-TV service, Selec-TV of California. 
Dan Forrer rents the facilities to air the 


Tpay~TV service. 


He also owns Selec-TV Antenna 
Sales, a Canadian corporation with no connec- 
tion at all with Selec-TV of California. 
while viewers in the United States have to 
pay monthly for decoders to watch Selec-TV, 
he has the freedom to sell antennas and decom 
ders to people in Canada. Nearly 200 Cana— 
dians forked over about $300 for the equip- 
ment and about $70 for installation. But the 
signal from the Bellingham transmitter was cut 
off after only six months of service when its 
owner cancelled his contract with Forrer. 
Forrer still claims that the movie channel 
will be back on the air soon, Meanwhile, the 
federal consumer and corporate affiars de 
partment is checking Forrer-s business out. 

From the 1/9/86 Vancouver Sun, "The CBC 
wants to reduce sports coverage, eliminate ail) 
U.S. commercial TV programming from its 
English~language network, establish more spe- 
cialty channels and step up its commitment to 
Canadian drama." "The CBC also wants to exe 
tend this profile south of the border by set= 
ting up a 'superstation' to send Canadian pro-| 
gramming by satellite to cable companies south 
of tne border. Among the key recommendations: 
Elimination of all U.S. commercial TV programs| 
on the CBC English network by Sept. 21, 1987, 
apart from 'certain high quality' programs not 
generally available. This would raise the 
Canadian content level to 90 per cente...Es~ 
tablishment of a second CBC-TV channel to 
showcase programming from the regions and 
provincial broadcasting organizations such as 
Alberta Access and TV Ontario. This second 
channel would also offer 'second chance! view-| 
ing of popular programs offered on the main 
service," 

The 11/30/85 Winnipeg Free Press gave more 
detail on the switch of U.S. network affili- 
ates to be carried by a Winnipeg cable com 
pany. Actually, it includes Videon, another 
cable company there. Reasons for the changes 
are given in detail. Firstly, they can 
receive a better signal of the detroit sta- 
tions by satellite than tne North Dakota sta= 
tion over the air. The North Dakota stations 
argue that the difference is insignificant. 
Secondly, there is increased viewing time. Th 
Detroit stations are mostly 24-hour operations| 
while Nort h Dakota stations offer 16 to 18 
hourse A third factor involves time zone and 
programming differences. Detroit is in East- 
ern time zone, and North Dakota is central, 
but there is no difference with network pro~ 
gramming, since Central time zone stations 
and Eastern stations broadcast simultaneously. 
But the North Dakota stations point out their 
coverage of Winnipeg sports, calendars of 
Canadian events, and weather reports that are 
relevant to Winnipeg. Prairie Public Tele- 
vision claims that 27 programs now shown on 
their station will not be available onWTVS, 
the Detroit PBS station, but Cablevision 
maintains that WIVS carries a higher quality 
programming because of its larger audience. 

Paul Gaines also sent an article about the 
proposed Canadian Superstation, CBET, ch. 9 
in Windsor. "The Windsor station was chosen 
because of its unique programing schedule. 
Located ju st across the river from the large 
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Detroit market, CBET is not permitted to APPLICATIONS DISMISSED : “ ch ing Limited Partnership ; FL Jacksonville; HJJCT, ch. 7; granted license 
broadcast many popular U.S. programs shown on yy Salt Lake City; ch. 133; Intermountain _ 14 5000 204 KS Pittsburg; John hh. Leland to cover MP for changes; see 5/84 VUD. 

the CBC's other stations, because Detroit Broadcasting Ince; Mountain West Televis- APPLICATIONS TO MCDIEY CONSTRUCGTICN PmagTs |SC Columbia; WLTX, ch. 19; granted license to 

stations have t he air rights. Asa result, | ion Company; Utah Television Associates 41 205 297 LA Alexandria; Ki cover CP for changes; see 8/84 VUD. 

CBET's program schedule is heavily Canadian." Limited Partnership; West Valley City 65 3090 2651 CA San Jose; KLYVet WV Clarksburg; WBOY-TV, ch. 12; granted CP to 

"While Independent televi sion producers in Television Associates Ltd, Partnership 28 500 438 FL Panama City; WMA Gwid ch had reduce antenna height to 860' AAT/572* aG/ 

Canad a have lauded the CBC's plans, America (specified West Valley City). ; be Si bein ented) 2024! ASL (21* lower); raise ERP from 129 

telev ision producers are less enthusiastic. | CA Eureka; ch. 29; Sacramento Valley Televis- 53 1250 1°69 TN Cl eveland; JPLI-TY kw to 262 kw max. 

A top-level executive of the (PBS) quoted in ion Ince; Capitol Foothills Broadcasters. 21 4207 nec. VA Lynchburg; WJPR SC Charleston; WCBD-TV, ch, 2; granted MP to 

the Toronto Star, said that if the 'supersta-| NV Reno; ch. 113 Reno Telecommunications, 16 5000 507 MO St. Joseph; KTAJ change antenna height to 1950! AAaT/1940' 

tion goes on the air, Pro will have to dras= | NJ Burlington; ch 48; Burlington TV Inc. { 55 5000 731 NY Amsterdam; WOCD AG/1957' ASL (1108' higher ASL); TL to 
tically reduce the number of programs we buy | VA Roanoke; che 60; Brahman Communications; 19 4136 1235 NY Buffalo; (NYB-TV Nu cruky Geetic,. @eeuse Reads 4 wiles 
from Canadian suppliers.'" "At least one Roanoke TV 60 Broadcasting. : ; 55 2890 1504 PA Lebanon; WGGF northeast of Ten Mile, Charleston County; 

Canadian television executive also has come | Ca Bakersfield; ch. 48; Gamez Communications 5s 5000 1962 CA Stockton; KSCH-TV coordinates 32956'24"/79°41'25"; Azimuth 

out against the plan. John Bassett, a former Ltd Partnership. . at, 44 2138 975 TX Harlingen; KLUI (is this on? 51°, 15.52 miles from present TL. 

chairman of Baton Broadcasting,which owns the/ Fl, Clermont; ch. 68; Big Chief Broadcasting; IT have it licensed, wi th an |CO Durango; KREZ-TV, ch. 6; granted license 

largest indepen dent tele vision station in Non=Pr ofit Television Concepts. i SRP of 9.2 kw but no sign to cover CP for change; see 12/85 VUD. 

Canada, CFTO, called the plans for a super= | FL Miami; ch. 35; Canal 35 Ltd. : : i on date.) i SC Charleston; WOSC-IV, che 5; granted MP to 

station a ‘pipe dream. Canadians don't FL Palatka; che 63; American Communications & 63 5000 1040 IN Bloomington; WITB change EXP from 100 kw to 100 kw max; 

watch Canadian content generally, They watch Televi sion Ince ee 41 205 297LA Alexandria; KHCA 1960" aAT/1956" aG/1970' ASL (923' higher 

American shows,' he said. CFTO, whi ch FL Venice; ch. 62; Venice Communications Ltd. 50 1200 486 NY Watertown; WICK ASL); TL to 3.4 miles northeast of Ten 

proadeasts in the Toronto market, carries Partnership. ; . 51 3011 917 ME Portland; WPXT Mile, east of Hwy 17-701, Southeast of its 

about 90% American programing and r egularly [HI Honolulu; ch. 5; Family Media Ince 36 515 502 TX Odessa; KOCV-TV intersect ion with Seewee Road (same TL 

peats the Toronto CBC affiliate in prime- LA New Orleans; che 49; Albert Inc.; Horizon 20 100 849 PR Ponce; WKPV i planned by WCIV-4 and WITV-7); coordinates 

time ratings. Broadcasting Ince; NOLA TV. ; : 7 329551280 /79927158" (Az, 43°, 12.71 miles 
Bruce Elving sent an article a few months | Mz Presque Isle; che 62; Allan M. Weiner. CONSTRUCTION PERMIT MODIFICATIONS GRANTED from present TL). 

back from the 7/26/85 Toronto Star about NV Reno; ch. 11; Glorya hammers, 35 5000 1368 IL La Salle; WWTO-TV MO Kansas City; KCPT, ch. 19; granted license 

stereo television in Canada, "Canadian pro- | LA Baton Rouge; ch. 44; Louisiana Super Com 16 5000 507 MO St. Joseph; KTAJ to cover CP for changes; ERP raised from 

grammers say they're in no hurry to start munications; Baton Rouge Channel 44 Ltd. 32 105 971 PR Aguadilla; WKKU (correction 984 kw max/868 kw hor to 1042 kw max; 
broad casting in stereo, Starting tomorrow, Partnership (Review Board, upholding ini- of last month's figures) i170' aat/1192" AG/2019' ASL (same AAT, 

Toron to's Channel 47 becomes the first tial decision). 52 1355 601 OK Oklahoma Cit y; KSBI 30' lower ASL); same TL. 

Canadian statio n to offer viewers enriched {FL Miami; ch. 35; Coral Way Broadcasting Ltd; 68 1442 1029 AL Birmingham; WCAJ (as amend.) {ny New York; WCBS-TV, ch. 2; granted license 

sound, But CBC-TV sources say the network Cuban-American Ltd; Adib oe ei First es 2221 454 MA Lawrence; WMFP to cover CP for changes; #RP reduced from 

commissioned a study by its engineers and is Latin women Broadcasting Inc.; Grace : TCATIONS CHANGE EXIST ING FACILITIES 42 kw to 21.38 kw max/20.32 kw hors; 1578! 

not r ushing into the market. crv says it has Broadcasting Network Inc.; Lemar on ae 1953 by eee KXTV (CP) AAT/1577' AG/1622' ASL (278! higher AAT/ 

no pl ans to br cadcast in stereo.’ cations Inc.; Miami Broadcasting Inc.; 43 5000 1071 OH Lorain; WUAB (CP) 112" higher AG/107' higher ASL); TL to #1 

I think this spacing problem with my type- Miami 35 Corpes Minority Broadcasting 55 5000 1691 FL Leesburg; WIYE (HP) World Trade Center; coordinates 40°42'43"/ 
writer is progressively getting worse. Corporation Inc.; Range Communications | 19 4646 nece OH Ci neinnati; WXIX-TV (MP) 74°00'49" (2 miles SSW of former TL on the 
TTS REINSTATED Limited Partnership; Spanish Broadcasting 7 316 1869 SC Charleston; WITV (MP) Empire State Buildi ng). 

CONSTRUCTION PERM Corporation. (Initial decision) A : ‘é CO Montrose; KREY-TV, ch, 10; granted li 

FL Panama City; WMJA, che 28. MS Wieeins: : South Mississippi Broad- i 7 316 1947 LA Lake Uharles; KPLC-TV (as O88} wis e 'U5 Grante cense 

a - MS Wiggins; che 433 Pp | amended; CP) to cover changes; ERP raised from 3.09 kw 

CONSTRUCTION PERMITS CANCELLED casting Company Ince 33 5010 1995 MO Springfield; KSPR (CP) Is to 6.16 kw max; 115' AAT/94' AG/6374' ASL 

KS Topeka; KKEC, che 43 5 AK Anchorage; ch. 5; Minority Broadcasters of i the FCC going to pass that (35' higher AAT but 18' lower AG and ASL); 

GA Brunswick; WHF, ch. Alaska. 7 ' ERP? same TL. 

MO Sikeston; K DGQ, che 45 CO Castle Rock; che 533 Castle Rock Communi- l 11 316 2000 AZ Tucson; KMSBTV (CP) NY Syracuse; WCNY=TV, ch. 24; granted license 
Lewiston; KMEC, che 13 cations Ltd.; Virginia Cordova Kelso & 14 5000 1876 LA West Monroe; KARD (CP) to cover MP for cha nges; see 8/84 VUD. 
Gallup; KIEB, ch. 3 Daniel Cordova; Dorothy 0. Schulze. | 22 5000 2000 NC Raleigh: WL L-Tv (cP) a 

; ee 61; American Communica= gh3 CALL LETTER APPLICATIONS: NeW STATIONS 

APPLICATION RET NSTATED FL Gainesville; che 01; 8 79.4 580 OK Sayre; KVIJ-TV (vr) PATE/CL! CAN! 

tions & Television Inc. gic 3 CH C.L. STATE/CITY/ APPLICANT 
TX Katy; che 51; Louise Bronson. : : dA: Family Broadcastin 5 60,3 2700 OR Medford; KOBI (lic mod) 2 KDTN TX Denton; North Texas Public 
ASCE EU tatMne jcie: Mout eRe . 9 316 827 WA Seattle; KCTS-tV (cP) Brbadeaeting Tae 

APPLICATIONS FOR NEW TELEVISION STATIONS Company, Inc. 13 316 1950 CA St ockton; KOVR=TV (CP) g : 

Ge ee eee a Ee ie vie CONSTRUCTION PERMITS GRANTED FOR NEW STATIONS \_|15 2630 1180 La Lafayette; Kaon (cr) CALL LETTER APPLICATIONS: STATIONS ON THE AIR 

63 4100 1158 NJ Newtons Bogner Newton Corpe | 12°" 9° “398; UT Salt Lake City; Salt Lake Ci- NX 17 1000 1300 MN St. Paul; KTCI-TV (UP) 66 WGBO-TV IL Joliet; WFBN (This explains the 

(amended) rate ty Family Television Inc. : 52 60 1080 NH Keene; WEKW-TV (CP; also discrepancy reported in FORUM, 

29 33-1 1519 CA Eureka; Charles M. ‘ (Review Board decision) ap plied for STA to operate where I had record of WFBN ap- 

22 221 ‘747 MN Brainerd; Northern aaa = | 62 5000 625 IN Hammond; Jovon Minority at 50% power) plying for WGBN-TV) 

Sue ed ey cae Broadcasting Corp. (FCC deci+ 58 1321 726 NJ New Brunswick; WNJB (CP) 33 KDAF «TX Dallas; KRLD-TV 
65 3981 2146 VA Blacksburg; Cascade ; sion, confirming the Review 57 2630 1560 KY Hazard; WYMT=TV (MP) 5 WNYW NY New York; WNEW-TV 
41 250 1156 VA Charlottesville; Central Vir~ Board's reversal of the ini- 24 KAZR AR Fort Smith; KPOM-TV 
ginia EIV Corporation ties deoteton) ba iae are ee ee CALL LETTERS GRANTED: NEW STATIONS 
2 1330 1670 CA San Francisco; Minority Tele- : . eesb urg; WIYE, che 55; granted MP to bana 

32 1330 167! eee ace (application | 44 5000 1975 LA espacial arc eae rt raise antenna to 1691.1! AAT/1670' AG/ 28 KOCR IA Cedar Rapids; Metro Program Nt. 

back in 1983, reinstated.) (R ate me ard decision) Hy 1724' ASL. 65 WLXV MD Cumber Land ; Gary D. Terrell 

50 5000 967 CO Denver; Gali Communications |p. 1) aco yy a. eee sake Tok Gouna | W Clarksburg; WBOY-TV, cn. 12; granted cP | 35 WUCK-TV MI aa heey Deus College 

59 5000 1156 GO Denver; Don T. Moore o 5 29 8 ee ta deci sion) ' to raise ERP from 129 kw to 262 kw. 31 KPAA AR Rogers; NCC Communications 

66 1778 1294 NJ West Milford; New Jersey Pub-| ULone’ re . ee 5 . noose j NC Concord; WUNG-TV, ch. 58; granted license | 29 KBBL = CA Big Bear Lake; Felice-Tec 

lic Broadcasting Authority. | 3> 5000 1174 FL Miami; Miami Latino Drager to cover CP for changes; see 6/85 VUD. 68 WCHO-TV OH Mansfield; WLCH ; 
Corporation (initial decis'n) AR Little Rock; KARK-TV, ch. 43; granted 19 KGJA NM Santa Fe; CRA Broadcasting 

APPLICATION RETURNED 53 5000 965 CO Castle Rock; Christal Commu icenede to SovenGe fon cransent ced Limited Partnership 

FL Miami; ch. 35; Kilgore Broadcasting (too nications Corp. 11/85 vuD ; 
close to WBFS-33?) 61 3444 936 FL Gainesville; Gator Broadeast- v7 
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CALL LETTERS GRANTED: CHANGE EXISTING 

1i KMSB-TV AZ Tucson; KZAz (not KSMB, as was 
reported in the 8/85 VUD) 

26 WGBA WI Green Bay; WLRa 

39 WHIN TN Murfreesboro; WFYZ 

27 WHLL MA Worcester; WSMW-TV 

3° WWMT MI Kalamazoo; WKZO-TV 

V7 KMIZ MO Columbia; KCBJ=}TV 

17 KDSM-TV IA Des Moines; KCBR 

66 WGBO-TV IL Joliet; WFBN 

11 WLIT PR Gaguas; WKBM-TV 


NEW STATIONS ON THE AIR 

PR Mayaguez; WIRA, che 162; signed on 12/14/ 
85, as per report by Richard Clark; 90 kw 
max/30 kw hor ERP; 1123" AAT/133' AG/1347! 
ASL; TL Road #711, post 0.7 km, on Mt. 
Atalaya, Aguada; coordinates 18°19'06"/ 
67°10'42" (same coordinates for WNJX-TV, 
ch. 22); Application was originally by Ra- 
ton R, Nieves, who proposed it to sea 
satellite of WRWR-TV, che 30, San Juan. 
Both stations have since changed ownership. 
WIRA now owned by New Saga Inc. 

PR Ponce; WKPV, ch. 202; 102 kw max ERP; 822! 


due NW) of Penuelas; coordinates 78904146"/ 
65951111"; coordinates match those for 
WTIN-14, WQTO=26 and WIEC~48. Station 
signed on sometime in 10/85; affiliated 
with WAPA-TV network; owned by Multi Media 
Television Inc. 
PR Caguas; WUJA, ch. 582, signed on 12/4/85; 
55 kw max ERP; 1078" AAT/110" AG/1782' ASL; 
TL northwest of Caguas on Rd #173; coordi- 
nates 18°16'40"/66906'38", Educational 
station, owned by Community Television of 
Caguas. 
AL Montgomery; WMCF-TV, ch. 45-, signed on in 
November, 1985; 250 kw max ERP; 303! AAT/ 
319' aG/513! ASL; TL along Hwy 80, 3$ miles 
east of Montgomery; coordinates 32°22159"/ 
86°11'19"; independent station; address: 
Life Anew Ministries Inc., 6261 Atlanta 
Highway, Montgomery, AL, 36117. 
AZ Phoenix, KUTP, ch. 452; signed on 1/1/86; 
3020 kw max ERP; 1792' AAT/348" AG/2966' 
ASL; TL on South Mountain Park, 8.3 miles 
south of Phoenix; coordinates 33°20'01"/ 
112°03'32"; coverage should be slightly 
greater than KTVW-TV, che 33, Address: 
United Television Ince, 4631 S. 32nd St., 
Phoenix, AZ, 85040. 
TL Quincy; WIJR, ch. 16+, signed on 1/1/86, 
but there was a report of it testing on 
8/6/85; 179.2 kw max ERP; 994.45! A AT/ 
880' aG/1620' ASL; TL Columbus Road, 2 mi. 
north of Quincy; coordinates 39°57'03"/ 
91°19'42"; Address: Believers' Broadcasting 
Corp., Box 3112, Quincy, IL, 62305. 
MD Baltimore; WKJI-TV, ch. 24+; data reported 
last month; address: Family Media, Inc., 
4820 Seton Drive, Baltimore, MD, 21215. 
TN Greeneville; WETO, che 39=, went on the air 
11/8/1985; 3000 kw max ERP; 2628" AAT/141' 
AG/Z981' ASL; TL to Camp Creek Rd., Bald 
Mountain; coordinates 36°01124"/82°42'56"; 
Address: Hast Tennessee's Own Ince, Box 
1074, Greeneville, TN, 37744. 
AL Mobile; WMPV-TV, ch. 21+, went on in Decem- 
ber, 1985; 4335 kw max ER P3 1428) AAT/ 


| CA Sacramento, KSCIIHTV, che 58, taryeted for 


AAT/94" AG/2063' ASL; TL Az. 315° (that's FORUM, PART TWO 


4401' AG/1534' ASL; TT, on Rte 57, Us mile 
south of Rte 10, #isanor; coordinates 
30°35'48"/87933'16"; coordinates 30°35! 
18"/87933'16"; same coordinates as WJTC, 
ch. 44 in Pensacola, FL; with EXP much 
higher and AAT only slightly lower, it 
should produce a clearer signal than WJTC; 
address: Rel-Way Partnership, 4141 Pine 
Yorest Road, Suite 109, Cantonment, FL, 
32533; independent station. 

TA Ottumwa, KOTA-TV, ch. 15+, is expected to 
go on the air sometime in February, accor- 
ding to an article sent in by Bob Hempel; 
the station had formerly Leen operating as 
K42AM, which went off the air in 8/85, 

DE Wilmington, WBOT-TV didn't make its target 
of January, 1986; look for it any day now. 


March, 1986. 
PR Caguas; WKBM-TV, ch. i1, tarteted for 
Mareh or April, 1986 
Ponce; WSUR=TV, che 9, also targeted for 
March or April. Both owned by American 
Colonial Broadcasting Corp. 


I would like to make a few comments on 
Morrie Goldman's letter on p. 17 cf last 
month's VUL. He suggested such ideas as a 
co mputer bulletin bo ard, and a computerized 
TY STATION GUIDE that could be updated each 
year. Presently, I have been working on 
such a list, but its nowhere near complete, 
so I haven't suggested any plans for printing 
anew TVSG. I know of a few club members who 
have Commodore 64 and 128 computers, such 
as Tom Yingling, Don Blevins, and John Combs, 
and myself. And there may be others. 

The two lists I've been working on are (1) 
List by state, city, callsign, with networks 
but with no technical data, using Speed~ 
script, a word processing program by COMPUTE] 
The modified version of Speedscript that I 

u se can print single-spaced. (2) List by 
channel, state, city, using MULTIPLAN, a 
spreadsheet program. 

I also want to give a special thanks to 
Larry Fuss for sending me a complete data 
base of U.S. stations with Canada and Mexico 
within 250 miles. It filled in many gaps in 


my own records, and updated several areas 
that were outdated. As a result, this month's 
ce olumn is much more accurate, as will future 
ce olums, And I'm about ready to throw out 

t his typewriter. 

From Tom Yingling, an article from the 12/5 
Baltimore Evening Sun. WBFF~TV, ch. 45, is 
in the process of receiving approval from 
several government agencies to construct a 
transmitter tower Driud Hill Park. WBFF 
offered $25,000 a year donation for upkeep of 
the park. The Board of of Recreation and 
Parks approved of the idea, but a private 
group called "Friends of Druid Hill Park," 
are opposed to the approval. With friends 
like thatesse. From the 12/18/85 Evening 
Sun about WJKL, che 24, "It will go on the 
air at 6 o'clock Christmas morning with its 
standard fare which will include a lot of 
religious programming, a variety of old 
chestnut series and a few pretty expensive 
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syndicated network rer un programming. Chan= 
nel 24 start ed out some eight years ago as a 
license (sic) given to a group called Jesus 
Lives, Inc. that was going to put a Christian 
“oriented station on the air. That group 

ev entually handed the license o ver to an o- 
ther such group called the Look Up and Live 
Ministry that also failed to raise the 

needed capital to get the station off tne 

gr ound. Neither group could find a suitable 
pl ace to build an antenna. So it's coming 

on the air, just under the dead line requi- 
red by its li cense (s ic), with its antenna 
finally fixed to the one owned by Channel 

54 (ANUV) , as the property of a newly formed 
group called Family Media, Inc. That's a 

co mpany tha t has no specific religious 
affiliation, but the principal in Family 
Media is Sam Moore, who is also the principal 
in Thomas Ne lson Publishing, a big religious 
pu blishing house in N ashville, Tenn. 

"We're going to be an independent television 
station in t he Baltimore market,' Ken Busch- 
man, the new station's general manager, said 
ye sterday. ‘We're going to be a viable al- 
ternative offering family programming. You 
ean describe our philosophy as the whole=-man 
concept. We hope to ed ucate, to teach, to 
inspire, to provide all the other things that 
a person may need. Bu t we will be a real, 
commercial independent station,'" 

Bob Seaman, who wrote a few months back and 
just recently joined the club, sends some 
more information on television in the Hazle- 
ton, PA, area. “Apparently WDAU Ch. 22 in 
Seranton, PA has installed a new transmitter 
in the beginning of October, but their sig- 
na 1 strength has not changed at all, appar- 
ently their ERP is unc hanged. T heir signal 
has always been marginal here in Hazleton, PA 
which is about 45 miles from their transmit- 
ter. Is their ERP 750,000 or is it higher?" 
(try 1560 kw =wbf) Bob noted that and a dif~ 
ferent figure, both either wrong or outdated, 
in TV Faetbo ok and Br oadcastin g Yearboo k. 
Man, this t ypewriter has to go! He also 
reports that WOLF-38 in Seranton, hopes to 
raise their antenna an other 300' in the 
fu ture. WWLF in Hazle ton, ch. 56, hopes to 
raise their ERP around the same time, 

Bob asks f or some a dvice in setting up 
so me equipment. "I plan to put a UHF amp on 
my antenna and I have 300 ohm foam twin lea 
on it presently, Should I change to 75 ohm 
ca ble tor UHF?" From what I hav e heard, 

75 ohm is better. “Our local supplier stocks 
Bl onder=Ton gue U-2 amplifiers for about 
340. Is that a good unit or should I get 
something else?" I can't answer that, but 
here's hoping some WIF DA member s will add 
some of their thoughts on a good preamp. 

Bob sent an article fr om the 1/ 24/86 Phil- 
adelphia Inquirer. "With Big 5 college bas- 
Ke tball hea ding towa rd the home stretch, 
th e chances of any local games being seen 
this season are fading faster than Michael 
Ja ckson. Hang it up, sports fans. It's 
over. When t he Big 5 and channel 61 announ- 
ce d their five-year, 75-game package in 

Se ptember, it was with the opti mistic 


un derstanding that the Wilmington-based 


statio n would be on the air by Dec. 1. No 
such luck. After countless construction de= 
lays, the latest target date for the station 
is Mar ch 3, acc ording to Yaniel G. Slape, 
Channel 61 president and general manager.” 

David A. Sinclair gives the story on 
KONG=T V, ch. 16 in Seattle. "This station 
was scheduled to come on air Fev, 1/84 and 
have th e original King Kong movie. This did 
indeed upset KING-TV. KONG-TV has not yet 
come on air. I phoned KONG-TV and they hope 
to come on the air by May 1/86. Two arti- 
cles sent in by David explain part of the 
problem. Cougar Mountain residents are upset 
about the constr uction of KUNG's transmitter 
tower on the mountain, which already has 22 
antenn as on it. Although the EPA says that 
levels of radiation are safe, residents com 
plain about TV signals coming through the 
telephone lines, VCR's, lights that don't 
work, radios that play when switched off, and 
hearing music in their heads, Other news 
clippi ngs report that KORC, ch. 24 in Anacor4 
tes, WA, hopes to be on the air 3/1/86 with a 
badly needed ration of movies and old syndies 
for viewers. 

Some articles from Paul Gaines. Knight-Rid- 
der (not named after the TV series) will be 
purcha sing some of the television stations 
whichGannett Co. just bought from Evening 
News Association. The stations are in Mobile 
AL, Tu cson AZ, and Oklahoma City. Since 
buying out the ivening News Association, 
Gannet t had too many stations and was re- 
quired by the FCC to sell some of then, 
Capital Cities, which also has to sell some 
of its newly acq uired stations, is selling 
WXYZ-TV (ch. 7, Detroit) and WETS-TV in Tam 
pa, FL, to Scripps-Howard. The FCC has 
allowed, for the time being, Storer Communi- 
cation s Inc. to keep its Cleveland and De~ 
troit stations even though their coverage 
areas overlap. Most of the overlap area is 
over Lake Erie. Overlap between the Cleveland 
and Toledo stati ons cover about 128,000 
people, but since that situation existed 
before the 1964 rule barring such overlap, 
SCI ha s been allowed to keep both stations. 
The st ations referred to are WJBK=TV in De= 
troit, WIVG-TV in Toledo, and WJKW-TV in 
Cleveland. After more than 50 years at 
Rocker feller Ce nter, NBC is about to move 
its pr oduction facilities elsewhere. It now 
operates from a building about five blocks 
away, but is still searching for a permanent 
location. 

That 's about it for this month. If I 
can't get this typewriter fixed, it too will 
be sea rching for a permanent location, and 
I'll give you th ree guesses where. I heard 
that a Hammonton, NJ LPTV station, WO8CC, 
was scheduled to go on the air in January, 
put latest repor t at the end of that month 
had th e owners calling in some experts from 
Nebraska to get the equipment working. 
WNEP-TV , che 16 in Scranton, now has a new 
translator: W26AD, located in Allentown-Beth- 
lehem area, Don't know how strong it is. 
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MEMBER GREG HARDISON 
RESPONDS TO JANUARY VUD; 
ABC TALKRADIO'S DX SPECIAL 
WAS NOT "ALL SHORTWAVE" 


FEEDBACK 


After the tremendous effort put forth by the club in promoting the Ray 
Briem DX Special of December 7, 1985; I was rather shocked to see the 
blatant disinformation placed on Page 2 of the January VUD, regarding 
that particular program. It's fairly obvious that the author of that 
paragraph either A) did not bother to actually listen to the show, or B) 
had no comprehension of what he or she was hearing. 


The sentence I'm referring to reads thus: "If you caught the Ray Briem 
Show...once again we were treated to an all shortwave DX special." This 
is a false statement--nothing less. First of all, I'm appalled that the 
WIFDA chooses to completely discount the contributions of Dr. Bruce 
Elving to our show. Bruce was on the line for just over three hours; 
admittedly, we did not have enough time to devote sufficient coverage to 
any one aspect of Dxing--but, the fact remains that Bruce received more 
calls, on an individual basis from listeners, than Stewart Mackenzie of 
the ASWLC--who was .in studio for all 5 hours. As a producer, I felt 
certain this would be the case...and (in one segment) Bruce mentioned 
the WIFDA by name. This surely doesn't seem like "all shortwave" to me. 
In addition, that asinine phrase discounts other emphasis which was 
placed on mediumwave, longwave and satellite DXing. Again, regrettably, 
our time was limited. But you have to realize that the show was not 
designed strictly for the few thousand DXers in the country, 
exclusively. We cannot realistically expect to produce such a 
specialized program, without taking into account the perceptions and 
listening-needs of the tens of thousands of our regular (read: 
non-DXing) audience. It would have been completely unrealistic of you 
to expect us to devote any more time than we did, in reality, to 
specific discussions of FM/TV--or MW, or LW, or utes, etc., etc. The 
paragraph in question acknowledged the fact that DXing is generally 
ignored by the public--for this very reason, an emphasis on SW was used 
as a sort of "hook" for targeting said public. Just about any guy on 
the street will equate SW with his concept of what we know as DXing; a 
concentrated discussion of any one particular non-SW band would be too 
technically complex for most listeners--thus, the public learns nothing. 
Even with this in mind, I invited Bruce to participate with the purpose 
of drawing attention to DX pursuits in the VHF/UHF spectrum--your 
statements calling the show an "all-SW" affair are a slap in the face to 
both Bruce and to me. 


We did relay some important info about FM DXing. Bruce even got briefly 
into his running SCA controversy, and, given the brief amount of time we 
had for the entire thing, I thing we did a pretty good job of covering 
all aspects of DXing. True, we devoted a lot of time to SW-~-but to say 
that the show was "all sw" is just not true. The VUD reads, “but guys, 
if you would have given us a chance..."--why didn't we hear from any of 
the WIFDA Staff as callers?? Where were you that night?? Any of you 
would have had a golden opportunity to call in an deluge the program 
with plugs for the club--many others did just that for their respective 
organizations. 


Personally, I have been a DXer since I can remember--and, having grown 
up in Georgia, I'm well aware of the DX available on the VHF/UHF bands. 
The "propagation modes more rare and different...“ as stated in the 
January VUD blurb, were in fact covered by Bruce during his initial 
conversation with Ray. 


In closing: I would have no argument with any assessment of the show, 
which theoretically would have stated that the show was weighted toward 
SW--indeed, that's the way it was designed--but not at the exclusion of 
other modes of DX. But to say that the show was "all shortwave" is 
terribly unfair--and, again, downright false. Strictly as a member, I 
think the club staff owes it to the membership to set the record 
straight. 


--Greg Hardison 
ABC Talkradio 


TECHNICAL TOPIX: all about s-meters 
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It probably isn't too hard to figure out that S-meters indicate the strength of a 
signal presented to a tuner or receiver. But do they really give the user informat- 
ion that can improve local or DX reception? And what can a radio experimenter do 
with the cute little LED displays that change color with signal strength? Ideally, 
an S-meter installed in a tuner would be calibrated directly in units of signal 
amplitude (microvolts or dBf), but instead usually have some arbitrary scale 0 to 5, 
0 to 10, or no scale at ali. Who knows whether or not a scale reads linearly? In 
some portable radios, "s-meters" are labeled as "tuning indicators," and I've only 
seen one TV in my life with a S-meter. This article proposes, then to answer these 
pressing questions of our time, describe how s-meters and tuning indicators work, 
and even how to connect these devices into your tuner or radio. 

In these days of advancing technology, more and more receiving equipment is 
embellished with LED bargraphs and color patches instead of "old-fashioned" meters, 
which may be a step backward from the DX'ers standpoint. As an observation, I looked 
at literature for 35 stereo tuners and receivers at random (all 1982-1985 models; no 
particular price range) and found the following kinds of indicators: 


DIGITAL READOUT OF SIGNAL IN ACTUAL dBf (Sansui) 

CALIBRATED S-METER (Tandburg, ReVox) ss 
5-SEGMENT LED BARGRAPH : 1 
3-SEGMENT LED BARGRAPH 

PATCH that CHANGES COLOR with signal level 

NO DISPLAY AT ALL! (Pioneer, SAE, Akai, NAD) 

ONE LED (Denon) 
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From this one sees the influence of marketing departments! No doubt the LED graphs 
are the most prominent because (1) they are inexpensive (cheap), and (2) LED's have 
a certain “hi-tech” look that sells what may be otherwise undistinguished equipment. 
Needless to say a 3 or 5 LED display, or a silly patch that changes colors, or 
even the 0.5 x 0.75 inch edge meters in some portables simply do not have enough 
resolution for any scientific observation. We must remember that there's no reason-- 
from the manufacturer's point of view--to provide stuff that the majority of consumers 
don't care about. The DX'er, however, who wants to experiment with antennas, preamps, 
traps, and other RF tomfoolery must have some sort of meter with which to gage the 
results of said experiments. Fortunately, we can make about any receiver "talk." 


First off, let's pick up some radio operation so that the reader can see exactly 
what goes on in a tuner. It may not be obvious from a schematic of a TV or tuner 
where to hook up an S-meter, but an understanding of how the circuits work can make 
it so. There really is no mystery to things like AVC, AGC, AFC, and FCC (scratch that 
last one.), which are all involved in signals and tuning. 

Even though we are VHF listeners, it is helpful to look at AM radio for a bit. 
Mathematically, commercial broadcasters use a method of AM which forms a signal given 
by fam(t) = f(t) cosw,t + A cos wt. 

This represents amplitude modulation, where f(t) is the music or sound to be transmi- 
tted, and wis the carrier frequency (i.e. for WABC, wis 2% x770kHz). A is a constant 
term, the carrier amplitude, which is adjusted at the station along with per cent modu- 
lation to yield undistorted audio. To us the math is not important, but the math 
represents a handy means of wireless transmission for which cheap receivers can be 
built. As you well know, f(t), the program, can be recovered from the AM signal with 
one diode! 

The AM radio detector of Fig.1 is no doubt 
familiar to all, but there is a bonus. When F(t) 
is demodulated with a circuit like Fig. 1, one + 
agtually recovers f(t) + A, or, in other words, 
the music riding on a d.c. level. That d.c. level 
depends upon the strength of the signal applied to 
the input from the antenna. Thus, if we ignored 
the music, we would have a device that indicates 
relative signal level. 


OUTPUT 
FETA 


FIG.1 AM DETECTOR 
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With that in mind, let's look at FM. For your information, frequency modulation 
may be described by an equation similar to that for AM: 


fet) = A cosf.t + Kf £(e) at | 


where the symbols are the same as before, k is a modulation constant, and f(T) is 
the program. To retrieve f(@) from the FM signal tickling our antenna, two kinds of 
detectors are commonly used. One, the discriminator detector (or "Discriminator" for 
short) consists of a differentiator to remove the integral, followed by the simple AM 
envelope detector of Fig. 1. The discriminator requires a "Limiter" circuit ahead of 
it. The limiter reduces the effect of variations in the amplitude of the IF signal, 
which would be detected themselves and passed on to the audio. 

More commonly, the Ratio Detector is used to demodulate the FM signal. The cir- 
cuits of several ratio detectors appear in Fig. 3. In Figure 2, a simple R-L discrim- 
inator is illustrated for comparison. In Fig. 3(c) actual parts values listed are for 
a Radio Shack TM-102 AM/FM stereo tuner. A block diagram of a complete FM receiver 
appears in Fig. 4 which can be referred to to help locate these circuits in your tuner. 
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Any information modulated by means of FM will cause the carrier frequency to 
vary. For example, a 1000 Hz audio tone broadcast over 90.3 MHz FM will vary the 
carrier from 90,301,000 to 90,299,000 Hz. In Fig. 3(c), then, the currents through 
‘diodes Dl and D2 vary when the IF frequency varies from its center at 19.7 MHz. 
Since those currents are unequal, a voltage develops across C4 which represents 
£(@), the program. The voltage across C4 need only be amplified or fed into head- 
phones. The d.c. voltage at C5 can be used for Automatic Frequency Control (AFC), 
which will be described later. 

Now, the reader has been exposed to the detector, upon which the rest of our 
discussion is based. From the discriminator circuit, one can derive voltages for 
tuning meters, signal meters, AFC, and AGC. The circuits in Fig. 3 are relatively 
easy to build, reliable, and in widespread use in almost every FM receiver. If you 
have read this far, then we are ready to proceed to practical matters. 


Casually speaking, one tunes an AM receiver for the loudest volume, to correctly 
tune in an AM station. An FM tuner, on the other hand, is tuned to deliver the least 
distortion. This its illustrated in Fig. 5, a diagram of the response of the detector. 
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In Fig. 5{a), the radio is tuned exactly at the center of the S-curve. If the max- 
imum carrier frequency deviation of the FM signal is 75kHz (as is the case in the 
88-108 MHz broadcast band), the carrier falls within the linear region of the curve. 
This implies that as the carrier frequency changes with the music, the output volt- 
age of the detector changes linearly with it. 

In Fig. 5(b), notice how the improperly tuned radio allows the carrier to devi-~ 
ate into the non-linear part of the detector's response. Audiable distortion results 
because the changing carrier frequency does not cause a corresponding change in output. 

So...the operation of the FM detector requires exact center tuning for best audio 
reproduction, stereo separation, etc. To assist the operator in this quest, some 
manufacturers have included center-tune meters in their products. Not to be confused 
with S-meters, the tuning meter has a positive, zero, and negative region on its 
scale, and the receiver is tuned so that the needle rests at the zero, or center. 

It is a simple matter to pick off a d.c. voltage at the detector and use it to 
drive a center-tune meter. In Fig. 3, R5 and C5 make this d.c. voltage (C5 shunts 
the a.c. component to ground) available to operate a tuning meter, AFC, or both. 

When the receiver is correctly tuned, the d.c. across C5 is zero. If the frequency 
is too high, there is a positive d.c. level. If low, there is a negative d.c. level. 
Used for AFC, this voltage is used to slightly re-tune the local oscillator in the 
direction that yields zero d.c. offset. Thus, the AFC voltage corrects slight mis- 
tuning, and may even tend to "pull" the receiver to a stronger station. 

Sometimes AFC switches are provided which enable the user to disengage the AFC. 
When DX'ing a weaker station next to a strong, local station, it is to your advantage 
to disengage the AFC so that the tuner will stay on the weaker channel. Modern FM 
receivers seldom have these switches because today's local oscillators do not tend to 
drift as much as did the tube designs. AFC or PLL action is still desirable and used, 
but in very few cases will it disturb the selectivity of a receiver. 

From an experimenter's standpoint, a high-impedance VIVM or digital VM may be 
used to probe the AFC voltage without upsetting the operation of the tuner. If there 
is an AFC switch, simply probe there. Otherwise, look for an electrolytic capacitor 
in the detector circuit and probe around there, with the (-) lead connected to some 
common or ground point in the tuner. You should see a d.c. voltage swing from a 
negative value, to zero (when the station sounds like it is tuned in), and up to a 
positive value as you tune across the station. A center-tune meter, or even a dual- 
color LED can be hooked up as a permanent feature of the radio. (More on that later.) 
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Our discussion on S-meters--meters which give some relative indication of how 
strongly a signal is coming into the tuner--will involve another important feature 
of radio receivers: Automatic Gain Control (AGC). AGC is used interchangably with 
AVC. Automatic Volume Control describes the effect of the AGC circuit. 

Jumping back to the AM detector, we found that the d.c. level appearing at the 
output terminals varied with incoming signal strength. Imagine, now, listening to a 
broadcast whose signal is constantly fading in and out. On a radio without AVC, you 
would have to constantly adjust the volume control, an irritating inconvenience. 
Tuning across the dial without AGC would produce barely-audiable sound from the weak 
stations and overload and distortion from the strong ones. The AGC system takes a 
signal-proportional voltage from either the IF or detector stage and uses it to vary 
the gain of the RF and IF amplifiers. It operates as a feedback system. Thus, the 
RF and IF stages operate at maximum gain as needed for the weaker stations, and AGC 
voltage reduces the gain on strong signals. The effect at the speaker is a relatively 
constant volume for all incoming signals. 

AGC circuits are specified by measurable factors such as attack time, decay time, 
dynamic range, polarity, etc. The attack and decay times are selected to prevent a 
loud snap in the speaker when the AGC responds to a strong signal. Sometimes "AVC 
action" switches are provided on receivers where the nature of the signal to be rece- 
ived might require "faster" or “slower" action. As an example, a practical AVC-cont- 
rolled RF amp stage appears in Fig. 7. 
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Notice that as RF signal from the antenna increases, the AGC voltage picked off from 
the limiter and applied to the AGC terminal increases. This adds to the -12V and 
decreases the transistor's bias voltage. This in turn causes the gain to decrease. 

The AGC then is a convenient means of providing the best receiver performance 
under varying signal conditions. Now, we purpose to use that d.c. voltage for our 
own plans: S-meters. While the AGC voltage is NOT EQUAL to the signal entering the 
antenna terminals, it is PROPORTIONAL, which is all that matters since it is easy to 
build circuits to scale things. In some cases the AGC voltage will be inversely pro- 
portional, but still quite useful for our purposes. 

Finding the AGC voltage in a tuner is the only thing that might require a little 
effort. Fortunately in television receivers one always has a place to start: the 
tuner. In any TV with a separate tuner (meaning one can see a physically distinct 
box containing the tuning components or switches, and with a shaft sticking out of it) 
there must be connections to that unit: antenna input, signal output (by coax cable), 
power, and AGC. (TV tuners normally have a television's first RF stage built-in for 
noise immunity and, hence, the need for an external AGC voltage.) Older TV's with 
mechanical tuners are especially easy to work with. In many cases the power (often 
labeled "B+") and AGC terminals are labeled. 

To observe the AGC voltage requires a voltmeter with a very high input impedance. 
Most analog VOM's have a rather low (by today's standards) impedance which will load 
the AGC circuit excessively and upset its operation. Thus, a VTVM or digital VOM is 
recommended. With the negative lead connected to ground, you will measure at the AGC 
terminal a small (less than 5V) d.c. voltage which will change as you rotate the ant- 
enna or otherwise cause the signal at the antenna terminals to change. If the AGC 
terminal is not labeled, it can easily be found by the process of elimination. 

(And do be careful inside a live TV set, please!) Be aware the "B+" voltage on tube- 
style TV's and receivers may be a hundred volts or more. 

If you can set your meter where it can be seen from the front of your TV, it 
makes an interesting experiment to see how the picture quality changes with signal 
level. Also, you may observe that if you rotate the antenna for best picture, you 
may have to rotate it slightly more for maximum signal reading without noticing any 
further change in picture quality. 
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There is no reason the meter thus connected cannot be left there permanently. 
If the voltage decreases with increasing signal, reverse the leads. If you choose 
to buy a small panel meter, you will need to whip up a small matching circuit to 
drive it, as it probably cannot be connected directly to the AGC terminal. This 
will be described in the next part of this article. 

Radios may seem to conceal the AGC better, as all those little parts are sold~ 
ered to one board and there are usually no labels telling where everything is. In 
this case the most logical way to go about this whole business is to carefully and 
thoughtfully probe around in the area of the discriminator and IF amp until the 
desired voltage is found. Match your radio's schematic to the detectors shown in 
Fig. 3. If you have no schematic, you can still look and find the circuits of Fig.3 
similarly reproduced in your radio. Start by locating the pair of diodes which make 
up the detector (don't confuse with the power supply diodes, which will not be 
physically located anywhere near the area you should be looking anyway). The 
transformers in Fig. 3 are encased in square, chromed metal cans with a screw- 
adjustment hole on top. Especially notice any test points or unconnected terminals 
in the area as they often provide exactly the voltage we are looking for. 
(Manufacturers sometimes will design in those points for testing and servicing, and 
may even use them to hook up a S-meter on a model more expensive than your own. Don't 
overlook this.) Your voltage may increase or decrease but whatever it does it must 
do so with changing signal at the antenna terminals. If you're looking for AFC volt- 
age, it must change with tuning, but net with signal strength. 

Suppose your tuner already has some sort of signal-indicating device which you 
want to improve. It, of course, makes your job that much easier, as you already have 
the connection located. Just trace the wires back from the LED or whatever to the 
board. 

The next step in either case it to either (1) run wires out to a terminal strip 
or jack on the receiver's case, or (2) build in the meter. The former option allows 
you to connect your voltmeter at those times when you need to see an S-meter, and is 
probably less traumatic to the tuner. To connect a panel meter into the AGC or AFC 
circuit will require some sort of simple transistor circuit to drive the meter and 
protect the existing circuitry from being unbalanced by the low resistance of a meter. 
This will be described next time. 

Next month this article will continue with information on designing the meter 
"interface" circuit, and what can be expected from the S-meter. 
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Figure 8. Complete AGC system for use with dual-gate MOSFET IF ampli- 
fiers. R1 is a threshold control that is set to Provide the desired AGC initiation 
time respective to the incoming signal level. D4 and D5 are shaping diodes to aid 
S-meter linearity. 
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exseeeseeeeseseeeoesoeneee1eeeoenee PAT DYER (Continued) 


eric Suenemin 
aS 0 Uo H E R N- F M D r€ Sa ee ae DEGENBEA 1985 (Contd,) 


Ce eresecersocesccoeseosnoooooeeee® = Fervuson, mu 63155 . 20.35 1138 WWUB 99.9 On 1085 20 Bg 1209 WOOL 89,9 KY 960 
ee i ie i nT me me 114 wNCO 101.3 Oh 1200 1211 wiUb 83,5 on 1045 
Report to this column if you are from; al, az, an, Ca, CO, uC, be, FL, Ua, Tad WGCL 98,5 Oh 1250 WEKU 85,9 KY 995 
KS, KY, LA, MD, MO, NC, NV, NM, CK, SC, TN, Ta, UT, Va and wV 1145 WDBN 94,9 CH 1230 WKSU 89,7 On 1255 
ehalsesce le ois ok see es eS ee oe lee WONT 107.9 QH 1290 WGC 95.1 KY 890 
The chatter will wait until the end of the column, 1148 WVNO 106.1 OH 1100 1222 WKww 98.1 KY 995 
tn nn rt rt i nn ee rn tn en nn ee nnn csr ee 1151 wWSNY 94,7 OH 1130 1235 fade-outs 
. 1154 wWMJI 105.7 OH 1250 24 Es 1525 TGnT 88,8 Guat. 1120 
PAT DYER (WA5SIYX), 5315 Silvertip or., San Antonio, TA 78228 1200 WPTW 95.7 OH 1085 1528 TG-- 88,1 Guat. 1120 
1203 wWVCP 88,5 ‘TN 845 
Equipment: Realistic TM-1001 tuner into Allied 426 witn an archer six- 1leo07 WLArF 94,5 KY 995 
element beam and rotor at 20' AG (please note also HASL), 
, Comment #1: Antenna was pointed east when KBIM-94.9 was caught. 
Pat wraps up 1985 with this awesome report, all times CST, Comment #2: "I got a few things with the quadrantid meteor shower, but 
not enough time to review the tapes-so they'll be in the 
NOVEMBER 1985 next report", 
(contd, ) Comment #33 "A lot of early November Es, but the big day so far (for MUF) 
5 Es 1713 XHFE 89,9 BCN 1010 8 ge 1952 KFss 94,1 Ca 1120 this winter season has to have been December 20", 
1716 XHBA 104,1 BCN 1010 1955 AwTaxa 91,1 8CN 1100 Comment #4: "Geminid meteors very productive, 28 the in-state trop con- 
1719 XHMMP 92,3 BON 1010 1957 KspS 68,3 CA 1120 ditions ge down, letting me sit on 92.5 without too much 
tr 1729 KNIM 92,3 TX 280 1959 KPBS 89.5 Ca 1120 of Dallas (KAFM) and 104.1 without much of Houston (KBE), 
7 Es 1713 WPNE 89,3 wi 1190 2003 Andi 92.5 BCx 1100 Comment #5: "Good trop on Novexber 12-13 seemed to last only about twelve 
WERN 88,7 WI 1065 2007 fade-outs hours, Bon't often have it going well into New mexico, Lou- 
1720 fade-outs 12 tr 2117 wOKkw 92,3 La 495 isiena and Mississippi at the same times" 73, sat. 
1853 WCAL 89.3 MN 1080 2128 wxkF 89,3 La 450 
1857 KQRS 92,5 MN 1110 2219 ce ae 1 La 450 (That's what I call MEL EES in a Texas drawl, hil-eb) 
1858 KSTP 94.5 MN i110 pore 8 rie La 60 
1859 KBEM 88,5 MN 1110 2249 pasa 3a Nai BO I a Se el DIN eS ie a Se ee Rl te ek oe is MR eR 
1902 KTIS 98,5 MN 1110 (see comment gl) 
1903 KTCZ 97,1 Ms 1110 2252 SMB 94,5 Is . 395 ERIC BUENEMAN, c/o KCFV 89,5 FM, 3400 PERSHaLL ade, FeaGUSoON, nO 63135 
1908 fade-outs. 2253 KToY 99.9 La 395 
1958 KaDB 92.5 CA 1340 2334 KMTH 98.7 NM 385 Not much in the wey of DA this time, the usual opringfield/Decatur, 
2001 KUSD 89.7 SD 920 2335 KBAT 93.5 TX 280 IL, Cape Girardeau, MO and southern IL Fiis, One day of note was January 
2002 KELO 92.5 SD 975 2336 KUFO 97.9 TX 275 16-17, 1986 when WIBI-91.1 and WSMI-106,1 were coming in with signals 
2004 KBHE 89.3 SD 1040 2338 KelP 96.9 TX 275 equivalent to those of St, Louis stations, Semi-local Kidd was consider- 
KESD 88,3 SD 1020 13 tr 0146 WYNK 101.5 La 450 ably weaker due to adjacent-channel WNNS,. My archer Seluxe indoor antenne 
2006 KFAG 92.3 CA 1190 0208 WWNO 89.9 LA 510 wag retired on December 2] after two and-one-half years of service, In 
2009 KLON 88,1 CA 1180 o728 WIyYx 94.7 MB 525 that time, I heard over 70 stations in 13 states and one Canudian prov- 
2011 KLOS 95.5 CA 1190 o729 wWMAU 88.9 MS 470 ince. Right now I'm on a cheap rabbit ears until I can afford @ new an- 
KMET 94,7 CA 1190 16 tr 0045 KoNT 94.5 TX 300 tenn, 
2012 KMGG 105.9 GA 1190 28 tr 2351 KNFM 92,3 TX BBO -— a eee a ear he a tS oe ee i ee a ee 
KJOI 98.7 cA 1190 29 tr 2020 KNFX 92.3 TX 280 CHATTER: 
2015 KFOX 93,5 CA 1195 2043 KwlF 96.9 TX 275 _— 
2024 KPBS 89,5 CA 1120 2106 KKKK 99,1 TX 275 DEADLINE DEPL,: Deadlines will always be the lest day of each month, 
2033 KILA 90,5 NV 1050 
KCEP 88,1 NV 1050 DECEMBER 1985 ; KGWA NOW ON THE Ala: KOWA 89,9 MHz Arnold, MO is now on the air, Haven't 
2120 KPCC 89,3 CA 1185 : ae heard them due to LCA, 
2121 K2ZLA 93.9 GA 1190 12 ms 0844:48 whKe 92.5 KY 865 
2138 fade-outs (spotty 2020~ tr 1030 KosT 94.5 Tx 300 KOFV GHANGES PRODUCTION DIRKCTOnS: Jerry Prsha, a nighttime w at KCFV, 
2138) ms 2044320 WEKR 92.5 KY 865 has taken over as production and continuity director, succeeding brian 
8 Es 1930 KSPC 88.7 CA 1160 13 ms 0645250 KEZT 104,1 IA 880 Crader, who resigned because of professional commitments @t wIL-92,3 
1931 KPCC 89,3 CGA 1185 0647357 KLSK 104,1 NM 600 St, Louis, Of course, Jerry is on from 2100 to 2400 CST Mondays and 
1937 KXLU 88.9 CA 1190 0703:15 KJJO 104.1 MN 1100 Wednesdays. 
1938 KFAC 92,3 GA 1190 0845:40 WESC 92.5 3C 1010 
1939 KJOL 98.7 CA 1190 Es 1427 Té-- 88,1 Guat, 1120 REMINDER: If you hear KCFV via trops or ks, send the report to SFm and 
1940 KHTZ 97.1 CA 1190 TGRT 88.8 Guat, 1120 I'll have GM Ted Faas send you your SL, mequest line numbers 
KLOS 95.5 CA 1190 1430-1447 lull soon to fade-out are (314) 595-4472 or (314) 524-8311. 
KLON 88,1 CA 1180 ms 2159 wWKKX104,1 IL 815 
Kus¢ 91,5 cA 1190 15 Es 2114 KSTP 94,5 mn 1110 . SOAPBOX DEPT,: This anti-AM campaign must stop. I am also an «M broadcast 
19413 KFOX 93.5 CA 1195 20 Es 1123 wrsu 88.5 OH 1275 DXer, and I believe that AM CAN COMEETE WITH FM. aM Stereo, 
1943 KMET 94,7 CA 1190 1126 wWxcc 96,5 WV 1090 simuleasting and other technical advancements will save an 
1947 KNOB 97.9 CA 1180 1127 WKEN 98,9 OH 1275 redio toward the end of the 1980s, FM will still be Pop= 
1949 KSBR 88,5 CA 1150 1130 WTOF 98,1 On 1235 ular, but AM will heat up in the next four years, There's 
1950 KCHV 93.7 GA 1070 2331 WiC 92.3 OH 1260 ‘ already a move to AM-FM simulcasting for several stations, 
1951 KIFM 98,1 CA 1120 1133 wSKS 96,5 On 1045 especially Top 40s like WCZY Detroit and wWNK Gincinnati, 
KGB 101.5 CA 1120 WHBG 94,1 On 1235 Radio, it's red hot, but FM is hot ang AM is getting much 
KFMB 100.7 CA 1120 1137 WNCI] 97.9 OH 1135 hotter, 
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JAMESTOWN, 
NEW YORK 
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YOU ARE INVITED TO THE CLUB’S 1986 SUMMER MEETING!!! 
JOIN YOUR FELLOW WTFDA TV, FM. & PSB 

DX ENTHUSIASTS THIS SUMMER FOR A&A WEEKEND GATHERING 
IN THE SCENIC HILLS OF WESTERN NEW YORK STATE. MANY 
OF THOSE WHO ATTENDED THE 1984 CLUB CONVENTION AT 
THIS LOCATION RATE THIS AS THE BEST 

CLUB CONVENTION SITE EVER!!! 


YOUR 1986 CONVENTION HOST IS MICHAEL LAPINSKI, 

WHO CAREFULLY PICKED THIS 41-ACRE PROPERTY AS A 
GREAT DXING LOCATION. yOU’LL SEE WHY...TV AND FM Dx 
SYSTEMS WILL BE IN OPERATION DURING THE CONVENTION 
ACTIVITIES. 300 TO 400 MILE TROPOSCATTER ON FM AND 
TY 1S COMMON THERE DURING "NORMAL" CONDITIONS AT 
THIS TIME OF THE YEAR!!! 


BE WATCHING THE VUD FOR COMPLETE DETAILS OF THE BUSY 
PROGRAM BEING PLANNED. THERE WILL BE THE USUAL 
OX/GAB SESSIONS, PLUS TENTATIVE TOURS OF AREA 
BROADCASTING FACILITIES. 


IT’S ALMOST SPRING...TIME TO START MAKING SUMMER 
TRAVEL PLANS. WE’RE HOPING TO MEET YOU AT THE 1986 


WTFDA CONVENTION!!! 
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} Sav. Cherncs 
Vets. BOX 262 


Paris, Cntario 
MARCH 1986 (519) 442—44,56 (work) oc (529) 75¢-1201 (home) ANITIs N3L 332 


ILLINOIS REPORTS HERE! So does AK CT ID IN IA KS ME MA ME MN MO MT LH Nd NY ND CH OR PA RY 
SD UT VT WA WI WY CANADA, eh} and non-USA entities such as “atar, ARKANSAS DCES NCT REPORT 
TO THIS COLUMNS 

BANUSCANS begin to trickle ing Remember the rules: report what. you hear in a given six hours. 
FM ATLAS-sized entries will result in one editor found dangling by his necktie from a yagi. 
Please type if possible, so that T can use as-is. Or write neatly. 

This past winter has been dead re DX, at least as of Jan 31. Some TV Es, minimal Trope. 

KEN ONYSCHUK...I sent your info to rf! NEWS' BRUCE EEVINC, so check his column fer your 
contrib. Glad to hear from you! 


SEPT 1985 FROM FRANKLIN MA NOV 22 Tr Pre atesastrophte (non~ix hurricane) 


26 Tr O005 98,9 WSL PA Philly 250 
0310 WOHQ 104.7 MD Ocean City "2-Q-105" 330} 0105 WAWZ 99 a NJ Zarephath 195 
NOV_1985 C115 WOAU 98,1 PA Philadelphia 250 
1 Tr 27 Tr FROM BEVERLY MA Inclement wx 

0050 WUSL 98.9 PA Philadelphia 250)1935 WALK 97.5 NY Patchogue 170 
7 tr airwaves from Aupusta ME to CT unstable. 

ee WSL 98,9 PA Philadelphia 250] Remember this is the place where NYC is 

14 Tr considered real dx, 


6820," 2120 5 CT in elevated strength, NYC in weak/ 30 Tr 
1205 WUSLt 98.9 too weak to ID (Seott, Tl 1330 CT in & out all afternoon & night 


bet you get tem more often than people in DEC 1985 

downtown Philly}-saul) ltr pre-storm 

18 Tr 0950 CT as above 

1950 WSL 98.9 PA Philadelphia 25011355 WdR 98.1 VT Rutland 329 
49 Tr 1400 WRUT 97.1 VT Rutland 129 
0820 CT in $tereo, WALK $, NYC weak-semi BACK IN FRANKLIN, SAME DAY - 
0825 WSL 98.9 PA (HELP-saul) 1610 CT about normal,NYC in & out, Rutland pr 
2215 NYC in & out weak, warm nite with patchy |1635 WSL 98.9 PA Philadelphia 250 
to dense fog expected, but so far neither fog | 4 Tr 

nor serious DX ; same at 2340 check 0905 CT elevated reception 

21 Tr 2005 WMGM 103.7 NU Atlantic City (WERI off, 
0830 WUSL 98.9 PA Philadelphiaaaaagh?! 250] under WKNE) 250 


9 Tr (WRB off;with "5-Band radio" 

COMMENTS: Yup, the airwaves have definite- 0120 WOUU 102.5 NY Rome ac (r-saul)"U-102" 220 
ly gone irito hibernation for the winter} 13. Tr 0950 CT elevated strength. 

One thing I find unusual,..when WERI 103.7 

is off, WKNE-NH always there, tho WERI very close, (Though when I lived in Rindge, 25 mi. S.E. 
of Keene, I could always get. ERI in $). MGM caught me off-guard, though I could only con= 
firm it with the S-band, Theat radio only comes in handy at "dead times" as the overload (or 
whatever) makes it very hard to distinguish real DX from overlead, Another problem is the 
. AFC. I can barely get within 2-3 channels of a local, When ex not dead, the "boombox" is by 
far the best. Hopefully I'11 move up into the McKintosh/Carver league} 

Well, packing my bags and going to HAWAII (HA-abbrev) for Xmas. See what I can get there, 

Es could be interesting, (Lots of ocear to pick upl-saulsif you get WSL there let us know, 
hi! In the meantime, I suspect it is not unusual at least in Franklin, You could prebably 
get it any night if you waited for a fade-in-saul) (Also, report HA dx here-s,again) 


NOTES RE DX _QTHs: (1) FRANKLIN approx, 43 mi. SSW of Beverly. 

AND MY STAND- (2) All new loggings NEW if logged 1st time in either location, 
—— (3) Franklin logs not considered NEW if previously logeed in Beverly; BUT 
Beverly logs ARE considered NEW if already logged in Franklin; though 
stats kept are separate, 

(4) all distances measured via local, regional, or national roadmaps. 

(5) Unless otherwise noted, distances are measured from location logged to 

city of license. 

(6) Mileages rounded: -within New England (incl, Etern NY for Franklin), 
to nearest mile. 

New England-420 miles...nearest 5 miles. 


~4Z0~700 mi, oeo 10 miles. }/.4, 28 
~70C pluss.. 25 miles, (ids see nete to left 


ARDS, RULES, 
IN LOGGING DX: 


(Scott, for your own use, the 
tmileages are okay, but do not 
use these standards for the 

STATS column or club reecrds-saui) (few do others do ‘his-sc‘?) 
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ERIC FADER 23-35 Bell Bivd, - Bayside NY 11 60 


Here's the latest "pirate report", in lieu of a DX report since I haven't had any DX... 
(Eric, thanks for the tape, I'm cmitting some details for several reasons. Pirates really 
aren't DX, though they can be and DXers should be aware of them, For that reason I'm 
preparing a guide a-la-FM Atlas, to help DXers find them during Es, Tr... but details will 
be left out in this column about pirates, Only the basic loggings will pet in; anything 
else cannot be~ such as specific location, operator identity or speculation of such. The 
Fcc reads DX bulletins looking for info, that has been proven. As a listener myself, I en- 
joy tuning in and speculating in private whe & where they really are. I don't want myself 
or thie club/colum becoming part of an FCC investigation. Eric, I'm sending you a more 
detailed package on pirates, let me know if you don't (or do) get it. Here are Eric's 
pirate logs: 


WFUN: 91.9 NY New York City area Dee 7-85 0130-0230, 

WHOT: 91.5 net on lately. 

NINE-FM: 91.9 NYC area heard 1985: Dee 28; 1984: Jan 5 0215-0245, Jan 6 2235 to past 0100 7th, 
Jan 8 2155- past 2300, Jan 14 2300, ™ Jan 8, "Joe" from WFPR pirate called tc say 
he runs 15 watts at 55'AGL, I've never heard WFPR but think they're 91.9 too, 

Others supposedly on in area: WAXY, WBKE, and an unnamed one run by guy named Tony. 

Anyone interested in writing to Edwin Armstrong of $tereo Nine FM can write to: P.O, Box 73, 

Staten Island NY 10301-0073. (As far as I know, not his real name and he uses it on air-sc). 


DAVE NIEMAN — AKRON NY = 14001-9529 Carver TX-11 tuner w/ $-Probe-9 at 25'/815'ASL. 


NOV_1985 DEC 1985 

5 Es Ié us 

1759 KESD 88.3 SD Brookings $ 865}0116 KNEN 94.7 NE Norfolk $ 950 
13. GW 16 Tr tr 

0950 WGCC 90.7 NY Batavia rg$ (newto air)18 0200 CIME 99.5 PQ Ste.Ad8le "Seem"WDCXoff 285 
19 Tr 21 MS 


0045 WRSU 88.7 NJ New Brunswick r$ 275)0835 KITS 94.7 MO Springfield $ 
(WBFC off, CJOM-ON,WUJC-OH, CBOF-PQ all in)|23 tr 
CqnaNTS: There has been quite a ick ot [1242 SHEE 90-3 ON Sarnia (ox-306.3) Ihde ty 


E-skip on TV channels 2 & 3 lately. CBC-Windsor","This is CBC~Radio" 190 
: : JAN 1986 
Nothing on FM since Nov. 5. After read- is tr 


ing the comments in the VUD re the 1985 — F : 
Es season, I see the rest of you didn't 0902 WINE 89.5 NY Utiea ¢ $ (fairly new stn)155 
think it was a good one. Well here's a brief run-down on what happened in Western NY, The 
season started FEB 5 w/ Es to FL,..no new loggings. It ended NOV 5, 22 openings and 44 
new logrings, JULY 8 the best day- the skip began 1209 EST and ended at 2030 with a 2 hour 
break in between, 12 new loggings and at least double that in relogs, 1985 may not have 
been the best Es year ever but it made the top five here, dave, 


LEE ANTHONY - ERIE,.. did you get my reply to your letter? If not write back. I hope I was 
able to provide satisfactory answers to your questions, If not, try the technical column-s, 


That's it, lots of inclement wx and minor Tr to 250 miles using the car radio, but nothing 
worth noting. Remember, May is skip-time, Is your equipment ready? 73s- Saul. 


Worldwide TV-FM DX Association 


rom February uTFalo News 
STORM DISRUPTS MAGNETIC FIELD, 
COMMUNICATIONS 


BOULDER, Colo. (AP) — One of 
the strongest geomagnetic storms 
since 1976 disrupted communica- 
tions across much of the northern 
United States on Saturday, the Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad- 
ministration said. 

The disruption of the Earth’s nor- 
mal magnetic field meant problems 
for satellites, radios and aircraft, 
but also meant a “northern lights” 
display much farther south than 
usual, a spokesman at the adminis- 
tration's Space Environment Ser- 
vices Center said. 


The spokesman, Bill Brennaa, 
said this week's storms — the worst 
of which started at midafternoon 
Saturday and was expected to last 
24 hours — were linked to a series of 
powerful solar flares this week. 

While such a phenomenon can 
also mean difficulties with power 
distribution and phone lines, engi- 
neers monitoring such systems can 
make adjustments to deal with the 
problems, Brennan said. 


The aurora borealis from Satur- 
day’s storm was expected to be 
overhead in the latitude that encom- 

both New York and Chicago. 

In fact, the storm's intensity 
meant that “if the skies are clear, 
you will be able to see an aurora 
from almost anyplace in the United 
States,” Brennan said. 


Robert Grant, xDa=n 
5775 Bishop 
Detroit, Wi 482245 
March, 1964, 


CC. d cunpentitien x] 


FERRIC CHEER HERRON ELH SELON IESE ARSE MOBENI A IAN A 3 1 a 38 Be eg PRESSE 
FM uniDss 
Scott Me Hood, Jean Ure College, Franklin, MA 02038~1994. 
1984: Sun 4 Nov Tr 100.1 19L0 EST-~ *F (PTA: E'n Canada.) (there are several, I think 
CBF8 in Trois Rivieres, PQ is most likely because of power="> 


From 3ever MA? 
1985: Fri 7 Jun’ 5s 02.7 T2Z5 SDT-- religion. (PIA:MN,WI,MI,TN,KS.) (weird PTA set, en? =RG) 
t ono m 4 9861 1305 EDT— "Paul Harvey Nx & Comment" (same PTA.) 


"nt * 9303 1415 EDT "Hot country hits in real stereo" (PTA: Midwest, SE'n US) 
Fri l4 Jun gs 97.1 1335 EDT=- "Welre Jammin'* said in "Jive"-type voice (PTA: AR, WO.) 
(sounds like urban contemp to me, I have 2 U/c stations on that frequency listed, 
WHRK, Memphis, TN and WQMG, Greensboro, NC. <RG) 
Fri 14 Jun Ss 101.1 1340 EDT— ad- "Tall dymer's(?)" (PTA: AR, 40.) 
POW ge " 95e1 1415 EDT=- rm (A/C) format: "The music's here on K-95, It's 1:17" 
(Thus CDT, PTA: AR,MO. Suspect KAMS.) 
9807 1435 EDT r, "Rock-99t ",,,.5pringdale (PTA: AR,MO. Suspe XWTO.) 
eT W440 EDT== *oscoin Rodgersvilles-..sdown in Springfield, 0 
older announcer talking about plays that were going to be aired on the station. 
(PTA: MOAR. quite sure KTTS.) 
Sun 23 Jun Es 9469 1140 EDT-- Farm or local Nx: ",..hvy T~storms..o.Iowa.. (PTA: IA.) 
Mon 1 Jul Hs 96,5 1140 EDT-- "Z-96 Hit Radio" (PTA: IL,MO,KS susps WAZY.)(me too -R3) 
" ott " 95el 1145 EDT—- k, "...0n the Q* (PTA: * & HH ton WD2Q.) 
Tue 2 Jul 9501 1135 EDT-~ "Georgia Radio News" (PTA: GA.) (I list no 95.1 in GAeb=RG) 
Mon Jul. 9703 0945 EDT—- "The new 97-Rock in the Tri-Land area" (PTA: GA. susp WJAD.) 
Lea a 10269 1030 EDT— r, *Hit Radio® (PTA: SSB.) 
of « 102.9 1030 HDT-- k, (PIA: S,SE. Any others besides WMSI7) (Scott, when 
you say "PTA SE," de you mean to say you think the signal originated southeast of 
your location or in the southeastern part of the U.S.? In this column a simple direction 
only is taken to mean direction of signal (usually antenna direction.) -RG) 
SSEIHHE HEHEHE BUBREEEHEOCHUBEHEEEHEHHBHHBHEE GHBERE HEE Ett of eat bots 
TV unis: 


w u ” ity 
noon " 1 


Es 
Es 
nt 
n 


SE 


Fri 24 May Es ch 2 1530 EDT-= sounded like WWNSW' 2, + offsete 

Tue 1L Jun Es ch 3 0930 EDT-- "IV worth watching, WPRI(?)" suspect WEDU.- 
(Definitely PES. WPRI is commercial ch 12 in Providence .=23) 

Thu 13 Jun Es ch 3 1140 EDT-- "The Young and The Restless" (CBS) 1 hour BARLY!! (PTA: SS) 

Sun 23 Jun Es ch 4 1005 EDT— CBS, calls sounded like "WNBI" (PTA: IN,MO.) (WCBI-*S? -RG) 

Tue 9 Juk Es ch 3 0915 EDT-- "The Love Boat" 

Sat 13 Jul Bs ch 3 1050 EDT-= auction or pledge drive, phone # 333-8696. (PTA: GA,SC.) 
(write WEDU. -RG) 

Wed 17 Jul gs ch 3 1505 EDT— “Bugs (Bunny) And Friends" 

sn ut ch 21515 EDT~— PBS, Computer/Medical pgm, + offset. 

Mon 29 Jul Es ch 3 1945 EDT-- "Taxi™ (PTA: Midwest.) 

* sn ch 63.1945 EDT-~ "Wheel of Fortune™ (PTA: * " ), 

Tue 30 Jul Bs ch 31145 EDT— Ballet, Opera or Dance pgme PES? 

Thu 2 Aug E8 ch 2.1900 EDT— "Wheel of Fortune" ($ offset, PTA: SE.) 

* non "ch 3 1905 EDT— "Wheel of Fortune" wx advisory for Carolima coast. 
(PTA: NC,SC,GA. suspect WWAY.) 

"oo on 8 ch 63.1935 EDT-~ "UacNedl Lehrer Newshour" (PBS) (PIA: SE. suspect WEDU.) 

"  n  # ch 31055 EDT-- "Powerhouse" (PES) suspect WEDU. 

Mon 5A Es ch 3 1340 EDT-= ABC, ad for something in Spr: Be 

Tue 6 Aug Bs ch 2 2020 mpT-- PBS, ™ K " logoe, + offset. (Definitely WMAB, Ackerman, 


Miss. <RG) 
SEB HEBETOHEE ette 2 


Michael Parks, Route 1, Box 103, saeree WI 54001. 
1985: Mon 24 Jun —3 ch 501 CDT "D 3 
t 


" " "ch 31504 CDT-- "uppet Show ad- "Carpetmart ph# 884-9246. logo 
ae with red 3 in white circle (see drawing 1). 
ech 31531 cpT-- "Difftrent Strokes" 
1 oe “ch 3 1531 CDOT— "Tom and Jerry" 
" " nt n ch 2 1535 CpTt—— “Smurfs” 
Fri 28 Jun ¥s ch 3 1036 CDT— "Dukes of Hazzard" (PTA: TX 
Tue 2 Jul Es ch 2 1033 @OT— "Match Game" (PTA: e SB.) ‘ 
: : , © Gh 21155 COT— "Reading Rainbow (PTA: S,SE«) 
"  " ch 21512 chDT— "Little House on the Prairell (PTA: 5,SE.) 
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CCI- unidentified DX. March, 1986. 
“ EERE REEL EASA SEE HEAL SEES IEELACEA KEHOE. FEE EBS 


Michael Parks, conte 
1985: fae 2 Jul sch 1520 CDT— "People's Court' then "Alice" at 1530. (PTA: 5,5%.) 
e nit " ch 3 1529 CDT—~ "The Incredible Hulk" (PTA: 5,55.) 
ch 6 1535 CDT— "Love Connection" (PTA, # * ) 
6 1535 CDT—- "Divorce Court" (susp. either this or above was WSU.) 
2 1603 CDT =~ "M*A*S*H" (PTAs S,SB.) 
2 2234 CDT—- ad mentioned cities of Layton, Riverdale, and Logane 
{Layton and Logan are both in the Salt Lake City area= KUTY-20 
6 OOL5 CDT=— "Solid Gold" (PTA: NE,KS,OK. not WO"T.) 
2 0142 CDT-- "Hawaii Five-O" (PTA: Canada. 
6 2230 CDT-~ "at the Movies" (PTA: S) 
2 0327 CDT-—~ "CNN Headline News" 
4 0327 CDT— "CNN Headline News" 


Sun 28 Jul 
, Thu 1 Aug 
Sun ll Aug Tr 
Sun 20 Oct -S 


n 1 tt n 


Tr 
Es 


eh 


RHR HEBBEN BE IHS SHEL MH LASHES SESE SIE MSHI NEE HEE HEHE SEM 8 IO Hab Rie ME Ae SRE MO 
, 


Robert Je Williams, 312 Shoshone Ste Ee, Apts B=-8, Twin Falls, ID 83301. 
1985: Sun 19 May Es ch 3 2206 MDT-- "Star Trek" (PTA: Central US») 


Sat 25 May Es ch 3 2000 MDT—~ "TURN TO 3" logo. (PIA: KS,NE,MO,IA.) (see drawing 2) 


4 oso " ch 3 2137 MOT— movie- “The Longest Day” (PIA: Central US. not KYTV, KDLO.) 
th cM tt " ch 2 2147 MOT-- "Solid Gold" (PTA: Central US.) 
Sat 1 Jun Es ch 2 1948 MOT—- Tornado watch (or warning) symbol supered in upper left. 
(PTA: TX.) 
Fri l4 Jun Bs ch 3 1200 WT— begin movie "Powier River" (PIA: TX,LA,NM,AZ, KS,OK,NE,SD,CO.) 
to ot t ch 2 1530 MOT ads- "A-1 Mobile Homes", "Rogers Volkswagen" (PIA ‘trwnienn) 
Thu 20 Jun Es ch 2 1200 MOT— end—~ "Guess What" (PTA: Canadae, suspect CKTVo) 
(the program name seems familiar, but I think it is C3C~ =o) 
Sun 23 Jun Es ch 3 2117 MDT~- news with Karen Mayry. (PTA: Central US.) 
Mon 24 Jun Es ch 2 1431 WOT-- begin "Welcome Back Kotter” (PTA: SW. KVBC-3 (NV) ine) 
Tue 2 Jul Es ch 5 1152 wT— "Muppet-type" puppets in western clothing, followed at 1153 
by @ cartoon with Royal Canadian Mounted Police. (Dudley DoRight?? -RG) 
(PTA: Canada, suspect CKX, CK0S, CdFB or CKBI. CBYYT=2 seen at 1130.) 
"4 mt ch 2 1202 MDT begin "Flintstones (PTA: Canada, suspect CKTV.) 
" won " ch 2 2118 MOT— cCDT-zone station with a US map and "LOPM Super Radar’ 
supered at bottom of screen. (KLNE=3 seen at 1952,) 
' ow ch 3 2131 MoT=~ begin "Magnum, P.I." (same PTA.) 
Mon 8 Jul Es ch 2 1840 NOT— mention "Reliance" and "College of Business" (PFA: AB,SK, MB, 
ND,WY,M?.) (There is a Reliance in SD. but not near any ch2-2i 
' ow ow" ch 21840 T= "Entertainment Tonight". (same PIA) (Bob, when you said that 


"Entertainment Tonight" is on ABC in USA you were wrongs "E.T." is a syndicated program, 
it is carried by any station that buys it, including some ABC affiliates and others. -RG) 
Mon 8 Jul Es ch 2 1909 MOT-- "The Cosby Show" (PTA: AB, SK.) 
ey Sane NT = 41915 WT "The A Team™ (PTA: * ", CFRN=3, CFQC1-3 also in.) 
e of Hoon 3 2100 MOT—- logo (see drawing 3) (PIA: E. KAAL-6 came in at 2124.) 
Tue 9 Jul Es 2 1405 MOT-~ begin *Nanny and the Professor* (WSIL=3 in at 1300, KTBS,1430! 
Sat 20 Jul 5s 2 0950 MOT-~ full CBP, no ID nor any other infoe (KYTV-3, KOET-3 in.) 
Tue 2 Jul ES 3 1115 MOT-— "Sesame Street’ (PTA: ND,MB,SK. CBWFT also in.) 
Sun 4 Aug Es ch 2.1930 MOT— ad~ "Royal Le Page" with phone #s: 555-2368 amd 268-7777. 
(PIA: MB,SK. KGFE-2 also in.) (sounds French to me, probably CBWFT7, Kenora, ON. -G) 
(by the way, phone numbers beginning in "555" yield directory assistance and are frequently 
used in TV shows and movies as fictional phone numbers.) 
FHIBHIGBEHE HEU GHIBHEEHEHEHHOE EEE IOM AEE SEAM ITE HE OE HE ME OEM HE HERE HN He EE SEEM REE ME OE BIO EU EO EO Et BC 
TV IDs: 
Bill Nolman: (11/85 CCI.) 
1985: Tue 2 Jul Bs ch 2 2052 EDT— Documentary about Indias (KUSD, SDe The show was "Nova"? 
; ~ Michael Parks.) 
Mon 15 Jul Es ch 2 1750 EDT— SS, ID as "CTW", ad- "Alka-Seltzer". (John Combs points 
out that there is another ch 2 in D.R., in Santo Domingo, HIJB. with more power than 4iMQ2.) 
(I still think WKAQ is our prime suspect. -RG) 


Rangy Miltier: (11/85 CCI.) 
1985: Thu 30 May Bs ch 21645 POT— "Wheel of Fortune” and ads and promos (see 11/85 CCI.) 


? (not KWGN, they have no news. KNOP has nx at 6 & 10 but do they have Skip Baldwin?? -M. Parks 
Jim Pizais (11/85 CCI.) 
19853 Sun 26 May Es ch 5 2240 MOT— "Family Feud" (WMAQ. -<Michael Parks.) 
a " " 


* ch 4 2300 ioT— end "At Issue" (WHBF carried this Sunday nights a few 


years ago, Maybe they still do. -Michael Parks.) 
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Hy 
Robert Grant. (8/85 CCI.) 

ch 31745 EDT-~ "Little House O/f Prairie” (KOTA. -Michael Parks.) 

=" " ch 5 1755 EDT— "He-Man" (KIVV. Michael Parks.) 

Mon 27 May Es ch 5 1300 EDT— "Noon Edition” and ch 5 logo. (Definitely KHAS, the 
logo appears in TVG. -Michael Parks.) (TNX! This bags a new one for me that I have been 
trying for years to gets -RG) (A humorous note= The ad for KHAS news reads: "If you 
watch the news on a distant TV station, You are missing what's happening locallyt) 
Fri 7 Jun ES ch 3 1835 EDT— "Jeopardy" (KOTA. -Michael Parks.) 
Sat 8 Jun BS ch 3 1357 EDT— "Market to Market” (a PBS, probably KOET. -Michael Parks) 
Thul8Jul(?) Tr ch 5 0335 EDT-- missing child slide. (Definitely WMAQ. -Nathaniel Ely.) 
o omn * Tr ch 8 0425 EDT-- "CNN Headline Nx" (WQADs -N. Ely & Me Parks.) 
son on" ch 7 0430 EDT— end "The Dating Game” (WIS. -N. Ely & M. Parks.) 
(Michael Parks points out my error that 7/18 is Thursday, not Friday. Now I am not 
sure if I logged these on Thu. 18th or Fri. 19th but I guess it doesn't matter, =RG) 


TYW TO 
es 
DRAWING 1 DRAWING 2 
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I saw very heavy Au hash on the seventh and eighth of February, No IDs could be 
made, however. While this column is in the mail I will be giving the mysterious 
"Canis Majorids" MS I saw last year a Sirius effort (sorry, I couldn't resist, hi.) 73. 


E TO-NEWS 


David J. Nieman 

12284 Nice Road 

Akron, NY 14001 
U 


March starts off with; 


Nate tly - Madison, wl 


CKND-2 
Hrandon-Minnedosa, MB 


637 mile meteor-scatter, 
seen Ooec. Es BS 


rece 1-9-8) ine! in 
cold 


storage 


ipece 12-31-85} 


Fred McCormack 

Box 5221 

State University Sta. 
Fargo, ND 58105 


WESTERN TV-DX 


March 1986 Deadline: 4-10-86 
New New Mode__ Tent. -t Unidentified -unid S/O0n-+ S/Off -= 
ID Color Bars - @ Unid Color Bars - % IHTP - ¢ Misc. Test Patterns - & 
William Draeb, Ellis St., Rt. #2, Kewaunee, W1.54216 csT 


Equipment: 7’ Finco dish, B-T CMA-Ub preamp @ 93', .750 cable. Stacked Finco high 
band yagis with B-T AB-3 (tube type) preamp @ 100' with RG/11 cable. 
Second tower, 40', with Winegard CH-4026 (lo-band) and Winegard $C713 
(hi-band) yagis. Hi-band uses AB-300 preamp. Zenith 14N22 table model 
23" b&w (1971) with B-T BTU-2s UHF converter (used for UHF and also the 
stacked hi-band yagis) and Zenith 16J20 19” b&w (early 60's) (used with 
antennas on 40' tower), and Panasonic 9" b&w portable. 


November 1985 December 1985 20 tr 2144 WKLE 46 KY 473 

5 Es 2100 KENW 3 NM 21 Es 1830 unids chs 2-6 s 2156 WKPC 15 KY 437 

KAMR 4 TX (LA tentatively 21 tr 0600 WNED 17 NY 445 

6 tr 0555. Central IL UHF's on chs 2, 4, 6) WUTV 29 NY 445 

0640 KDNL 30 MO 432 January 1986 WSEE 35 PA 405 
KNLCt 24 MO 20 tr 2100 WDRB 41 KY 437 0730 CIII22 22 ON 

16 Es 2105 unid ch 2 west WGRB 34 KY CFMT 47 ON 410 


That's the extent of the DX for now. 
ings coming though, I hope. 

Local WSCO-14 has extended their broadeast. day a bit. They used to sign off at 2215 
seven days a week, but now they stay on until 2300. I don't know where they're getting 
the financial support to do so. Every fund raiser they had, they came up way short. The 
last one they raised about half of their goal. They are also experimenting with picking 
up an off the air signal for re-broadcast from WVCY-30 which is about 160 miles away. 
They have four Channel Master 7 foot dishes stacked 2 x 2 at 350 feet on their tower. The 
station manager said they aren't all "tuned up", and working right yet because of the cold 
weather we've had lately. Along with the dishes, they're using various preamplifiers, 
etc. The brand names weren't mentioned. I think they're expecting too much if they thing 
they're going to get a usable signal for rebroadcast. I wrote a letter to them saying as 
much, but no response. 

Not much local station news that I haven't already mentioned. 
WXGZ-32 was off for five days straight. 
they had "major transmitter problems." 

That's about all for now. 73's, Bill 


I think there will be more frequent tropo open- 


A couple of weeks ago 
I called them up to find out why and was told 


(Thanks for the report... fm) 


PHOTO-NEWS continued 


....0uP last DX picture is from: 


Jim Pizzi 


Lovington, NM 


KRSuo-7 
Lawton, OK 
294 mile tropo 
seen Nov. 29, 85 


{ip} 


{rece 12-21-85} 
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BY MICHABL HOLIIS 


I assume all TV-DXers get introduced to this fascinating hobby through 
various sources. ( i.e., shortwave DX, amatuer radio, or a friend being 
a TV-DXer) My real introduction to TV DXing came as a mere accident. 

My electronic hobbies had caused me to cross it's path numerous times 
but it wasn't until sometime later that I learned what TV DXing was 
really all about. 


Well, starting from the beginning, during the summer of 1968, I was 


working with a television repair shop as a summer helper in order to make 


some spending money. I had selected this type of work because of my 
electronic interests as a Novice Amateur radio operator. During this 
summer I spent most of my time installing and repairing television 
antennas. I lived in a4 small northwestern Alabama town ( Russellville ) 
where most of our customers had to have large antenna systems with 
rotors to receive good reception. I especially remember a close 
encounter with TV-DX early one June morning. After installing a large 
VHF yagi and UHF 8 bay bowtie with rotor on top of a 50 foot mast for 
one of our customers, my boss and I went inside to check out the 
reception. Well; the VHF reception to the southeast ( Birmingham, AL 
channel 6 and channel 13 ) was normal. We rotated the antenna to the 
north to check the UHF reception ( channel 15 Florence, AL ) when we 
noticed another station on channel 6 before switching over to the UHF 
band. Interested in this station, we aligned the antenna for the 
strongest signal and learned we were watching a station from Oklahoma. 
The people who we installed the antenna system for were impressed but 
my boss and I couldn't explain why a station from Oklahoma was rolling 
in that particular morning. On the way back to the shop; I thought 
about this unusal occurance but still didn't know I was witnessing 
something TV-DXers call, tropospheric bending ( tropo ). 


A year later, my parents moved to Chattanooga, TN where I finished high 
school. To my delight they bought a house on top of a high ridge which 
was excellent for FM and television reception. During 1969 and 1970 

I had several encounters with both FM and TV DX. 1 had bought an FM 
stereo receiver and put up a 10 element FM yagi with rotor to listen 

to rock and roll stereo stations from Atlanta, GA ( WOXT and WZGC ). 
Atlanta was over a hundred miles away and I began to notice reception 
was better at night and early morning hours than during the day. Since 
I was in school most of the day, this didn't really present a problem. 
A fellow amateur radio operator suggested that I should try to receive 
Atlanta television stations as well; especially the independent station 
on channel 17 ( WICG ) because of my high elevation. Also about this 
time, a new UHF television station was being built in Chattanooga ( WRIP 
channel 61 now WDSI ) which would require an outdoor antenna for good 
reception. After several weeks of convincing my parents we would need 
an outdoor UHF antenna; they agreed to let me install a 4 bay bowtie 
with our small VHF yagi and a rotor. I didn't mention that I was also 
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jvc the Atlanta television stations, 

my parents were out of town one weekend, 
I put-up the 4 bay bowtie so i could stay uo tate and watch Atlanta TV. 
The first night things were great with beth VHF and UHF reception out 
to 150 miles. To thought to myseif; why hadn't T thought of this before. 
Well; the next night, reception was not as good with even tne Atlanta 
UHF stations snowy and fading at times. TI thought to myself there must 
be a wire loose or something wrong because the reception the night 
before had been great. During the next year 1 stayed up late severai 
times atter the local stations sianed off to catch nearby cities like 
Knoxville, Birmingham, Memphis and Nashville but never caught any real 
good trope opennings. Of course, T stil] didn’t know what tropo. 
E-skip and all that stuff was about. 


interested in trying lo rec 
especiaijiy channe) 17. Wh 


fy next encounter with TV-DxX came when was stationed at Ft. Campbell, 
KY in 1978 with the army. IT got a brain storm that my previous attempts 
with long distance television recepticn at my parsents house may have 
faired because i was using modest antennas. L thought it would be 

great to be abie to receive TV from Chattanooga which was about 160 
miles away and be abie to catch up on local news. iowent to a local 
electronics distributor and bought tne biggest VHF yagi availab}e which 
happened to be the Channel Master Crossfire model 3617. T was 
disappointed again because a hundred miles was about as far as this 
antenna would reach. i tried adding a pre-amp to the antenna and found 
that only on certain occassions were stations from Chattanooga reaily 
watchable at 160 miles. Also, there was an independent UHF station 

In Nashville on channel 17, W47TV which was about 60 miles away. f{ 
should have better luck with something closer. Iowent again to the 
electronics distributor and bought the biggest UHF antenna they had 
which was a Finco model P-7. I was disappointed again as W2ZTV was 
transmitting with low power at tnat time and i coulan't raise my antenna 
high enough to get a good signal. i began to say to myself: this long 
distance television reception is for the birds. Ahout a week laLler. 

IT was over at a friends house watching TV with rabbit ears and we 
started receiving a spanish speaking station om channel 2. We watcned 
for a few minutes in amazement. i was thinking to myself: this is crazy. 
t can hardly receive a good picture from a station only 40 mil away 
with a big antenna and my friend is receiving a Mexican televis n 
station with only rabbit ears. I'm confused! !!! 


Of course the anawer to any TV DxXer was easy but stiii I knew nothing 
about TV DXing propogation. Later that year white looking through a 
copy of Communication World magazine which is now extinct, I stumbled 
across the Worldwide TV-FM DX Association. So I wrote to the club and 
got a sample VHF-UHF Digest. [ remember the first time 1 looked at 
the VUD. A iot of it was lixe Greek to me but that was just the real 
beginning for me with TY DXing. Now after nine years with Jots of 
stations logged, many photos and qsis. IT wish [ had stumbled onto the 
WIFDA sooner. Even after all these years; my TV DX enthusiasm hasn't 
waivered yet. 1 just sometimes think of all the TV bX I missed all 
those years. 


Worldwide TV-FM DX Association 


John F, Combs, prop. 
i 2969 Herschel #7 
€ | 1 
EASTERN \V- DX — Jacksonville FL 32205 
O04) 389-2451 


Void 
Pratl *NEW ADDRESS/PHONE* 
March 1986 A.D. (NOT SOLD IN STORES) by law: DEADLINE: 1st 
Dave Nieman, Akron, NY 14001-9529 Sp 
November 1985 January 1986 January 1986 
5 Es 1757 KIMT-3 LA 720 1 Tr 0900 WNEM-5 ME 275° 18 Yr 1007 WKAR-23 ME 305 
1931 KTVS-3 CO 1250 2 Tr 1315 WBNG-12 NY 145° 21 Tr 0026 WXMI-17 MU 355 
7 Es 1230 KSNW-3 KS 1050 5 Es 0946-103 ch 2 nu IDs 0030 WUHQ-41 MP 345 
30 Tr 1615 WBNX-55 OH 205 7 Es 1015-1243 ch 2&3 no IDs 0204 wxvZ-7 ME 245 
Akron (testing) 8 Es 1355-1538 ch 2&3 no IDs 0217 WIRT~12 ME 255 
December_1985 14 Es 1345-1530 ch 2&3 no IDs 0901 WGVC735 ME 355 
21 Es 1838 KTVS -3 CO 1250 48 Tr 0930 WAQP-49 MI 276 Dayton, UH area US 16,27,26%45 
29 Es 0834-0957 ch. 2 & 3 no IDs 0944 WSMH-66 ME 255 1400 WPBY-33 wv 390 


Equipment: 1982 Zenith 12” B&W w/t Teknika 6510 tuner. Antennas: C/M 1113 Quantum w/t £/M 
0096C: cartridge amp at. 12’ AG (802' ASL). C/M 4751 7' dish w/t Bionder-fongue CMA-ub pre-amp 
on crank-up tower at 41’ AG (831' ASL), using RG-11 cable. 


I'd like to thank Walter Patton who IDed my mystery channel 16 (Nov. 1985 VUD) as CBFT-9 Mont 
St. Michel, PQ (about 100 miles north of Ottawa, ON). 


i'm temporarily using the Channel Master 1113 Quantum and 0096C pre-amp as winter in western 
New York is no time to be changing antennas. {No weather comments John). 


(Hey, winters in North Florida aren't anything like those in your area, but they're not all 
sunshine and warm ocean breezes either! Besides, I'll take 20° and snow over 45° and 
rain any day. The latter feels much colder to me--jfc) 


Robert Goodman, 2030 Hering Ave., Bronx NY 10461-1711 EDT 
September 1984 June 1985 June 1985 

22 Tr 2232 WBOC-16 MD 175 7 Es 1301 WREG-3* TN 940 23 Bs 0847 WEDU-3 FL 1005 
June 1985 4740 unID-6 1118 WBAY-2 WI 755 


7? Es 1231 KDLH-3* MN 995 1750 WOCO-4 MN 1010 August 1985 


17 Tr 2230 WGCB-49? PA T 


“Except for the two receptions at Valhalla (designated by *), all loggings were here. 

Can it really be this long since I reported to Eastern TV? Not that much there, really, 
unless I count the loads of unIDs. These include a 6/22/85 occasion when I got a good 
enough null on WCBS-2 to get full video DX through them. That wasn't as astounding as 
the WBAY-2 logging the next day, when I heard the audio through the local~-not bad for 
“ears" in town! Also heard during the 9/22/84 tropo opening was a loral ham 2-m repeater 
which a certain Rufus (KAYRPZ) was making with full quieting from Greenville NC." 


(Nice to see you back in the column, Robert! Don't fret about the short report--I think 
getting ANY DX in New York City and environs is a feat in itself!--jfc) 


Ed Frye, 317 Hooker Avenue, Poughkeepsie NY 12603-3111 
"We are now preparing for our move to L.A.; therefore, this shall be my final contribution 
to Bastern TV-DX. With so much to accomplish between now and moving day, DXing is out of 
the question! I have, instead, spent those milder spells of January weather taking down 
my UHF/FM antenna system for shipment to CA, Since we've been counting on a move, I pur- 
posely designed my system to be "retrievable"--that meant saving all the cartons in which 
my equipment originally came, too! (Smart move-- jfc ) Regrettably, I'm leaving behind my 
CH-5200 VHF antenna and rotor. The elements of Chromstar antennas, once deployed, are vir- 
tually impossible to fold up without damaging either the equipment or one's fingers! 
Besides, the move will enable me to try out a new VHF antenna; the CH-5200 is 7 years old 
and showing it! For local UHF viewing during the transisiton, I installed one of those 
unique~looking Radio Shack antennas, Model 15-1627 ("4-bay") in our attic with the CM 
7477A preamp. This antenna, originated by Antennacraft as the “Hoverman,” is substan- 
tially reviewed in the excellent Howard Sams book "TV Antennas and Signal Distribution 
Systems." I have used several of these inexpensive antennas under various conditions and 
can verify the author's claims of outstanding results.....In closing, here are my Pough- 
keepsie DX totals: E-skip i4,Domestic VHF Tr 21,Domestic UHF Tr 40,Canadian VHF Tr 3 
Total States 17,Total Provinces 1. Best UHF: WCVE-23 (345 mi.). Best E-skip: KBME-3 ‘ 
(1370 mi.). Best VHF-hi Tr: CBOFT-9/CJOH-13 (270 mi.}, 73's to everyone; see you in the 
“Western” pages, hopefully soon!" 
(Good luck with the move, Ed, and thanks for all your contributions to this column. As 
for the "4-bay" UHF antenna, I too am a firm believer in the value of this extremely 
inexpensive iten. They are easy to handle, lightweight, and yet deliver fine results, 
Moreover, they are well-suited for "remote" uses (like mountaintop DXing) and other 


temporary uses, as well as for apartment/condo dwellers who are restricted to indoor 
or attic antennas--jfc) 
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BASTERN TV-DX March 19) 
Anthony Mann, Dept. of Physics, L.5.U., Baton Rouge LA 70803-4001 (GMT 


‘My visit to Australia coincided with some particularly intense summer Es conditions, 
notably over Xmas-New Year, when the MUF was over 144 mHz, at least over Eastern Australia. 
Two-hop Es at 144 mHz was observed briefly Dec. 26 at 2203 GMT from New Caledonia into 
Adelaide (then regular 1-hop into Brisbane)." 


"From my parents’ house in Perth I began observing Dec. 17 using a JIL SX-200 scanner and 
a CM 3617 antenna at 26 feet. Double-hop from Australian Ch. @ and Ch. 1 xmtrs (1700-2300 
miles) was in almost daily while multi-hop from New Zealand Ch. 1 and Ch. 2 xmtrs (3000- 
3400 miles) was noted Dec. 17,24-31 (except 26) and Jan. 1,7,8. For me, Es peaked on Dec. 
29 and 30. On Dec. 29, Malaysian Chs. E2,#3,24 (approx. 2500 miles) wafted in and out for 
3 hours mid-afternoon while another double-hop opening to the east (single-hop at FM) was 
in progress. Initially, Chinese Ch. Ci vision (49.75 mHz) was present, indicating 4000 
mile Es northward. However, Dec. 30 brought my most distant Es reception to date: KVZK-2 
American Samoa_at 4700 miles. This was between 0300 and 0420 GMT during an extremely 
intense opening to the east, starting at 0630 and lasting past 2300 (TVQ@ still in; all 
other Ch. $'s and 1's had signed off). The 59.75 mHz audio was quite strong and from the 
tape I was able to dig out "Saturday Journal" and the stn ID at 1144 "In American Samoa 
you're watching KVZK Television, channel two." KVZK-2 was received earlier that morning 
on color bars by TV & FM-DXer Todd Emslie of Sydney (at 2800 miles). Strangely, the Es 
clouds responsible for much 144 mHz DX and hours of low-powered FM-DX over Eastern Austral- 
ia, resulted in only a few short-lived FM openings to Adelaide (1300 miles) at my QTH," 


"This is probably my last contribution to your column and the WIFDA in general as I'm 
moving back to Australia (on March 10) where my address will be: 15 Tweeddale Rd., 
Applecross, W.A. 6153, Australia." 


(We're sorry to see you go, Anthony, but I guess it's always nice to go home, regardless 
of what Thomas Wolfe says! Please do keep us posted on your activites; after all, this is 
the Worldwide TVY-FM DX Association, and we don't often get reports from overseas. 
Especially reports as exciting as the above--probably making jaded DXers seethe with 
understandable envy! Best of luck to you in your DXing and in your work! --jfc) 


John F, Combs, 2831 Selma, Jacksonville FL 32205 (LAST REPORT FROM THIS QTH)_ (Est) 

January 1986 January 1986 January 1986 

3 Tr 0605 WTAT-24 SC 246 6 Tr 0922 WNSC-307 SC T 14 Es 2130 KFDX-3 TX 1046 
0605 WATG-26 (SC) 215 0934 WLFL-22 Nc 409 (MUF at least 92 mHz) 


5 Es 1145-1228 unIDs-2-6 
6 Tr 0820 SC U's 24,25,35 


1944 WIAT-24 SC 216 21 Tr 2330 WHMC-23 SC 294 
1944 WRJA-27 SC 261 2330 WJKA-26 NC 335 


0820 WPTF-287 NC T 12 Tr 0630 WTAT-24 local qual. 2330 WRJA-27 SC 261 
0820 WTVE-42 NG 343 0630 SC U's 26,35,49 2330 WOLO-25 SC 263 
0915 WPCQ-36 NC 347 2330 WEVU-26? FL T 2330 WTAT-24 SC 216 
0915 WIPM-33? SC T 13 Tr 0030 WTVX-34 FL 234 2330 CCI Chs. 20,26 


0915 WLTX-19 SC 262 14 Es 18444 Noted on 2 (Others--no time...) 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS: As you hopefully have noted in the heading of this column, my address 
is changing. The new QTH is, unfortunately, a 1st floor apartment. Looks like I'll have 
to do whatever I can do with indoor antennas. Oh well--maybe the summer Es season will 
be a winner this year!! Interesting to note WTVI-42 on 1/6 in with a watchable signal 
while WPCQ-36 not present at all!! 42's new xmtr/QTH/power seem to help--I've never 
seen more than a very weak signal from them in the past. Any members having good ideas 


concerning indoor antennas, please write! 

WMTV Fi STEREO 96.3 
4MTV Abi 1610 KHZ 
WwTV CH 3 TV 
WMTV SW 7.4-7.45 


WMTV UPDATE: I received another letter from the operator of 
pirate station WMTV in Delray Beach FL. This is the last 

bit of publicity I'll give these guys--OK? I quote him: "We 
are a true pirate--unconventional to the bloody end! Some of 
our more noted hijinks include running our 96.3 mHz xmtr 
from the belly of a Cessna at 1500 feet! Also last October 
we shut down a local AM stn and loaded our 7,425 kHz xmtr on 
2 of the stn's arrays. That caused quite a stir! (Hmmn... 
can't imagine why--jfc) WNTV channel 3 TV is an XXX-rated 
format featuring the best in erotic video available, always 
after midnight of course." Of course. A bit flaky; still, 
the 96.3 FM is a good challenge to the FMers, and the Ch. 3 
might just be seen if you have #s late at night to FL, have 
an, open Ch, 3 locally, and WaDU-3 is off-air. From the 
description of the programming, you probably wouldn't mis- 
take WMTV for WEDU, hil 


I1HUPE... that the last part of this column is legible. My 
good ribbon cartridge ran out, and I was forced to use a 
nylon ribbon that has seen better days. The other good 
film ribbons are packed. Here's hoping that some of that 
good Australian DX drifts our wayt! It*s been real...JOHN. 


WMTV 


FREE RADIO'S BEST ROCK 


(Above logo from WNTV's 
QsL/info letter...) 
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FOR SALE - Channel Master #0236C Spartan II amp, VHF/FM/UHF 300-ohm 
W/split VHF/UHF inputs, switchable, tuneable FM trap. Gain: VHF 17 


aee@e ONLY FOUR LEFT *### 


dB, FM 15, UHF 22 dB, 3.0 to 4.0 dB noise figure, Slightly used, very WHF-UHF DIGEST BACK ISSUES BACK ISSUE OF 
good condition. $40.00. Rich Wertman - 315 Pine St.- Lockport NY ' JANUARY 1982 TO PRESENT $1.25 THE MONTH 
14094. (716) 434-3988. A PEW EARLIGR HDITIUNS $1.00 


NEW QSL REPORT FORMS 
“POR REQUESTING ySLs PROM FM 
or TV STATIONS tok & yel) 


FOR SALE - Sony SRF A-100, AM stereo-FM stereo radio with batteries, 
no AC adapter included. Has AM stereo A-B switch for C-Quam and Kahn 
systems. No headphones, but has headphone jack and built in stereo 
speakers. Like new, $100 (no SCA modification built in or on) from 
Bruce Elving - 241 Anderson Road - Esko MN 55733-9413. (218) 879-7676. 
Price includes shipping. 


ST 
COMPLETE LISTING OF UHF 
Been anstAtoRs AND LPTV STATIONS 


FOR SALE - Winegard DA-8150 82 channel post amp, FM also. Gain VHF 17 IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S.A. 4S 

dB, UHF 21 dB. Max. noise figure 3.3 dB. Brand new condition; $50.00 COMPILED BY TELEVISION NEWS 

plus shipping. Rich Wertman - 315 Pine St. - Lockport NY 14094, _ EDITOR BILL PAHBER. THAIS 

(716) 434-3988. “1985 EDITION IS AVAILABLE AT 
$6.95 


FOR SALE - Bumper stickers for the promo enthusiast. $1.00 for 5, 
$1.50 for 10. $3.00 for 20 or $5.00 for all 35. plus postage.’ must 
sell. Eric Bueneman - 836 Lamplight Lane - Hazelwood MO 63042-3407. 


NOV. 1980  VUD_ HI-LITES 
MAILBOX: "b=SKIP" L. PLATE 


PHOTO-NEWS: MEMPHIS UHF 
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FOR SALE - Channel Master #7478 Super Titan amp; UHF with VHF feed FCC FM NEWS: 3aD SUUNDS 

thru if needed. Definitely a quality commercial MATV piece of SOUTHERN FM DX: LITTLE TROPS A 

equipment. Noise figure 3.0 dB, gain 28 dB. Brand new, $65.00 aS 

Rich Wertman - 315 Pine St. - Lockport NY 14094. (716) 434-3988. NORTHERN FM DX: MANY REPORTS A 
EASTERN TV DX: SUPER SUM. DX | 

YOUR non-commercial ad can appear in the VUD free of charge! Got a WESTERN TV DX: TEXAS DX REP. 

piece of DX gear you'd like to sell? Looking for something? QSL CORNER: ALL TV QSL's = 

Advertise in STATION BREAK. This feature appears on a space available wee 

basis. WTFDA and the VHF-UHF DIGEST assume no responsibility for any VHF UTILITY: ACTIVE TRAN'#ZQU 
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claims made by advertisers--our trust is implicit, as fellow DXers. 


IN SEARCH OF PSB: OHIO PS3's 
SEND YOUR ORDER TO 


WORLDWIDE TV-FM DX ASSOCIATION - POST OFFICE BOX 514 - BUFFALO, NEW 
yonr 14205-0514 U.S.A. USE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 


THE SUPPLIER 
A\ q THE FOLLOWING ITEM CAN BE ORDERED DIRECTLY FROM 
Y“ 100i Cav a. : S: 

SUCCESSFUL FM DXING. THIS IS THE 


FM ATLAS AND STATION  ____ SINGLE MOST COMPLETE SOURCE OF INFO’ $8.75 
DIRECTORY (9th edition) ON THE FM BROADCAST BAND. 1. ppa 
The Rock N’ Roll ‘ORDER DIRECT FROM FM ATLAS--ADOLPH, MINNESOTA 55701 U.S.A. 
-z a 
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